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I went over for the argument before
the Supreme Court last week. The
State of Texas and 25 other States have
challenged this saying it will create
benefits for these individuals under
DACA and DAPA that will cost the
States money. It turns out, the whole
story is that once these people are
working in the United States and pay-
ing taxes, the State of Texas and all
the other States are going to make
quite a bit more money off these work-
ers when they actually are required to
pay taxes, as they should. So this eco-
nomic argument doesn’t go too far.

The point I have tried to make to my
colleagues in the Senate, as long as I
have been here and as long as I have
had this opportunity to talk about the
DREAM Act, is that they ought to take
a moment, stop listening to the Presi-
dential debates, and just pay attention
to the lives which are at stake in this
conversation.

I have come to the floor quite a few
times to talk about young people who
would be helped if the DREAM Act be-
came the law of the land. This morning
I am going to introduce Cynthia San-
chez to those who are watching.

Cynthia Sanchez is another young
person who is living in the United
States and is undocumented. She was
brought here at the age of 7 from Mex-
ico. She grew up in Denver, CO. She
was an excellent student. In high
school, Cynthia was a member of the
National Honor Society and made the
President’s honor roll every semester
with a 4.0 grade point average. I wish I
could say the same about my high
school experience.

Cynthia was vice president and co-
president of the Student Council. She
volunteered as a peer mediator and vol-
unteered at the local library. She went
on to attend the University of Denver
where she received lots of awards and
scholarships and was an active volun-
teer.

For the record, undocumented young
people like Cynthia receive no Federal
assistance to go to college—no Pell
grants, no government loans. They
have to find a way to pay for it. They
can’t use any government benefits to
move forward with their education.

She was a member of a student orga-
nization called the Pioneer Leadership
Program. She helped to develop Denver
University Senior Connect, an organi-
zation to help raise awareness about
the needs of senior citizens.

As a member of the Volunteers in
Partnership Program, Cynthia orga-
nized workshops at high schools and
middle schools with low-income and
minority student populations. She
helped the students fill out their col-
lege applications and write scholarship
essays, and she brought the students to
visit her campus at the University of
Denver.

She graduated in 2010 with a degree
in cognitive neuroscience, which is a
double major in psychology and biol-
ogy, and she even minored in chem-
istry on top of that.
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Because of her immigration status—
and despite the fact that she had this
amazing college experience and was
academically successful and had this
important degree—she couldn’t find a
job. She wasn’t even able to volunteer
at a local hospital because she lacked a
Social Security number, being undocu-
mented.

I ask unanimous consent for 2 addi-
tional minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DURBIN. Thank you.

Cynthia’s dream to become a doctor
was on hold because of her immigra-
tion status. Only nine schools told her
she might be able to apply and be con-
sidered as an undocumented student.
Two years after graduating, Cynthia
was working as a nanny and ques-
tioning whether all the hard work and
time in school was wasted.

Cynthia cried as President Obama
made the announcement about cre-
ating DACA. She realized she was
going to be given a chance. She applied
for DACA immediately. She was ap-
proved in the summer of 2013. By Sep-
tember, Cynthia was working at North-
western University in Chicago doing
clinical research in the Department of
Medicine’s Division of Cardiology. Her
research focuses on improving treat-
ment options for patients facing heart
failure.

She sent me a letter, and this is what
she said:

DACA has meant a new realm of opportu-
nities for me, it has opened new doors for
me, and it has allowed me to once again see
my dream as a reality. I truly believe that if
those opposed to DACA or the DREAM Act
had the chance to sit down and meet undocu-
mented students, their opinions might
change. They would see capable, smart, hard-
working individuals who are Americans in
every sense of the word, love this country
and want to contribute to its prosperity.
After all, this is our home.

Cynthia and the other DREAMers
have a lot to give to America. Like
many Americans who have come to
this country, they are willing to sac-
rifice. They are willing to go to the
back of the line. All they are asking for
is a chance.

I urge my colleagues—particularly
my Republican colleagues—to join us
in doing the right thing for these
DREAMers, doing the right thing for
Cynthia, and thousands of others who
are just asking for a chance to make
America a better nation.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi.

DUCHENNE MUSCULAR
DYSTROPHY

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, the
fight against muscular dystrophy is a
cause I have championed since my days
in the House of Representatives. My
fight against Duchenne muscular dys-
trophy began when a parent told me
about his son’s diagnosis with the dis-
ease.

