April 14, 2016

Representative GOODLATTE which deals
with a few concerns I have about that
one.

This one clearly protects Social Se-
curity and Medicare. This one clearly
closes a loophole that we can’t have
off-budget spending for military oper-
ations. We must have a declaration of
war if you are going to exceed a bal-
anced budget. It would require the
budget be Dbalanced within 5 fiscal
years of passing this.

We have been kicking this can down
the road. It is not a can anymore. It is
a mountain of debt that we are giving
to our kids. We have got to get serious
about solving this.

———

RECOGNIZING MORTON PLANT
HOSPITAL

(Mr. JOLLY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Morton Plant Hospital,
which celebrates its 100th anniversary
this year.

In 1912, Mr. Morton Plant was vaca-
tioning in Pinellas County, Florida,
when his son, Henry, was seriously in-
jured. He quickly realized the closest
medical care was a day’s drive, so he
offered the community a $100,000 en-
dowment to open a local hospital. On
January 1, 1916, the Morton F. Plant
Endowed Hospital opened with 20 beds
and 5 bassinets.

In the decades to come, Morton Plant
Hospital would emerge at the forefront
of cardiovascular health, orthopedics,
neuroscience, emergency care, and neo-
natal health.

It has been awarded the baby-friendly
hospital status by the United Nations
Children’s Fund. It has also been recog-
nized by the Florida Hospital Associa-
tion as the innovation of the year in
patient care. Most notably, it is the
only hospital in the United States to
be awarded for 13 consecutive years the
Top 100 Hospitals designation by
Thomson Reuters.

Morton Plant was created out of a
community effort, and the hospital
continues to serve the Pinellas County
community. I congratulate them on 100
years of service, and I offer the sincere
gratitude of our Pinellas County com-
munity for Morton Plant’s tireless
work on behalf of patients and fami-
lies.

———

COLLEGE AFFORDABILITY

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, on Sat-
urday, at 3:30 p.m., I am hosting a pub-
lic discussion at the Community Col-
lege of Rhode Island Lincoln campus to
highlight financial aid opportunities
for students and the work we need to
do in Congress to address the crisis of
student debt.

Our young people are drowning in
student debt. It is projected that 65
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percent of the job openings by 2020 will
require postsecondary education or
training beyond high school, so this
will become even more urgent.

The cost of education in a 4-year uni-
versity has increased 250 percent since
1979, while real wages have stayed
about the same.

Compared to 1979, students pay
$26,000 more per year for a private uni-
versity and $11,000 more each year at a
public university. The average Rhode
Island college student has over $31,000
in student loan debt, the fourth highest
in the country.

We need to guarantee young people
that they can graduate from college
debt free. We need to allow students to
refinance existing debt at lower rates,
and we need to increase Pell grants and
other investments in higher education.
This needs to be a national priority.
We need to do it now. Our future de-
pends on it.

———

CONGRATULATING JUSTIN DEETS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I am proud to serve, along
with my colleague from Rhode Island
(Mr. LANGEVIN), as co-chair of the bi-
partisan Career and Technical Edu-
cation Caucus.

In that role, I am always excited to
learn of students in Pennsylvania’s
Fifth Congressional District who are
excelling in their preparation for ca-
reers in growing technical education
fields.

Today I want to congratulate Justin
Deets, a student at Oil City High
School who also studies welding at the
Venango County Technology Center.

Last December Justin won first place
in the annual Pittsburgh Section of the
American Welding Society Competi-
tion.

On March 29, Justin was awarded $100
for this accomplishment, a new welding
helmet, jacket and gloves, along with a
week at the Lincoln Electric Welding
School and qualification in x-ray weld-
ing.

This is quite an achievement, which
will undoubtedly open new doors for
Justin. I wish him the best of success
in his future endeavors.

Mr. Speaker, career and technical
education training transforms lives.
America needs a robust reauthoriza-
tion of the Perkins Act.

———

REPUBLICAN BUDGET PROCESS
FAILS NATION

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow is April
15, the deadline for passing a budget. It
is clear that the Republicans are going
to miss it. From the start, this process
has been a travesty.
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Before President Obama even re-
leased his budget, Republicans an-
nounced that they would refuse to hold
a hearing on it. They rejected the
President’s budget out of hand even be-
fore it was printed, a move unprece-
dented in this modern era.

Then they passed out of committee a
budget that would end the Medicare
guarantee, take healthcare coverage
away from 20 million Americans who
received it under the Affordable Care
Act, and make deep cuts that harm
children, students, seniors, and hard-
working Americans.

Then the Tea Party wing of the GOP
insisted on walking away from the bi-
partisan budget agreement inked just
last fall.

So that brings us to today. My Re-
publican colleagues don’t seem to have
a budget or a plan to move forward.
The process has collapsed.

I urge my colleagues to start over
and to work with Democrats to craft a
budget that invests in our future and
meets the challenges facing our Na-
tion.

——————

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today during National Volunteer Week
to thank all of our Nation’s unsung he-
roes: the millions of volunteers helping
our communities throughout the Na-
tion.

This Monday we kicked off the week
with our first annual Heroes Among Us
event to recognize some incredible peo-
ple in my district who go above and be-
yond to make a difference in our com-
munity.

This week and every week it is im-
portant that we honor and thank these
individuals for their selflessness and
recognize the tremendous impact that
their collective actions have on others.

Thank you to all those who helped
nominate the well-deserved award win-
ners of our Heroes Among Us event and
thank you to all the volunteers and un-
sung heroes of Florida’s 12th Congres-
sional District and throughout the Na-
tion. Keep up the great work. Happy
National Volunteer Week.

———

REPUBLICAN BUDGET PROCESS

(Mrs. LOWEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, dire needs
across this great Nation demand Con-
gress’ attention: Zika virus, the crisis
in Flint, the opioid epidemic, not to
mention the ongoing needs for edu-
cation, infrastructure, jobs, and secu-
rity. Yet, Republicans will miss tomor-
row’s statutory deadline to pass a
budget.

The majority’s ‘“‘Road to Ruin’ budg-
et would devastate good jobs, end the
Medicare guarantee, and increase pov-
erty. Even this was not cruel enough



		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-22T10:08:18-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




