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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. JOLLY).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 13, 2016.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DAVID W.
JOLLY to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 5, 2016, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

————

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
MODERNIZATION ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for 56 minutes.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, on Mon-
day, I introduced the Information
Technology Modernization Act, a bill
that will make our government more
transparent, more efficient, more re-
sponsive, and more secure.

Dangerously, many Federal Govern-
ment agencies, as we have seen, rely on
technology systems that are decades
old and hinder digital interagency col-
laboration. As a result, government

services are less efficient than they
could be, and Americans’ personal data
is put at higher risk every year that
goes by without critical system up-
grades. This was the experience for al-
most 2 million employees of our Fed-
eral Government.

I am partnering with the White
House and U.S. Chief Information Offi-
cer Tony Scott to propose a new way to
invest in upgrading the government
technology infrastructure that serves
the American people and this institu-
tion.

My bill authorizes a one-time invest-
ment of $3 billion into a revolving fund
that will be overseen by an inde-
pendent review board. The fund will in-
vest in large-scale, rapid systems up-
grades deemed to be in the greatest
need and that would provide the great-
est impact on serving the American
people.

Once an upgrade is completed, the re-
ceiving agency will then begin paying
back the fund over time, using the sav-
ings achieved from greater efficiency.
In such a way, this one-time invest-
ment of $3 billion will support at least
a minimum of $12 billion—that is 400
percent more—worth of upgrades in the
first 10 years alone, after which it
would continue to fund upgrades into
the future.

This is a novel approach for govern-
ment, though it has been employed
successfully in the private sector,
where it has a proven track record.
Tony Scott himself, Mr. Speaker, im-
plemented a similar program when he
was the chief information officer at
Microsoft, which was successful and re-
sulted in significant long-term savings.

Additionally, the fund will ensure
that upgrades make use of the latest
and best practices from Silicon Valley,
including shared services, cloud
hosting, and agile development. This
will enable agencies to create new
user-friendly apps and services, and fa-
cilitate the sharing of data between

agencies to root out fraud and waste. It
will promote the use of systems that
are secure and prevent cyberattacks.

My bill will also ensure transparency
by requiring all upgrade projects to
provide regular status updates on a
publicly available digital dashboard.

I want to thank all those who signed
on as original sponsors, Mr. Speaker,
and I want to say that I had discus-
sions last night with Mr. IssA, the
former chairman of the Oversight and
Government Reform Committee. I
think he is going to cosponsor this bill
with me, and we want to see this bill be
a bipartisan bill.

I have also talked to ranking mem-
bers on my side of the aisle in each of
the relevant committees: Mr. CUM-
MINGS, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. SERRANO, Mr.
CONNOLLY, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Ms. ROBIN
KELLY, and Mr. TED LIEU, all of whom
are excited to support this piece of leg-
islation.

Again, this is a totally nonpartisan
bill looking for government efficiency
and safety and transparency for the
American people. I hope that my
friends on both sides of the aisle who
care deeply about making government
as effective and transparent as pos-
sible, as well as eliminating fraud and
inefficiencies, will partner with us by
cosponsoring this bill and helping to
bring it to the floor as a bipartisan
measure overwhelmingly supported by
this House.

I am proud of the bipartisan work we
have done together already to encour-
age innovation in the use of technology
in Congress, particularly the
hackathons I have hosted with Leader
McCARTHY and his predecessor, Mr.
Cantor.

Let’s work together. Let me say that
again. Let’s work together to expand
that effort to the executive branch and
make sure that the Federal Govern-
ment can and is serving the American
people effectively and transparently.
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