S2513

This parent refused to accept that
there was no hope. The House and Sen-
ate agreed with the MD-CARE Act and,
since that time, the life expectancy of
the average Duchenne muscular dys-
trophy patient has increased by a full
decade. This is progress we have made
on behalf of sick people whose lives
were threatened, and this is an exam-
ple of government at its best.

On Monday of this week, I saw the
same devotion in the hundreds of
Duchenne families who attended a
meeting of the advisers of the Food and
Drug Administration. The meeting’s
attendance broke records. I thank the
FDA for making the appropriate ac-
commodations to handle a crowd of
this size. Some 11,000 people also tuned
in remotely, watching the meeting via
live stream.

Monday’s gathering was about what
could be the first disease-modifying
therapy for Duchenne muscular dys-
trophy. For more than 3 hours, the ad-
visory committee heard from parents,
doctors, and patients about the drug’s
impact on their lives. The stories were
heartfelt and hopeful, reinforcing the
importance of patient engagement in
the drug approval process. The dedica-
tion of the Duchenne community con-
tinues to set an example for advocates
of other rare diseases.

Patient voices should be part of the
drug review process, and I am glad to
see the FDA is implementing greater
stakeholder involvement in this proc-
ess. This was one of the goals of the
Food and Drug Administration Safety
and Innovation Act, which Congress
passed in 2012. It continues to be a goal
of my Patient-Focused Impact Assess-
ment Act, introduced last year, which
would require FDA to share how they
use feedback from patients and advo-
cates in the drug approval process.

Unfortunately, the advisory com-
mittee decided this week not to rec-
ommend the approval of the first
Duchenne drug. This is disappointing
news for me and for thousands of
Duchenne families, even those who
might not benefit directly from this
drug but from other advancements that
could stem from it.

Before a final decision is made next
month, I hope the FDA will take into
consideration the perspectives of
Duchenne patients and parents. The in-
dividuals fighting the good fight every
day are ‘‘the real experts,” to quote
Austin Leclaire, who suffers from
Duchenne and has experienced in-
creased mobility because of the drug.
People like Austin have a life-threat-
ening disease now. They don’t have
much time.

No matter the outcome of the FDA’s
decision next month, I will continue to
fight the good fight on behalf of those
with Duchenne muscular dystrophy. In
the 15 years since I introduced the MD-
CARE, I have learned that small wins
can lead to big victories.

MD-CARE was the first Federal law
to focus on muscular dystrophy. It
helped set in motion the research and
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trials that have produced
groundbreaking therapies. The life of
muscular dystrophy patients now is an
average of 12 years longer—I think I
earlier said a decade; it is actually 12
years longer than it was in 2001—a won-
derful achievement. There are more
trial participants needed today than
there are Duchenne patients.

Young adults with Duchenne were a
population that did not exist when we
first funded research for the disease.
They never got to adulthood. Today
they are getting to adulthood because
Congress acted. Because of the MD-
CARE amendments that became law
last Congress, research at the National
Institutes of Health has been updated
in ways that could help patients lead
even longer, healthier lives. We want
this research to continue. We want
companies to continue to invest in
drugs and therapies that could change
the lives of those with rare diseases.

Duchenne is still a fatal disease, af-
fecting 1 out of every 3,500 boys—most-
ly boys. Most young men with
Duchenne live only to their mid to late
twenties. We should take every oppor-
tunity to find a breakthrough. We
should take every opportunity to im-
prove quality of life. This is about the
futures of young people who face this
disease every day and the families who
refuse to give up hope.

I look forward to the FDA’s full and
final decision on this matter next
month, and I certainly am hoping for a
positive answer from the FDA.

Thank you.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Dakota.

——
REMEMBERING TERRY REDLIN

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to be allowed to
display this Terry Redlin painting dur-
ing my speech.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I rise to
pay tribute to Terry Redlin, a citizen
of South Dakota who rose to fame in
the 1970s as an artist known for his
vivid and vibrant outdoor paintings.

On Sunday, April 24, 2016, Terry
passed away at the age of 78 in Water-
town, where he was born and raised.
Our entire State was deeply saddened
to hear of his passing. Terry spent his
life promoting South Dakota, and he
shared his appreciation for our great
State with the entire world through his
paintings. He will be missed deeply, not
only by his family and loved ones but
by all who admired his work through-
out his very distinguished career.

