April 19, 2016

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Committee on Armed Services be authorized to meet during the session of the
Senate on April 19, 2016, at 9:30 a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Committee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on April 19,
2016, at 10 a.m., in room SD–406 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building, to conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Examining
the President’s FY 2017 budget request
for the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency.’’
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Committee on Foreign Relations be authorized to meet during the session of the
Senate on April 19, 2016, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Central
America and the Alliance for Prosperity: Identifying U.S. Priorities and
Assessing Progress.’’
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on April 19, 2016, at 10 a.m., to conduct
a hearing entitled, ‘‘Preventing Drug
Trafficking
through
International
Mail.’’
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be authorized to meet during the session of the
Senate on April 19, 2016, at 2:30 p.m., in
room SH–2196 of the Hart Senate Office
Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND
CAPABILITIES

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and
Capabilities of the Committee on
Armed Services be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
April 19, 2016, at 2:30 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR
Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Coast
Guard Fellow, John Ariail, in Senator
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COCHRAN’s office, be granted floor
privileges through the remainder of the
114th Congress.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous
consent
that
Marion
Wittmann, a fellow in my office, be
given floor privileges for the remainder
of this session of the Congress.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

FALLEN HEROES FLAG ACT OF
2016
Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Committee on Senate Rules and Administration be discharged from further consideration of S. 2755 and the Senate
proceed to its immediate consideration.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The clerk will report the bill by title.
The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:
A bill (S. 2755) to provide Capitol-flown
flags to the immediate family of firefighters,
law enforcement officers, members of rescue
squads or ambulance crews, and public safety
officers who are killed in the line of duty.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.
Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I ask my
colleagues to support the Fallen Heroes
Flag Act of 2016, S. 2755. This bipartisan legislation will create a program
to provide Capitol-flown flags to the
immediate family members of firefighters, law enforcement officers,
members of rescue squads or ambulance crews, and public safety officers
who are killed in the line of duty.
These flags are provided at no cost to
the family and will come with a certificate from the Senate, signed by the
providing Member and President pro
tempore, which contains our expression
of sympathy for the grieving family.
Certificates coming from the other
body will be signed by the Speaker of
the House and the providing House
Member and express the sympathy of
the House of Representatives.
I hope all my colleagues will join me
in support of this legislation. Our first
responders make tremendous sacrifices
for our communities. If one of them
makes the ultimate sacrifice, the least
we can do to recognize their life, show
our gratitude, and express our sympathy for their family is present them
with a flag flown over this building.
Under existing rules, Senate offices
may not use official funds to send flags
to individuals. This legislation authorizes a new program, administered by
the Architect of the Capitol, that will
make it possible for families who have
lost a loved one in these circumstances
to request and receive a Capitol-flown
flag at no expense. We are all grateful
for the sacrifices these dedicated public
servants make every day to serve and
protect our communities, and this legislation will make it possible to
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present grieving families with a symbol of our gratitude.
This legislation has been endorsed by
the National Fraternal Order of Police
and the Sergeants Benevolent Association. I ask unanimous consent that
their letters of support be printed in
the RECORD following my statement.
I would like to thank all my colleagues who cosponsored this legislation, particularly our ranking member
of the Rules Committee, Senator SCHUMER. I would also like to thank Congressman PETER KING, who has championed this cause in the other body for
many years. This legislation includes
some revisions to the previously passed
version in the House, but I expect they
will be agreeable to the other body.
I hope both bodies will pass this legislation quickly and send it on to the
President for his signature.
Thank you.
There being no objection, the material was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
SERGEANTS BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION, POLICE DEPARTMENT, CITY
OF NEW YORK,
New York, NY, April 7, 2016.
Hon. ROY BLUNT,
Chairman, Committee on Rules,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.
Hon. CHARLES SCHUMER,
Ranking Member, Committee on Rules,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN AND SENATOR SCHUMER, I am writing on behalf of the more than
13,000 active and retired members of the Sergeants Benevolent Association of the New
York City Police Department to advise you
of our strong support for the ‘‘Fallen Heroes
Flag Act.’’ We appreciate your leadership on
this legislation to honor those law enforcement officers and other first responders who
have lost their lives protecting their fellow
citizens.
In the first four months of 2016 alone, thirty federal, state, and local law enforcement
officers have fallen in the line of duty. According to the National Law Enforcement
Officers Memorial Fund, sixteen of these officers perished in firearms-related incidents.
Statistics such as these are a sobering reminder of the sacrifices that are made daily
by our first responders. These men and
women, as well as countless others who have
lost their lives in the line of duty, have
earned the right to be honored for their heroism.
The legislation that you have introduced
would provide this opportunity by allowing
the surviving family of a law enforcement officer, firefighter, or EMT who dies in the line
of duty to request that an American flag be
flown over the U.S. Capitol in honor of their
fallen family member. The flag would be provided to the family without cost, and would
include a signed certificate with an expression of sympathy for the family involved. It
is a simple yet extremely meaningful way to
demonstrate to surviving families our recognition of and gratitude for the tremendous
sacrifice their loved one made to keep our
nation safe.
On behalf of the membership of the Sergeants Benevolent Association, thank you
again for your leadership on this important
issue. Please do not hesitate to contact me,
or our Washington Representatives Andrew
Siff and Chris Granberg, if we can be of any
further assistance.
Sincerely,
ED MULLINS,
President.
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NATIONAL FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE,
Washington, DC, 7 April 2016.
Hon. ROY D. BLUNT,
Chairman, Committee on Rules and Administration, U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN, I am writing on behalf of the members of the Fraternal Order
of Police to advise you of our support for S.
2755, the ‘‘Fallen Heroes Flag Act of 2016.’’
This legislation will provide a flag flown
over the U.S. Capitol and a certificate containing an expression of sympathy to the immediate family member of a firefighter, law
enforcement officer, member of a rescue
squad or ambulance crew, or public safety officer who died in the line of duty.
Every day thousands of men and women
put their lives on the line to help others and
keep their communities safe. It takes a special person who is willing to sacrifice his/her
life to run towards danger, while everyone
else is running away from it. Mr. Chairman,
as co-chair of the Law Enforcement Caucus,
you know how important it is to honor the
commitment and sacrifice of the men and
women who died protecting their communities and that of their families.
Nothing can take away the pain or replace
a loved one whose life has been unjustly
taken. What we can offer is our deepest condolences and a symbol of our infinite gratitude. This legislation ensures that the heroes and their families who gave the ultimate sacrifice are honored and recognized.
On behalf of more than 330,000 members of
the Fraternal Order of Police, I want to
thank you for introducing this legislation
and amendment. If I can be of any further
help, please do not hesitate to contact me or
Executive Director Jim Pasco in my Washington Office.
Sincerely,
CHUCK CANTERBURY,
National President.

