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I deeply respect her commitment to
consumer interests. She is widely ac-
knowledged for her keen judgment and
insight on all these issues, advancing
smart telecommunications policy for
the public benefit.

She is a graduate of Wesleyan Uni-
versity and New York University Law
School. Her career has been about tele-
communications law, which included
time as senior communications counsel
for the Senate Commerce Committee
under the leadership of both Senator
Rockefeller and Senator Inouye.

In her time on the Commission, she
has been a champion of consumers, stu-
dents, emergency responders, of every-
day working men and women who de-
serve the best system and protection of
their interests when it comes to tele-
communications.

There was an agreement that ought
to be respected, but as important or
even more important than an agree-
ment, she deserves and the country
needs for her to serve as a Commis-
sioner.

I urge my colleagues to reconfirm her
swiftly and overwhelmingly so that she
can continue to do this vital and im-
portant work she has been doing.

Thank you, Mr. President.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk for
the Alexander substitute amendment
No. 3801.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on Senate
amendment No. 3801 to Calendar No. 96, H.R.
2028, an act making appropriations for en-
ergy and water development and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes.

Mitch McConnell, Lamar Alexander,
Jerry Moran, John Boozman, Steve
Daines, Richard Burr, Roy Blunt, Orrin
G. Hatch, John Hoeven, John Thune,
Thad Cochran, Roger F. Wicker, Mark
Kirk, John McCain, Lindsey Graham,
Johnny Isakson, Pat Roberts.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk for
the underlying bill, H.R. 2028.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.
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The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on Calendar
No. 96, H.R. 2028, an act making appropria-
tions for energy and water development and
related agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2016, and for other purposes.

Mitch McConnell, Lamar Alexander,
Jerry Moran, John Boozman, Steve
Daines, Richard Burr, Roy Blunt, Orrin
G. Hatch, John Hoeven, John Thune,
Thad Cochran, Roger F. Wicker, Mark
Kirk, John McCain, Lindsey Graham,
Johnny Isakson, Pat Roberts.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum calls with respect to
the cloture motions be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the filing deadline for all
first-degree amendments to both the
Alexander substitute amendment No.
3801 and the underlying bill, H.R. 2028,
be at 2:30 p.m., Tuesday, April 26.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
EARTH DAY

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, last Fri-
day marked the 46th annual Earth Day,
and we cannot ignore that we are at a
crossroads in time. Human-caused cli-
mate change is accelerating with each
passing year and is now taking a severe
toll on our planet. We see it in our
scorched farmlands and burnt forests
in the West and in the flood ravaged
river valleys and superstorm battered
coastlines in the East. Climate change
is not a hoax, and we must act now to
protect our future and our future gen-
erations.

Earth Day is an opportunity to rec-
ognize that climate change is not only
the greatest threat to our environment
today, but it also poses a threat to pub-
lic health and to our national and eco-
nomic security. In coming years, the
economy of Vermont, the TUnited
States, and every country on Earth
will be altered. We must guide that
economic transformation to protect fu-
ture generations.

We are really just beginning to grap-
ple with the serious economic con-
sequences of climate change across the
country. In Vermont, we saw the
warmest winter on record this year,
with mean temperatures 5 to 10 degrees
above normal and snowfall several feet
below normal. On Christmas Eve, the
mercury hit 68 degrees in the State
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capital of Montpelier, beating the pre-
vious record by 17 degrees. The abnor-
mally high temperatures and lack of
snow hurt our ski and tourism indus-
tries. Many ski areas saw business
down 20 percent, and some saw a drop
of as much as 40 percent. This does not
just impact the ski areas and the
mountains, but also our restaurants,
local hotels, contractors, and other
businesses that are driven by the ski
industry.

Climate change could also impact
Vermont’s maple industry, which con-
tributes more than $300 million in sales
to Vermont’s economy every year.
While 2016 has been a successful year
for producing maple syrup, if tempera-
tures continue to rise each year, in the
short term we could face reduced sap
quality and even a decrease in the
amount of sap produced. I am also very
concerned that, in the long term, our
sugar maple stands could be decimated
by invasive pests or threatened by
drought and forest fires. The agri-
culture and fisheries sector is highly
dependent on specific climate condi-
tions, and maple production will not be
the only agricultural industry affected.
The Pacific Northwest’s winemakers,
Alaska’s salmon fisheries, the
Southeast’s peanut producers, and corn
growers in the Midwest could all face
significant climate-related challenges.