Growing up, Terry liked to draw. He
didn’t think he would become an artist,
though. As an avid outdoorsman, he
wanted to be a forest ranger so there
would be plenty of opportunities to
hunt and fish when he wasn’t working.
Then, tragically, at the age of 15, his
life was changed forever. He was badly
hurt in a motorcycle accident, and his
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leg had to be amputated. Becoming a
forest ranger was now impossible for
Terry, but Terry didn’t let that stop
him from pursuing greatness.

After graduating high school, Terry
received a disability scholarship to
help further his education. Using it, he
earned a degree from the St. Paul
School of Associated Arts and spent 25
successful years working in commer-
cial art as a layout artist, graphic de-
signer, illustrator, and art director. In
his spare time, he enjoyed photog-
raphy, particularly of the outdoors and
wildlife. Then he started painting from
his photographs and from his memo-
ries.

In 1977, at the age of 40, Redlin’s
painting ‘“Winter Snows’ appeared on
the cover of The Farmer magazine. He
quickly rose to prominence as an ex-
ceptional artist and started painting
full time. From 1990 to 1998, each year’s
poll of national art galleries by U.S.
Art Magazine selected Terry Redlin as
‘““America’s Most Popular Artist.”

Over the years, many people have
tried to describe the effect Terry’s
paintings had on them. People connect
with his paintings. They inspire us to
remember personal memories of past
times, places, and experiences. Your
heart is tugged when you look at them.
There is peacefulness and warmth.
Terry used to call it romantic realism,
but mere words simply cannot describe
it. As you can see from this Redlin
painting beside me entitled ‘“‘America,
America,” which I brought with me
from my front office where it normally
hangs, the beauty of his paintings is
truly indescribable.

His son convinced him to stop selling
original paintings and just sell prints.
Someday, he said, they would build a
beautiful art gallery to display all of
the originals. And they did. It could
have been built in the Twin Cities,
where he lived for a time, or a large
metropolitan area, because Terry’s
paintings are loved everywhere. Terry
chose his hometown of Watertown, SD,
for the construction of the Redlin Art
Center. It was a gift to his home State
and hometown for that $1,500 scholar-
ship he was given all those years ago,
which created a wonderful life for him
and his family.

Three million visitors came to the
Redlin Art Center in the first 3 years
and many more millions since then.
Terry would sometimes walk into the
galleries unannounced and visit with
guests who would then ask the front
desk: Who is that nice guy? When told
it was Terry, they were shocked and
delighted.

Once Terry was seen driving slowly
through the parking lot. When asked
what he was doing, he said he was look-
ing at all the different license plates
and what they were doing there. He
said he was amazed that people would
travel so far just to see his paintings.

Terry was also generous to the sub-
jects of many of his creations. His
paintings and prints have been used by
various wildlife and conservation
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groups to raise more than $40 million
to benefit their causes.

For those of us who were blessed with
the opportunity to meet and know
Terry Redlin, we always came away
feeling like he was our friend—so won-
derful, so kind, and so humble. For
those who know him through his paint-
ings, his spirit shone brightly in all of
his work.

As we mourn his death and pray for
his loved ones during this difficult
time, may we find comfort knowing
that the legacy which he leaves behind
through his paintings will be enjoyed
and appreciated for generations to
come. He was a great painter but an
even greater human being.

Terry once said that he wanted to
paint forever, that he had to paint.
Terry said it was like breathing to
him. Unfortunately, illness forced him
into retirement in 2007, and on Sunday,
April 24, 2016, the Lord brought Terry
up to Heaven. Now he can breathe
again.

Thank you, Mr. President.

I yield the floor.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

————

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 2028, which
the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 2028) making appropriations
for energy and water development and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Alexander/Feinstein amendment No. 3801,
in the nature of a substitute.

Alexander amendment No. 3804 (to amend-
ment No. 3801), to modify provisions relating
to Nuclear Regulatory Commission fees.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ZIKA VIRUS

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I want
to start by expressing my appreciation
to all of my colleagues who are joining
me on the floor today, and I thank
them for all the work they do every
day for women and their health care.

As of last week, the CDC reported
nearly 900 cases of Zika here in the
United States and three U.S. terri-
tories, including actually two con-
firmed in my home State of Wash-
ington.

A recent survey showed that 40 per-
cent of adults in the United States see
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