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Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me this 

opportunity to once again speak about the 
Great Lakes with pride in this visionary, vitally 
important and internationally renowned center 
whose home base is my alma mater, Buffalo 
State College as its Gold Anniversary was 
celebrated on April 15, 2016. Congratulations 
and deepest appreciation to all those who 
contributed to the past and present of this 
Center as the preservation, protection and 
promotion of the Great Lakes is of immeas-
urable importance to our future. 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. ROBERT L. 
BOWEN 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 19, 2016 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a notable Hoosier, Dr. Robert L. Bowen, 
who is being honored by the Anti-Defamation 
League at the 2016 Man of Achievement 
Award Dinner in Indianapolis. 

The Anti-Defamation League’s Man of 
Achievement Award was established to recog-
nize individuals and companies who have 
demonstrated exceptional commitment to the 
community, justice and equal opportunity for 
all. Dr. Bowen was chosen for this honor be-
cause of his selfless support of underprivi-
leged youth in Indianapolis. 

Dr. Bowen and his wife Terry established 
the Bowen Foundation in 2000 to provide 
scholarships to minority students in Indianap-
olis to pursue education past high school. 
Over 700 students have received more than 
$2 million in scholarships. In 2002, the 
Bowens, along with the Purdue University 
President, founded Science Bound. The pro-
gram mentors Indianapolis Public Schools 
(IPS) students from grades 8 through 12 to 
pursue careers in science and technical fields 
and then receive a full-tuition scholarship to 
Purdue University. In 2009, Dr. Bowen was in-
ducted into the IPS Hall of Fame for his phi-
lanthropy efforts. 

Dr. Bowen also provides support to Purdue 
University through the Robert L. and Terry L. 
Bowen High-Scale Performance Civil Engi-
neering Laboratory, and $11 million research 
facility test structure. Every fall since 2010, Dr. 
Bowen drives to Purdue’s campus twice a 
week to teach leadership and advanced 
project management to 60 senior-level stu-
dents. 

Dr. Bowen is the founder and chairman of 
Bowen Engineering Corporation, a multi-mar-
ket company specializing in water and waste-
water treatment plants and energy utility con-
struction. He received his bachelor’s degree in 
civil engineering from Purdue University and 
has completed the Harvard Business School 
OPM Program. He has received many other 
awards and honors throughout his career. 

He is a great friend and confidant of mine, 
and a wonderful asset to our community, state 
and nation. I wish to congratulate him on this 
latest honor and thank him for all he does and 
will continue to do to help ensure that the 
American promise as The Land of Opportunity 
is there for those who work to achieve it. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JERROLD NADLER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 19, 2016 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I had to return 
to New York, and as a result, I missed votes 
on April 14 through 15, 2016. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on roll call 
vote No. 146, Final Passage of H.R. 3340, the 
Financial Stability Oversight Council Reform 
Act, ‘‘no’’ on roll call vote No. 149, Final Pas-
sage of H.R. 3791 to raise the consolidated 
assets threshold under the small bank holding 
company policy statement, ‘‘aye’’ on roll call 
vote No. 150, the Amendment offered by Mr. 
YARMUTH to clarify that nothing in H.R. 2666 
prevents the FCC from requiring or enhancing 
transparency, ‘‘aye’’ on roll call vote No. 141, 
the Amendment offered by Mr. MCNERNEY 
stating that nothing in H.R. 2666 shall affect 
the authority of the FCC to act in the public in-
terest, and ‘‘no’’ on roll call vote No. 152, Final 
Passage of H.R. 2666, the No Rate Regula-
tion of Broadband Internet Access Act. 
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NATIONAL ACADEMY OF FUTURE 
SCIENTISTS AND TECH-
NOLOGISTS—COY GARDNER 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 19, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Coy Gardner from Katy, TX for 
being accepted into the National Academy of 
Future Scientists and Technologists to rep-
resent the state of Texas at the Congress of 
Future Science and Technology leaders. 