The threats posed by climate change
are numerous and can be downright
frightening. However, Earth Day—and
every day—we must remember that, if
we can have such a profound negative
impact on our environment, we can
also have a profound positive affect on
the drivers of climate change. If we
make climate the top priority around
which we organize and refocus eco-
nomic decisions, we can find solutions
to climate risk through creative think-
ing and innovation. While climate
change does represent one of the great-
est challenges of our time, we should
see it as opportunity to nurture and at-
tract entrepreneurism, rather than
dragging our heels or denying that
there is a problem.

I am proud that time after time
Vermonters continue to come together
to identify solutions to big problems. I
am amazed and energized every day by
Vermont innovators who are thinking
creatively and already leading nation-
ally and internationally. Vermont
businesses, nonprofits, and educational
institutions are already tackling big
problems and finding solutions to cli-
mate change, solutions that are being
readied to be deployed in Vermont and
exported around the world. Just last
week, I had joined leaders from the
University of Vermont to announce a
National Science Foundation competi-
tive award of $20 million to Vermont
EPSCoR, which will support research
of the Lake Champlain Basin and its
watersheds to find out what has made
some parts of the basin resilient in the
face of extreme weather events, while
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other parts fail to recover and rebound.
Work like this on Lake Champlain will
give Vermont and other regions new
tools to help build resiliency in areas
that have been vulnerable in the past.

Recently, I was pleased to hear that
not just one, but two Vermont compa-
nies, Green Mountain Power and
Vermont Electric Power Company, or
VELCO, are finalists for the Edison
Electric Institute’s prestigious Edison
Award this year for their innovation
and contribution to the advancement
of the electric industry. Green Moun-
tain Power is working to expand re-
newable energy production in Vermont
and is taking their Cow Power model
to the next level with a large
multifarm bio-digester. Meanwhile,
VELCO’s Vermont Weather Analytics
Center will help to build a more reli-
able grid as customers, communities,
and energy businesses work to prepare
for the more severe storms brought by
climate change and will also help gar-
ner renewable energy’s full value and
potential in the State. These are cut-
ting-edge projects, generating jobs and
knowledge while generating energy.

Some people see climate change sim-
ply as an environmental issue, but it is
about so much more than that. Cre-
ating a green energy sector is not just
about cutting greenhouse gas emis-
sions. It is about providing jobs for
Americans in the renewable energy and
energy efficiency sectors. This is about
strengthening national security
through energy independence. This is
about breaking the stranglehold of oil
on the transportation system by devel-
oping alternative transportation en-
ergy sources. Addressing climate
change is also about ensuring that our
children and grandchildren have clean
air to breathe on Earth Day and every
day for generations to come.

We have come together before, across
the aisle and across regions, to solve
large problems. We must do so again.
We owe it to the planet and to future
generations.

—————

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, Congress has 30 cal-
endar days during which the sale may
be reviewed. The provision stipulates
that in the Senate the notification of
proposed sales shall be sent to the
chairman of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.
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There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Arlington, VA.
Hon. BOB CORKER,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(5)(A) of
the Arms Export Control Act (AECA), as
amended, we are forwarding Transmittal No.
0K-16. This notification relates to enhance-
ments or upgrades from the level of sensi-
tivity of technology or capability described
in the Section 36(b)(1) AECA certification 14—
44 of 17 September 2014.

Sincerely,
J.W. RIXEY,
Vice Admiral, USN, Director.

Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 0K-16

Report of Enhancement or Upgrade of Sensi-
tivity of Technology or Capability (Sec.
36(b)(5A), AECA)

(i) Purchaser: Poland.

(ii) Sec. 36(b)(1), AECA Transmittal No.:
14-44; Date: 17 September 2014; Military De-
partment: Air Force.

