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Again, | congratulate Ms. Carlotta Leon
Guerrero on receiving the 2016 Small Busi-
ness Administration’s Phoenix Award for Out-
standing Contributions to Disaster Recovery
for Guam. | join the people of Guam in com-
mending her for her award and thanking her
for her many contributions to our island com-
munity.

————

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF FUTURE
SCIENTISTS AND TECH-
NOLOGISTS—GABRIEL AGU

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 19, 2016

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Gabriel Agu from Richmond, TX
for being accepted into the National Academy
of Future Scientists and Technologists to rep-
resent the state of Texas at the Congress of
Future Science and Technology leaders.

Gabriel attends Strake Jesuit College Prep
School and is one of 13 high school honor
students selected from the Twenty-Second
Congressional District of Texas. These stu-
dents were selected as Texas delegates at the
Congress of Future Science and Technology
Leaders. This program was designed for high
school students to be recognized for their hard
work in school, as well as to support their as-
pirations of working in a science or technology
field. The National Academy was founded by
Richard Rossi and Dr. Robert Darling; Mr.
Rossi currently serves as president. The Con-
gress is being held at the Tsongas Center at
the University of Massachusetts, Lowell from
June 29th through July 1st. Gabriel was se-
lected by a group of educators to be a dele-
gate for the Congress thanks to his dedication
to his academic success and goals of pur-
suing science or technology. We are proud of
Gabriel and all of his hard work, and know he
will make Richmond proud.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Gabriel for being accepted into the National
Academy of Future Scientists and Tech-
nologists. Keep up the great work.

————

HONORING TWENTY-TWO TEACH-
ERS OF THE GREATER BOCA
RATON AREA

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 19, 2016

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of the twenty-two outstanding teachers
from my district who have been awarded the
Teacher of the Year award from the Rotary
Club of Boca Raton Sunrise.

For the past 30 years, the Rotary Club of
Boca Raton Sunrise has offered this annual
distinction to one teacher at each of the twen-
ty-two schools in the greater Boca Raton area.
Each awardee is selected by the school’s prin-
cipal. These teachers have dedicated them-
selves to inspiring and empowering the next
generation of young South Floridians. The
amount of time and effort these exemplary
teachers have spent betting the next genera-
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tion of their community is truly admirable, and
their passion is worthy of recognition.

These twenty-two exemplary teachers have
made a profound impact on their students
through their caring, commitment, and profes-
sionalism. They are a cohort defined by integ-
rity, excellence, and the highest marks in all
they do. The City of Boca Raton is fortunate
to have such outstanding faculty, dedicated to
ensuring a bright future for our students.

Congratulations to Cara Pavek, Polly
Moorman, Jeanne Russell-Khan, Kenneth
Johnson, Tina Garofalo, Alyce Lewert, Debo-
rah Woolsey, Lori Paquette, Stephany Pierre,
Gina Yallop, Linda Josaphat, Lorraine
Overton, Margaret Longazel, Abbe Snyder,
Rosanne Breland, Kristen Stern, Randy
Weddle, Rachel Smith, Jenifer Berlatsky, Lind-
say Ackerman-Conway, Lawrence Shane, and
Nicole Scalisi on being nominated for this
year’s teacher of the year award. | am pleased
to honor them, and | thank them for their con-
tinued service.

——
RECOGNIZING DAVID J. JOHN IN
RECEIVING THE U.S. SMALL

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION’S
2016 SMALL BUSINESS PERSON
OF THE YEAR AWARD FOR GUAM

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 19, 2016

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commend and congratulate David J. John
on being awarded the U.S. Small Business
Administration’s 2016 Small Business Person
of the Year Award for Guam. David John is
being honored and recognized as an individual
who has demonstrated outstanding skills,
savviness, and ability to create success in the
small business community. He was educated
at the University of Saint Thomas in St. Paul,
Minnesota and is the president of ASC Trust
Corporation, a retirement management com-
pany located in Hagatha, Guam.

For the last 25 years, ASC Trust Corpora-
tion has provided employer sponsored retire-
ment plans in Guam and throughout the Pa-
cific. The company manages approximately
half a billion dollars in retirement assets for
23,000 participants and 340 retirement plans
in the Western Pacific. ASC Trust Corporation
has been committed to steady growth and has
expanded to four offices with more than 50
employees in the region. David proudly sup-
ports the local workforce and all of his employ-
ees are native residents of the island or city
where their office is located in.

ASC Trust Corporation is committed to revo-
lutionizing retirement plans in the Pacific Re-
gion by providing plan sponsors and patrtici-
pants the services they need to plan for suc-
cessful retirement. The company offers a local
team providing unparalleled service and the
support of industry-leading partners to help
manage their technology and investments. Ad-
ditionally, ASC Trust Corporation is the largest
provider of retirement plan management serv-
ices in Micronesia.