Coy attends Katy High School and is one of 
13 high school honor students selected from 
the Twenty-Second Congressional District of 
Texas. These students were selected as 
Texas delegates at the Congress of Future 
Science and Technology Leaders. This pro-
gram was designed for high school students to 
be recognized for their hard work in school, as 
well as to support their aspirations of working 
in a science or technology field. The National 
Academy was founded by Richard Rossi and 
Dr. Robert Darling; Mr. Rossi currently serves 
as president. The Congress is being held at 
the Tsongas Center at the University of Mas-
sachusetts, Lowell from June 29th through 
July 1st. Coy was selected by a group of edu-
cators to be a delegate for the Congress 
thanks to his dedication to his academic suc-
cess and goals of pursuing science or tech-
nology. We are proud of Coy and all of his 
hard work, and know he will make Katy proud. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Coy for being accepted into the National 
Academy of Future Scientists and Tech-
nologists. Keep up the great work. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MONSIGNOR JOHN DUCETTE 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 19, 2016 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of a great spiritual leader 
from Western New York, the Reverend Mon-
signor John I. Ducette, who passed away last 
week at the age of 79. 

Msgr. Ducette was a native of Buffalo and 
Niagara Falls, educated in those cities and 
later at St. Bonaventure University and Christ 
the King Seminary, both in Olean, NY, and 
later at Seton Hall University, The New York 
Province Priests’ Institute and the National In-
stitute for Clergy Formation. 

Ordained a priest on St. Patrick’s Day 1962, 
Msgr. Ducette accepted diocesan assignments 
and ministered to congregants throughout 
Western New York, from East Otto to Niagara 
Falls before finally earning assistant pastor po-
sitions at two parishes in the town of Tona-
wanda. 

In 1985, Msgr. Ducette was appointed Pas-
tor of St. Timothy’s Parish in the town of 
Tonawanda, and it is at this parish where he 
made his most lasting mark. As Pastor for 
more than 23 years, he established St. Tim’s 
as a warm and inviting—and prospering—par-
ish within the nearby Sheridan-Parkside com-
munity. Msgr. Ducette often spoke of St. Tim’s 
as ‘‘an intentional parish.’’ He told his 
congregants that, ‘‘the people that come to St. 
Tim’s don’t necessarily live in the community, 
but they long for the type of services that we 
provide to the people.’’ 

The response he received to his work dem-
onstrated that fact. Msgr. Ducette was a mas-
ter at attracting retired priests to St. Tim’s, 
where each might say one or two masses per 
weekend. In so doing, he managed a robust 
schedule of masses and attracted the fol-
lowers of these retired priests to come and 
worship at St. Tim’s, thereby growing the size 
of the parish and enhancing the parish’s ability 
to provide services to a local community often 
beset by economic and social challenges. 

Msgr. Ducette was known to run a tight 
ship. He liked to celebrate a well-organized 
and efficient Sunday mass. But within that effi-
ciency was an innate ability to deliver a cogent 
and thoughtful message. While few of Msgr. 
Ducette’s homilies during mass would exceed 
two or three minutes of length, all were memo-
rable, and most if not all would end with a 
question, usually one that would cause his 
congregants to examine their respective faith 
and allow them throughout the ensuing week 
to consider what they were doing in their lives 
to do a greater good within their own commu-
nities. 

In addition to having been named a prelate 
of honor by Pope St. John Paul II and his 
service as Chaplain of the Town of Tona-
wanda Police Department, Msrg. Ducette was 
a great lover of the sea. He served as Chap-
lain of the Port of Buffalo and for 35 years 
served as diocesan director of the Apostleship 
of the Sea, praying for the safety of all sea-
farers and blessing sailing vessels. He deliv-
ered blessings at the dedication of the USS 
Little Rock and USS The Sullivans at the Buf-
falo & Erie County Naval & Military Park. I was 
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