(iii) Description: On 17 September 2014,
Congress was notified by Congressional cer-
tification transmittal number 14-44 of the
possible sale under Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act of 40 AGM-158A
Joint  Air-to-Surface Standoff Missiles
(JASSM), 2 AGM-58A JASSM Live with Test
Instrumentation Kit (TIK) and Flight Termi-
nation Systems (FTS), 2 AGM-158A JASSM
Inert with TIK and FTS, and 2 Flight Certifi-
cation Test Vehicles. Also included: Oper-
ational Flight Plan upgrade to M6.5 tape for
the Polish F-16C/D Block 52 aircraft to in-
clude JASSM integration, missile con-
tainers, spare and repair parts, support and
test equipment, publications and technical
documentation, personnel training and
training equipment, U.S. Government and
contractor engineering, technical, and logis-
tics support services, and other related ele-
ments of logistical and program support. The
estimated total cost was $500 million. Major
Defense Equipment (MDE) constituted $270
million of this total.

This transmittal reports the addition of
twenty-eight (28) AGM-158A Joint Air-to
Surface Standoff Missiles (JASSM) to the
previously notified sale. Upon completion of
contract negotiations between the U.S. Gov-
ernment and the vendor, the per-missile
price was significantly lower than antici-
pated, resulting in residual funds available
to Poland. Poland decided to use these funds
to procure twenty-eight (28) additional mis-
siles. Increasing the quantity of missiles will
not result in a net increase in the value of
MDE originally notified. The total case
value will remain $500 million.

(iv) Significance: The proposed increase in
quantity will improve Poland’s capacity to
deter regional threats and to strengthen its
homeland defense as well as to strengthen its
air-to-ground strike capabilities.

(v) Justification: The proposed sale will
contribute to the foreign policy and the na-
tional security objectives of the TUnited
States by helping to improve the security of
a NATO ally. Poland continues to be an im-
portant force for political stability and eco-
nomic progress in Central Europe.

(vi) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
April 21, 2016.
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DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Arlington, VA.
Hon. BoB CORKER,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
16-19, concerning the Department of the Air
Force’s proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Ac-
ceptance to the Government of Australia for
defense articles and services estimated to
cost $1.22 billion. After this letter is deliv-
ered to your office, we plan to issue a news
release to notify the public of this proposed
sale.

Sincerely,
J.W. RIXEY,
Vice Admiral, USN, Director.

Enclosures.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 16-19

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Australia.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment * $1.08 billion.

Other $ .14 billion.

Total $1.22 billion.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Up to 450 Advanced Medium-Range Air-to-
Air Missiles (AIM-120D).

Up to 34 AIM-120D Air Vehicles Instru-
mented (AAVI).

Up to 6 Instrumented Test Vehicles (ITVs).

Up to 10 spare AIM-120 Guidance Sections
(GSs).

Non-MDE: This request also includes the
following Non-MDE: containers, weapon sys-
tem support equipment, support and test
equipment, site survey, transportation, re-
pair and return warranties, spare and repair
parts, publications and technical data, main-
tenance, personnel training, and training
equipment, U.S. Government and contractor
representative engineering, logistics, and
technical support services, and other related
elements of logistics support.

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (YLD).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: AT-D-
YKX-01 DEC 98, AT-D-YLB-06 OCT-11 AT-D-—
YLC-25 FEB-15

(vi) Sales Commission. Fee. etc.. Paid. Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Provosed to be Sold: See Annex attached.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
April 21, 2016.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Australia—AIM-120D Advanced Medium-
Ranee Air-to-Air Missiles

The Government of Australia requested a
possible sale of:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Up to 450 Advanced Medium-Range Air-to-
Air Missiles (AIM-120D).

Up to 34 AIM-120D Air Vehicles Instru-
mented (AAVI).

Up to 6 Instrumented Test Vehicles (ITVs).

Up to 10 spare AIM-120 Guidance Sections
(GSs).

This request also includes the following
Non-MDE: containers, weapon system sup-
port equipment, support and test equipment,
site survey, transportation, repair and re-
turn warranties, spare and repair parts, pub-
lications and technical data, maintenance,
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