Not only is David a successful business per-
son, he is also very involved in the local com-
munity. He is an active member of the Guam
Economic Development Authority where is the
Vice Chairman of the Board and the Chairman
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of the Tax Qualifying Program for Guam. He
is @ member and past Chairman of the Univer-
sity of Guam Endowment foundation, past
Chairman of the Guam Chamber of Com-
merce and past President of the Rotary Club
of Guam. Additionally, David supports other
local organizations, including sponsoring the
ASC Trust Corporation Islanders soccer and
basketball teams.

David is a successful business man and
family man. He is a leader in our local com-
munity and a role model for others in the pri-
vate business sector. David and his company
are committed to Guam and the region, and to
improving the community through hiring local
and boosting the economy.

| congratulate David on receiving the 2016
U.S. Small Business Administration’s Small
Business Person of the Year Award for Guam.
| join the people of Guam in commending him
on this award and thanking them for their
many contributions to our island community.

———

THANKING CHARLES RUGGLES
FOR HIS CHARITY AND SERVICE

HON. DANIEL T. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 19, 2016

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | ask the United
States House of Representatives to join me in
recognizing Mr. Charles Ruggles for the sup-
port he has offered to the city of Flint and its
residents during the Flint Water Crisis.

Mr. Ruggles is a professional photographer
who formed the Flint Teens Matter project as
a response to the water crisis. As a result of
the crisis, some families may not have the re-
sources to have professional portraits taken
for their graduates. The mission of Mr.
Ruggles’ project is to provide free senior
photos to high school students in the city who
have been impacted by the ongoing water cri-
sis.

Mr. Ruggles empowers his cause through a
strategy of social networking to recruit photog-
raphers and donors from around Michigan to
join his efforts. Additionally, he accomplishes
his project's mission by graciously donating
his own time to schedule and shoot photog-
raphy sessions with teens of families who
have been affected by the crisis. This gesture
leaves a lifelong impact on students and their
families, and one that might not be present
without Mr. Ruggles’ commendable and chari-
table efforts.

It is my honor to represent such active and
charitable members of our community, and
Charles Ruggles is a shining example. The
type of direct and individual care that Mr.
Ruggles has shown is exactly what the citi-
zens of Flint need.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud the work done by
Mr. Charles Ruggles and thank him for the
service he has provided to the students and
city of Flint.

TRIBUTE TO RALPH CRAWFORD
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 19, 2016

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Ralph
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Crawford of Villisca, lowa. Mr. Crawford has
been recognized by France 71 years later for
his bravery during his service in World War I
on the infamous D-Day, June 6, 1944. He has
been awarded the French Legion of Honour
medal for his ‘gallantry of action and the lib-
eration of France in World War Il.” This award
joins his recognition medals from the United
States of America: Purple Heart, Air Medal
and Good Conduct Medal.

Stated Crawford: “The mission was to bomb
Teluth.” Mr. Crawford flew three missions on
D-Day as a tailgunner on a B—17 bomber. The
mission went awry and the Nazis spotted the
group and without any prior parachute training,
Mr. Crawford and his team had to jump for
their lives, mid-air, with no certainty as to their
fate. The entire crew survived with some inju-
ries and continued in service to this great na-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud and congratulate Mr.
Crawford for this exemplary award from the
French government. We are all humbled by
his service and for keeping the United States
of America and its allies free. | am proud to
represent him in the United States Congress |
ask that my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives join me in congratu-
lating Mr. Crawford and wishing him nothing
but continued success.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE GUAM SMALL
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CEN-
TER ON RECEIVING THE U.S.
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRA-
TION’S 2016 SMALL BUSINESS DE-
VELOPMENT CENTER AND EX-
CELLENCE AND INNOVATION
CENTER AWARD

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 19, 2016

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commend and congratulate Guam Small
Business Development Center on being
awarded the 2016 U.S. Small Business Devel-
opment Center Excellence and Innovation
Center Award. The Guam Small Business De-
velopment Center is being recognized for their
excellence in providing value to small busi-
nesses and advancing program delivery and
management through innovation.

The Guam Small Business Development
Center began operations in May 1995 through
federal funds and celebrates its 20th anniver-
sary this year. It became the Pacific Islands
SBDC Network and first service center in the
region. The Guam Small Business Develop-
ment Center provides free, confidential, one-
to-one counseling in all areas of business
management to all existing and potential small
business owners and managers that are U.S.
citizens, green card holders or citizens of the
Freely Associated States. These services in-
clude pre-venture feasibility, business plan de-
velopment, marketing, record keeping, finan-
cial and human resource management, oper-
ations management, access to capital, and
specialized areas such as international trade
and technical services. The Guam SBDC is
able to refer local businesses to high-quality
external sources of information and ideas be-
cause of its membership with U.S. Association
of Small Business Development Centers
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(ASBDC) and partnership with the U.S. SBA
and the National Business Incubation Associa-
tion.

