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There being no objection, the mate-

rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
[From the Lexington Herald-Leader, Apr. 23, 

2016] 
SOMERSET BUSINESSMAN WARD CORRELL, 

KNOWN FOR PHILANTHROPY, DEAD AT AGE 88 
(By Bill Estep) 

Somerset businessman Ward F. Correll, 
recognized for millions of dollars’ worth of 
philanthropy in support of various causes, 
died Thursday at University of Kentucky 
Chandler Hospital. He was 88. 

Correll had been hospitalized since suf-
fering what police said were accidental gun-
shot wounds at his home early March 9. 

Correll had business interests in a shop-
ping center, an oil and gas distributorship 
and a life insurance company, and he was a 
founder of First Southern National Bank. 

Correll had given millions to causes and 
projects including land for a water park and 
youth baseball field in Somerset; land and fi-
nancial support for Somerset Christian 
School; money to renovate an auditorium at 
Somerset High School; and $1 million for a 
classroom building at the University of the 
Cumberlands in Williamsburg. The building 
was named for Correll and his late wife, Re-
gina. 

He also made smaller donations, reportedly 
giving away $30 worth of gas from his sta-
tions to active-duty military personnel in 
2009, for instance. 

Observers said Correll’s philanthropy had 
touched countless lives. 

‘‘It has built the community up from every 
aspect,’’ said Carolyn Mounce, head of the 
Somerset-Pulaski County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau. 

U.S. Rep. Hal Rogers, a Somerset Repub-
lican, said Correll’s impact will last for gen-
erations. 

‘‘His generosity was as vast as his business 
ingenuity, and he routinely used both to in-
spire and encourage everyone around him,’’ 
Rogers said. ‘‘Ultimately, Ward loved his 
God, his family, his community and his 
country, and spent a lifetime faithfully serv-
ing each one with great passion and enthu-
siasm.’’ 

Correll was born in Wayne County, one of 
13 children, and grew up in Pulaski County 
in modest circumstances. 

He told the story of leaving home after 
high school with $2.67 and hitchhiking to De-
troit for work, returning home several 
months later with a bit more money in his 
pocket. 

He eventually developed a shopping center 
in the 1960s on what was then a sparsely 
built stretch of U.S. 27 in Somerset, now 
crowded with hundreds of businesses. 

Correll frequently bought full-page adver-
tisements in the Commonwealth-Journal 
newspaper in Somerset to publish inspira-
tional quotes. 

Correll, a Korean War veteran, is survived 
by six children, nine grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren, according to Lake Cum-
berland Funeral Home. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BOYS TOWN NEVADA 
IN THE 12TH ANNUAL JOURNEY 
OF HOPE GALA 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I wish to 
honor the 25th anniversary of Boys 
Town Nevada. Serving southern Ne-
vada’s most vulnerable children, Boys 
Town Nevada helps to support and edu-
cate children and families in need. 

Boys Town opened its doors in Ne-
vada in 1991. Since then, they have pro-

moted valuable skills for boys and girl 
and their families in the Las Vegas 
area. The organization has developed 
family-based services in the home by 
aiding in the process of reunifying fam-
ilies. Boys Town strives to provide the 
necessary skills to create and maintain 
a stable household for all members of 
the family. 

For more than a century, Boys Town 
has followed Father Edward Flanagan’s 
mission to save children and heal fami-
lies through the power of love, family, 
and faith. Because of their positive im-
pact in Nevada, they have been able to 
improve the lives of nearly 15,000 chil-
dren over the last two decades. Their 
dedication and their hard work resem-
bles Nevada’s values to sustain healthy 
relationships and minimize problems 
that affect the mental health of each 
family. 

As part of the 12th annual Journey of 
Hope gala, I would like to honor Diana 
Bennet and Scott Menke for being the 
2016 Hope Awards recipients. These phi-
lanthropy icons exemplify the gen-
erosity and commitment to dedicate 
their lives to impact the lives of chil-
dren, families, and all Nevada commu-
nities. 