tion, as a law enforcement officer, as a firefighter, or as a chaplain; and
(5) the term ‘‘Representative’’ includes a
Delegate or Resident Commissioner to the
Congress.

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I further ask unanimous consent that the
bill be read a third time and passed and
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The bill (S. 2755) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

S. 2755
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Fallen Heroes Flag Act of 2016’’.
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SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act—
(1) the term ‘‘Capitol-flown flag’’ means a
flag of the United States flown over the Capitol in honor of the deceased individual for
whom the flag is requested;
(2) the terms ‘‘chaplain’’, ‘‘firefighter’’,
‘‘law enforcement officer’’, ‘‘member of a
rescue squad or ambulance crew’’, and ‘‘public agency’’ have the meanings given such
terms in section 1204 of the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42
U.S.C. 3796b);
(3) the term ‘‘immediate family member’’,
with respect to an individual, means—
(A) the spouse, parent, brother, sister, or
child of the individual or a person to whom
the individual stands in loco parentis; or
(B) any other person related to the individual by blood or marriage;
(4) the term ‘‘public safety officer’’ means
an individual serving a public agency in an
official capacity, with or without compensa-
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SEC. 3. PROVIDING CAPITOL-FLOWN FLAGS FOR
FAMILIES OF FALLEN HEROES.
(a) IN GENERAL.—At the request of an im-

mediate family member of a firefighter, law
enforcement officer, member of a rescue
squad or ambulance crew, or public safety officer who died in the line of duty, the Representative or Senator of the family may
provide to the family a Capitol-flown flag,
together with the certificate described in
subsection (c).
(b) NO COST TO FAMILY.—A Capitol-flown
flag provided under this section shall be provided at no cost to the family.
(c) CERTIFICATE.—The certificate described
in this subsection is a certificate which is
signed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the Representative, or the
President pro tempore of the Senate and the
Senator, providing the Capitol-flown flag, as
applicable, and which contains an expression
of sympathy for the family involved from the
House of Representatives or the Senate, as
applicable.
SEC. 4. REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days

after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Architect of the Capitol shall issue regulations for carrying out this Act, including
regulations to establish procedures (including any appropriate forms, guidelines, and
accompanying certificates) for requesting a
Capitol-flown flag.
(b) REVIEW.—The regulations issued under
subsection (a) shall take effect upon approval by the Committee on House Administration of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Rules and Administration
of the Senate.
There are authorized to be appropriated for
each of fiscal years 2017 through 2022 such
sums as may be necessary to carry out this
Act, to be derived from amounts appropriated in each such fiscal year for the operation of the Architect of the Capitol, except
that the aggregate amount appropriated to
carry out this Act for all such fiscal years
may not exceed $40,000.
SEC. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall take effect on the date of
enactment of this Act, except that a Capitolflown flag may not be provided under section
3 until the regulations issued under section
4(a) take effect in accordance with section
4(b).
f

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS
COMMEMORATIVE COIN ACT
Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee
be discharged from further consideration of H.R. 2722 and the Senate proceed to its immediate consideration.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.
The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:
A bill (H.R. 2722) to require the Secretary
of the Treasury to mint coins in recognition
of the fight against breast cancer.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.
Mr. JOHNSON. I further ask unanimous consent that the bill be read a
third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
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laid upon the table with no intervening
action or debate.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The bill (H.R. 2722) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.
f

RECOGNIZING
THE
IMMEASURABLE BENEFITS OF THE NATIONAL 4–H PROGRAM TO THE
YOUNG PEOPLE OF THE UNITED
STATES
Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
431, submitted earlier today.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.
The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 431) recognizing the
immeasurable benefits of the national 4–H
program to the young people of the United
States and supporting the campaign to expand the 4–H program.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or debate.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The resolution (S. Res. 431) was
agreed to.
The preamble was agreed to.
(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)
f

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, APRIL
20, 2016
Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Senate completes its business today, it adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Wednesday, April
20; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; further, that following
leader remarks, the Senate resume
consideration of S. 2012.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW
Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come before the Senate, I ask unanimous consent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order.
There being no objection, the Senate,
at 6:50 p.m., adjourned until Wednesday, April 20, 2016, at 9:30 a.m.
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