Additionally, the Guam Small Business De-
velopment Center works with the local Guam
Small Business Administration Branch Office
and Hawaii Small Business Administration Dis-
trict Office as a champion for Small Business
Administration products and services. This
work includes the effective amplification of the
Small Business Administration mission, prior-
ities and programs. The Guam Small Business
Development Center provides excellent cus-
tomer service with a 95 percent client satisfac-
tion rate and efficiently meets clients’ needs
by providing quality counseling. The Guam
Small Business Development Center utilizes
all resources available and partners with local
government agencies and private entities to
carry out its mission of helping entrepreneurs
start and expand their businesses.

Again, | congratulate Guam Small Business
Development Center on being awarded the
2016 U.S. Small Business Development Cen-
ter Excellence and Innovation Center Award. |
commend Guam Small Business Development
Center Director Casey Jeszenka and the staff
of the Guam SBDC for their leadership in
helping to promote entrepreneurship and sup-
port for our local economy. | join the people of
Guam in commending them for their award
and thanking them for their many contributions
to our island community.

———

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE VIETNAM WAR
AND BRONZE STAR PRESEN-
TATION TO LT. COL. JACK
DEICHMAN

HON. RYAN A. COSTELLO

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 19, 2016

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, on March 29, 2016 we marked the
50th Anniversary of the Vietham War to honor
and express our gratitude to our Vietnam Vet-
erans.

Our Vietnam War veterans served our na-
tion with courage, dignity, and a willingness to
make the ultimate sacrifice in service to our
country.

Deserving particular praise and commenda-
tion for his heroism and service during the
Vietnam War is Lieutenant Colonel (ret.) Jack
Deichman of the United States Marine Corps.

| have had the pleasure of knowing Jack for
over a year now, and | am grateful | had the
opportunity to acknowledge Jack’s leadership
in Dai Do, Vietnam on March 30, 1968.

Mr. Speaker, Jack displayed expert leader-
ship in maneuvering his Company through
heavy enemy fire and remained steadfast in
assisting his wounded Commander to estab-
lish their defensive positions.

Because of Jack’s actions, many lives were
saved that day, and many attribute this battle
as the deciding factor in winning the war.

We as a nation are grateful for Jack’s heroic
actions that day.

His courage and selfless devotion to duty
represents the essence of the United States
Marine Corps and this great nation.

Mr. Speaker, on March 29, 2016, the nation
acknowledged Jack’s bravery with the presen-
tation of the Bronze Star Medal.

April 19, 2016

| am proud to recognize Jack and all our
Vietnam Veterans and we thank you for your
service. Welcome home.

——————

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE GREAT LAKES
CENTER

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 19, 2016

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
recognize and honor the 50th anniversary of
the Great Lakes Center (GLC). For more than
half a century, the Great Lakes Center has
worked to improve the quality of the environ-
ment by providing the best possible science to
decision makers concerned with the health
and sustainability of our freshwater resources,
with a primary focus on the Great Lakes and
their watersheds.

The Center was established in 1966 when
Howard Sengbush formed the Great Lakes
Laboratory. The Great Lakes Center’s field
station is located on SUNY Buffalo State’s wa-
terfront campus along the Black Rock Chan-
nel. It is a multidisciplinary research, edu-
cation, and service institute focused on ad-
vancing our knowledge and understanding of
the largest body of freshwater on Earth.

The Great Lakes Center is the only institu-
tion within the SUNY system with a research
field station physically situated along the
water. The Center maintains a large fleet of
research vessels dedicated to specific types of
research and educational functions.

Over the last eight years under the Direction
of Sasha Karatayev, the GLC saw sustained
activity and productivity: over 80 research pa-
pers published, 240 presentations given at
various state, national, and international meet-
ings and 35 funded projects totaling over 14
million dollars. This living laboratory dedicated
to the investigation of the ecology of the Great
Lakes and its tributaries is staffed by research
scientists, educators, technicians and profes-
sors with the Biology department. The Center
provides opportunities to obtain Masters of
Arts and Masters of Science degrees in Great
Lakes Ecosystem Science.

The Great Lakes ecosystem is complex, dy-
namic, and fragile. The work conducted at the
GLC informs policy makers, educators, com-
munity leaders, and environmentalists—and
contributes toward effective stewardship and
decision-making. As part of the Great Lakes
Observing System, the GLC operates the only
operating observation buoy in eastern Lake
Erie. The GLC continuously works to reverse
the damage of decades of abuse neglect of
the Great Lakes. The Center continues to ex-
plore opportunities to expand its educational
programs within the regional community.

In February of this year, | was proud to
speak on the House Floor during Great Lakes
Day to demonstrate the importance of Con-
gress to continue to fund the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative (GLRI). Since the cre-
ation of the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative
in 2010, nearly $1.6 billion has been invested
in projects to clean up the Great Lakes, the
world’s largest freshwater system. Locally, the
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative supports a
number of initiatives including the restoration
of the Buffalo River.
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