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rifle until he was able to reach his Lieutenant
to get a new one. ]

Similarly, the Freytes-Méenendez Brothers,
Celio, Erasto, and Anibal, were among the first
U.S. troops to engage the enemy when they
landed in Korea. Dennis Freytes, son of Celio
Freytes-Ménendez and an advocate for vet-
erans in my district, recounts how his father,
who served in World War Il and Korea, sur-
vived a mortar shot that landed in a foxhole he
had just left, which sadly killed four of his fel-
low Borinqueneers. For his heroism, Freytes-
Ménendez was awarded the Combat Infantry-
man Badge and the Bronze Star for Valor.

I've heard countless stories of many brave
Borinqueneers who did not come back home.
Rafael Sanchez Saliva, whose family lives in
my district, served in the 65th Infantry Regi-
ment in Puerto Rico and later in the U.S. Army
Ranger Regiment. He served two tours in
Korea and was tragically killed in action by a
tank mine while serving in Vietnam.

Puerto Ricans have fought for the United
States as far back as the American Revolu-
tion, and continue to do so honorably to this
day. Thousands have given their lives defend-
ing our values of freedom, justice, and equal-
ity, despite enduring decades of segregation
and second-class treatment.

It was a privilege to have joined the
Borinqueneers on a day of recognition and re-
membrance as our nation honored their pio-
neering military service, devotion to duty, and
many acts of valor in the face of adversity.
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Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to law enforcement men and
women who have provided distinctive service
to the people of Florida’s 16th Congressional
District.

Law enforcement is a demanding profession
that requires sacrifice, courage and a dedica-
tion to serve others. Every day, brave men
and women put themselves in harm’s way to
enforce the laws of our society and protect
public safety. They deserve our gratitude and
respect.

Five years ago, | established the 16th Dis-
trict Congressional Law Enforcement Awards,
CLEA, to give special recognition to law en-
forcement officers, departments, or units for
exceptional achievement.

This year, | will present congressional law
enforcement awards to the following winners
chosen by an independent panel comprised of
current and retired law enforcement personnel
representing a cross-section of the district’s
law enforcement community.

Deputy Billie Wilson of the Manatee County
Sheriff's Office and Officer Kenneth Simunovic
of the Bradenton Police Department will re-
ceive the Above and Beyond the Call of Duty
Award.

Officer Tim Matthews of the Palmetto Police
Department, Officer Michael Walker of the
Holmes Beach Police Department, Sergeant
Demetri Konstantopoulos of the Sarasota Po-
lice Department, Sergeant Donald Kennard of
the Sarasota County Sheriff's Office and De-
tective Jason Friday will receive the Dedica-
tion and Professionalism Award.
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Lieutenant Johnny Yong of the Sarasota
County Sheriff's Office, Sergeant Matt Kintigh
of the North Port Police Department and
Trooper Barbara Ehrhart of the Florida High-
way Patrol will receive the Career Service
Award.

The following Members of the Sarasota Po-
lice Department’'s Homeless Outreach Team:
Captain Kevin Stiff, Lieutenant Lori Jaress,
Sergeant Michael “Richie” Schwieterman, Offi-
cers David Dubendorf, Matthew Kimball, Mat-
thew Grochowski, Jonathan Misiewicz along
with Case Managers Sherree Brown, Calvin
Collins and Joseph Polzak will receive the Unit
Citation Award.

Officer John Parisi of the North Port Police
Department will receive the Preservation of
Life Award.

Leaders of the Harvest House in Sarasota;
Pastor Jim Minor and Executive Director Erin
Minor will receive the Associate Service
Award.

———
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AGAINST NATO ALLIES

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to highlight a disturbing trend that deserves in-
creased scrutiny in the wake of Russia’s grow-
ing aggression on its southern and western
borders. Recently, North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization (NATO) Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg met with members of the Senate
Armed Services and Foreign Relations Com-
mittees to discuss how to counter an assertive
Russia, a phenomenon he describes as “a
chief threat.”

Recent events have led some to question
the relevance of the NATO alliance. Indeed,
designations that NATO is obsolete have
sparked an international debate about the sig-
nificance of the 28-member defense alliance—
one that has drawn the focus of our nation’s
top military leaders who have been stalwart in
their defense of its importance.

Russia’s aggression has also put increased
pressure on our NATO ally Turkey. In recent
years Turkey has witnessed aggression to its
north in Crimea and Ukraine, to the south in
Syria, and in Georgia to its east. This has all
been part of a larger Russian strategy to put
pressure on NATO’s perimeter in an attempt
to solidify regional control.

Turkey lies in the invaluable strategic loca-
tion as the gateway between Europe and the
Middle East. Now is the time for the United
States to show strong support for all of our
NATO allies, and especially Turkey. Vladimir
Putin understands only one thing and this is
strength. If we don’t stand with our allies now
and show strength, then Putin will continue to
display regional aggression and ultimately may
threaten one of our NATO allies. We must
stand with our allies now, more than ever, to
ensure that security in the region is main-
tained and U.S. interests are secured.

E461

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF TYRONE CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the 100th anniversary of the Tyrone
Chamber of Commerce of Tyrone, Pennsyl-
vania. The Chamber, which was started as the
Tyrone Business Men’s Association, today
boasts 207 members and continues to grow.

Since its founding, the Tyrone Chamber has
been instrumental in advancing countless in-
frastructure projects and backing the World
Metric Standardization Act. Other achieve-
ments include introducing a higher standard of
education in the borough and improving
school playground equipment, train facilities,
and critical surface transportation infrastruc-
ture.

Thanks to the Chamber, Tyrone was able to
secure the Reliance of Manufacturing Com-
pany in 1933 and the Chicago Rivet and Ma-
chine Company in 1948. More recently, the or-
ganization has assisted with opening the
branch office of the Blair County Motor Club
(A.A.A), erecting the “Welcome to Tyrone”
signs at the entrances into Tyrone, and spon-
soring the Tyrone Community Improvement
Association in its efforts in the Pennsylvania
State Chamber of Commerce sponsored Com-
munity Development contest. Their motto from
1916 still rings true today, as the Chamber
truly does work for a “Bigger and Better and
Busier Tyrone.”

It gives me great pleasure to recognize the
100-year history and the promising future of
the Tyrone Chamber of Commerce. | know
that in the years ahead, they will continue to
serve the community proudly and advance the
commercial, industrial, agricultural and civic in-
terests of Tyrone.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN
DAVID A. CHASE, AS HE PRE-
PARES TO RETIRE AFTER 30
YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE
UNITED STATES NAVY AND TO
OUR NATION
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Thursday, April 14, 2016

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to the incredible service of Captain
David A. Chase, as he prepares to retire after
30 years of Commissioned Service to the
United States Navy and for his extraordinary
dedication to duty and to the United States of
America.

| have worked with Captain Chase person-
ally over the past three years in his capacity
as Director of the Navy Appropriations Matters
Office (FMBE) in the Office of the Assistant
Secretary of the Navy (Financial Management
and Comptroller), and | would like to share
some highlights of his fine career.

Captain Chase graduated from the College
of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Massachu-
setts, in 1986 with a Bachelor of Arts in Eco-
nomics and received his commission through
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