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the Tutwiler Community Education Center for 
six years. A key part of the mission was to 
make a difference in the community in which 
they served. Some of the organizations and 
community involvements she currently partici-
pates in are: President of the Mass Choir and 
Hospitality Ministry of the Greater Pleasant 
Grove Church, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc., Alcorn State University National Alumni, 
ASU Athletic Club, Montgomery-Carroll-Gre-
nada County ASU Alumni Chapter, Grenada 
Smile Team, Grenada Area Chamber of Com-
merce Leadership Committee member and the 
Finch-Henry Job Corps Center Community 
Relations Council. 

Mildrette is the mother of two children and 
is the grandmother of two. She is currently 
married to her college sweetheart, Willie 
White. After thirty-eight years of separation, 
they reconnected in 2006 and married in 
2008. In addition to enjoying their retirement, 
traveling and spending time with the grand-
children, Mildrette and husband are still busy 
giving back to the community in their current 
hometown of Grenada, Mississippi. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing an Educator and Public Serv-
ant, Ms. Mildrette White, for her dedication to 
serving others and giving back to the African 
American community. 
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of the 80th Anniversary of the 
Denville Volunteer Fire Department Ladies 
Auxiliary located in Morris County, New Jer-
sey. 

The Ladies Auxiliary emerged in 1936 as 
the result of the continued expansion of the 
Denville Volunteer Fire Department, which 
was originally conceived and founded in 1926. 
Since its creation, the Ladies Auxiliary has 
served a crucial role in assisting the Denville 
Volunteer Fire Department in its mission to 
protect and serve citizens of Denville and sur-
rounding communities. 

The original role of the women was to pro-
vide refreshments to firefighters at the scene. 
However, one of the Ladies Auxiliary’s most 
important contributions to the developing de-
partment was their dedication to fundraising. 
The women hosted raffles, parties, and even 
canvassed door-to-door in an effort to help the 
department pay for equipment and improve-
ments. 

A particular incident in the 1980s is a testa-
ment to the importance of the Ladies Auxiliary 
in serving not just the department, but the citi-
zens they swore to protect. The department 
had recently rescued several dozen motorists 
trapped on the highway during a vicious snow-
storm, and opted to house them at one of the 
department member’s houses. The Ladies 
Auxiliary fed and cared for these individuals 
over the two-day period where they were 
housed, and nursed back to health. 

The Ladies Auxiliary is a critical facet of the 
central department, and the time and dedica-

tion of these women is an invaluable resource 
to Denville’s ability to serve the entire town-
ship. The department undoubtedly appreciates 
the energy female members of the community 
have invested in the Ladies Auxiliary and the 
department itself. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the Denville Fire 
Department Ladies Auxiliary as they celebrate 
80 years of unwavering and unselfish service. 
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Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Roger Raiche for his distinguished envi-
ronmental stewardship. Since 1981, Mr. 
Raiche has dedicated his time to researching 
and preserving the unique ecological zone and 
natural landscape of The Cedars in Sonoma 
County. 

In the 1980s, Mr. Raiche was the first sci-
entist to bring the importance of The Cedars 
to the attention of the Bureau of Land Man-
agement. His research and documentation of 
the rare plants and ecology of the site were an 
important step in establishing it as an Area of 
Critical Environmental Concern and led to the 
discovery of several new plant species found 
nowhere else on Earth. Many institutions have 
been provided access to these important lands 
through his hospitality and volunteer work. 

Over the last 35 years, Mr. Raiche has led 
efforts to preserve additional parts of The Ce-
dars. He has invested his personal resources 
to protecting the 500-acre Main Canyon parcel 
and volunteered his time to build trails, guide 
tours, and work towards public acquisition. Mr. 
Raiche personally reactivated a science pro-
gram on these lands that had been inacces-
sible for 30 years and which had been the site 
of some very early and important work on ge-
ology and plate tectonics. 

During his involvement at The Cedars, 
Roger Raiche has made an invaluable con-
tribution to the natural history of California and 
the preservation of the unique environment of 
The Cedars, and it is fitting to recognize this 
legacy. 
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Mr. SCHRADER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
honor of Clackamas Community College 
(CCC) as it celebrates its 50th anniversary this 
year. Founded in 1966, with 93 part-time stu-
dents taking classes at Gladstone High School 
and 600 more added by the end of the first 
school year, CCC has since grown to serving 
over 35,000 students across three distinct 
campuses and two extension sites. Through-
out its development, CCC has remained com-
mitted to its values, a student-centered focus, 
and a collective decision-making process that 
drives its mission. 

Since 1966, students have become accus-
tomed to a dedicated faculty and a friendly at-
mosphere focused on their personal growth. 
CCC provides a unique learning experience 
whether a student attends to complete a trans-
fer degree to a four-year public university at 
an affordable cost, wants to take Community 
Education classes, is seeking an Adult High 
School Diploma, or is at the school to pursue 
a degree or certificate in one of the more than 
80 career and technical programs offered. 
These include the expanding fields of renew-
able energy, medical assistance and digital 
multimedia communication. For the past 50 
years, the college has prided itself on equip-
ping students with the relevant job training and 
skills to apply toward real world, high-demand 
careers and family wage jobs. 

In the last 50 years, thanks to the strong 
leadership of its current and past presidents 
and Boards of Education and an open, col-
laborative spirit behind its decisions, CCC has 
thrived. In preparation for ringing in 50 years 
of service, the Board launched the Imagine 
Clackamas project, a two-year community en-
gagement process designed to identify what 
the community valued and needed from the 
college in the present and into the future. The 
resulting bond measure is enabling CCC to 
make great strides toward meeting those 
needs by updating and expanding classrooms 
and labs and by modernizing equipment. With 
this energy and momentum at 50 years, I am 
excited to discover what goals and heights the 
college will reach in the next half century. 

I am honored to be the representative of 
Clackamas Community College and I con-
gratulate the college on its 50th anniversary. 
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Wednesday, April 13, 2016 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and accomplishments of Don 
Warkentin, former President of West Hills Col-
lege Lemoore, who sadly passed away on 
February 1, 2016. 

Mr. Warkentin was born in Reedley, Cali-
fornia on November 15, 1946 to Vern and 
Doris Warkentin. After his graduation from 
Reedley High School, he went on to study at 
Reedley College and later California State 
University, Chico. At the outbreak of the Viet-
nam War, Mr. Warkentin enlisted as a Lieuten-
ant in the United States Army and eventually 
rose to the rank of Captain, receiving two Pur-
ple Hearts in the process. After his service to 
our country, he married the love of his life 
Betty. Together, they had two children, Brooke 
and Steven. 

Mr. Warkentin’s long career in education 
began in 1973 when he accepted a position 
as a biology teacher for Lemoore High School. 
Mr. Warkentin also served as a football and 
baseball coach, athletic director, and principal 
of the continuation school for adults wishing to 
complete their education. In 1986, he began 
work as an Associate Dean at West Hills Col-
lege Kings County Center, known today as 
West Hills College Lemoore, and his commit-
ment to the institution continued until his re-
tirement, just months prior to his passing. 
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