I applaud executive director Denise 
Biden and her team for her strong lead-
ership in one of the most important or-
ganizations for children in the State of 
Nevada. Her dedication though the past 
15 years has positively impacted more 
than 3,000 children each year. This or-
ganization is an invaluable part of 
communities throughout the State, 
and I would like to extend my best 
wishes for continued success. 
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10TH ANNIVERSARY OF PROJECT 
REAL 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I wish to 
honor the 10th anniversary of Project 
Real. Project Real will formally cele-
brate over 10 years of teaching Nevada 
students the importance of the law and 
giving them the tools they need to pre-
vent crime. 

Since 2005, Project Real has met the 
challenge of teaching Nevada students 
from kindergarten through high school 
about the principles of democracy, law, 
and the responsibilities of citizenship. 
The organization is working to bring 
law and civic education back into Ne-
vada’s classrooms by providing pro-
grams that give students of all ages the 
opportunity to learn about our judicial 
system. Project Real takes pride in en-
suring that students are positive con-
tributors to the communities in which 
they reside. 

Since its inception, the organization 
has also been a strong supporter of aca-
demic programs that allow children to 
gain a better understanding of our judi-
cial system. Working closely with the 
State bar of Nevada, Project Real pre-
pares Nevada’s children to become in-
volved, participating citizens who un-
derstand their responsibilities and 
rights. These programs not only en-
courage students to act with integrity, 

but also foster connections between 
students and legal professionals. 

I applaud executive director Tom 
Kovach and his team for strong leader-
ship in an important organization for 
children throughout the State. I am 
pleased that through your and other’s 
selfless efforts, incalculable numbers of 
students and communities have been 
positively affected by Project Real. I 
would like to recognize Irwin Molasky 
and Sam Lionel, as well. It was because 
of their vision for children in Nevada 
to become responsible citizens that 
they founded Project Real. This organi-
zation is an invaluable part of commu-
nities throughout the State, and I 
would like to extend my best wishes for 
continued success. 
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REMEMBERING LAURA CHA-YU 
LIU 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, it is 
with a heavy heart that I share the 
news that Judge Laura Cha-Yu Liu 
passed away last week. A longtime 
resident of Chicago, Judge Liu was 
only 49 years old. Although her time 
with us was far too short, her accom-
plishments were many. Judge Liu 
broke barriers. She was the first Chi-
nese American woman to become judge 
in Illinois, the first Chinese American 
elected to public office in Cook County. 
And in 2014, Judge Liu became the first 
Asian American to serve on the Illinois 
appellate court. 

Her story is the story of the Amer-
ican dream. Born in Carbondale, IL, 
her parents were immigrants fleeing a 
dire political situation and the terrors 
of war. They came to this country as 
foreign exchange students in the hopes 
of providing a better life for their chil-
dren. Liu’s first language was Man-
darin, and she started school speaking 
very little English. She overcame the 
language barrier and graduated as her 
high school’s valedictorian. In 1987, she 
received a bachelor’s degree from 
Youngstown State University and a 
law degree from the University of Cin-
cinnati in 1991. 

As the daughter of immigrants, 
Judge Liu took extraordinary pride in 
her work on the Illinois Supreme 
Court’s Access to Justice program, 
aimed at making the system more ac-
cessible to immigrants and non-English 
speakers. She helped draft require-
ments that courts provide qualified in-
terpreters for parties and witnesses. 
Throughout her career, Judge Liu was 
a staunch defender of individuals’ 
rights, especially the most vulnerable 
in our community. It wasn’t uncom-
mon for Judge Liu to delay court pro-
ceedings when people struggled to un-
derstand, saying: ‘‘We’re going to wait 
for an interpreter.’’ And no one did 
more to ensure that language barriers 
would not stand in the way of justice 
for all at Daley Center. 

Five years ago, Judge Liu was diag-
nosed with breast cancer, but that 
didn’t slow her down. She continued 
working, running for election in 2012 
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