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Back Day. Take back days are nation-
wide efforts to remove old or unused 
prescription drugs from medicine cabi-
nets so they don’t fall into the wrong 
hands and lead to substance abuse and 
addiction. I am proud to have helped 
encourage take back days a few years 
ago by working with Senators KLO-
BUCHAR, CORNYN, and BROWN to pass 
the Secure and Responsible Drug Dis-
posal Act. 

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, health care 
providers wrote almost a quarter of a 
billion opioid prescriptions in 2013, 
enough for every American adult to 
have his or her own bottle of pills. The 
accumulation of these medicines in our 
homes creates a public health risk, 
since they can be accidentally in-
gested, abused, stolen, and passed on to 
others. According to the 2014 National 
Survey on Drug Use and Health, 6.5 
million Americans abused controlled 
prescription drugs that year. According 
to that same study, a majority of 
abused prescription drugs are obtained 
from family and friends, including 
from the home medicine cabinet. 

Obviously, the consequences of this 
prescription drug abuse can be dan-
gerous and even deadly. Prescription 
drug abuse may lead to abuse of other 
drugs like heroin, which is cheaper and 
more readily available. In 2014, more 
than 47,000 drug overdose deaths oc-
curred in the United States, an alltime 
high. Incredibly, more than half of 
those deaths involved prescription 
opioids or heroin. 

So raising public awareness about 
the dangers of abuse and reducing the 
availability of unused medications are 
important components of preventing 
prescription drug abuse and addiction. 
The take back day initiative is a great 
way to make progress on both fronts. 

Beginning in September 2010, the 
DEA has coordinated these days twice 
a year, with fantastic results. At the 
most recent event last September, 
Americans turned in 350 tons of pre-
scription drugs at more than 5,000 sites 
operated by the DEA and more than 
3,800 of its State and local law enforce-
ment partners. Overall, in its 10 pre-
vious take back events, DEA and its 
partners have taken in more than 2,750 
tons of pills. It is not an exaggeration 
to say that take back events have 
probably saved lives. 

Now, for some unexplained reason, 
the Obama administration decided to 
discontinue this program a few years 
ago, but in May 2015, I was a member of 
a bipartisan group of Senators that 
wrote to the Department of Justice, 
urging that it be reinstated. A few 
months later, DEA Acting Adminis-
trator Rosenberg did so. I am grateful 
for that decision. 

In fact, I support expanding take 
back opportunities, by creating addi-
tional permanent, convenient disposal 
sites for the public. Expansion of the 
program along these lines is explicitly 
authorized in the Comprehensive Ad-
diction and Recovery Act, a bill I guid-

ed through the Judiciary Committee in 
February. It subsequently passed the 
Senate by a vote of 94–1. 

So I urge everyone in Iowa and across 
the country to check your homes for 
unneeded or expired medicines. If you 
find any, please take part in this year’s 
National Prescription Drug Take Back 
Day on Saturday. Participating loca-
tions typically include neighborhood 
pharmacies and local fire and police de-
partments. You can locate a specific 
collection site near you on the DEA’s 
website. This is one small way we can 
each do our part to reduce the risk of 
drug abuse and addiction for our fami-
lies and communities. 

f 

DUCHENNE MUSCULAR 
DYSTROPHY 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I wish 
to raise awareness about Duchenne 
muscular dystrophy and the boys and 
young men who suffer from this dev-
astating disease. 

Duchenne muscular dystrophy was 
first brought to my attention 15 years 
ago, when I met Brian and Alice 
Denger of Biddeford, ME. The Dengers 
had two wonderful sons, Matthew and 
Patrick, who were both born with 
Duchenne muscular dystrophy. Pat-
rick, now 19, is a student at the Univer-
sity of New England. He recently re-
ceived his driver’s license and enjoys 
driving in Maine. His brother Matthew 
was a 20-year-old student at UNE when 
he died from the disease about 3 years 
ago. The Dengers also have a daughter, 
Rachel, with juvenile diabetes. They 
are a loving and courageous family 
whose strength and spirit directly in-
spired me to become involved in the 
fight for research funding to combat 
muscular dystrophy. 

Brian Denger was the first to tell me 
of the terrible progression of this type 
of muscular dystrophy. Symptoms 
begin in early childhood, and boys 
quickly experience severe and rapidly 
progressing muscle degeneration, 
which often results in their losing the 
ability to walk. Tragically, most die 
prematurely as a result of muscle-re-
lated cardiac and respiratory problems. 

In 2001, what really caught my atten-
tion was that the treatment options for 
boys with Duchenne muscular dys-
trophy were incredibly limited and 
aimed at managing symptoms in an at-
tempt to optimize quality of life for 
the limited time that these children 
would have to share with us. Research 
had not yielded any meaningful way to 
extend the lifespan of children suf-
fering from the disease. That is why I 
joined with the late Senator Paul 
Wellstone in introducing the MD CARE 
Act, to raise awareness and expand 
Federal support for research into this 
debilitating disease. It was signed into 
law and last reauthorized in 2014 and 
has resulted in dramatically improved 
and standardized clinical care for those 
with the disease. I have also fought 
diligently for increased funding for the 
Duchenne programs at the National In-

stitutes of Health and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

Today there is some good news for 
the boys—and now—young men with 
Duchenne muscular dystrophy and 
their families. A number of therapeutic 
strategies are currently under develop-
ment, and we have made dramatic 
progress to improve the quality and 
length of life for those who suffer from 
the disease. In fact, the average life-
span of Duchenne patients has in-
creased by about a decade since the MD 
CARE Act became law. 

Given our Nation’s wealth of sci-
entific expertise, however, we can and 
should do more for families like the 
Dengers. We are making progress, but 
this is no time to take our foot off the 
accelerator. The $2 billion increase in 
funding for NIH that was included in 
the fiscal year 2016 funding bill will pay 
dividends for patients and their fami-
lies. I urge my colleagues to continue 
to work collaboratively to sustain this 
commitment to biomedical research, 
which holds tremendous promise for 
finding better treatments and, ulti-
mately, a cure for devastating diseases 
like Duchenne muscular dystrophy. 

f 

REMEMBERING JOHN HEINZ 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, on April 
4, we marked 25 years since Pennsyl-
vania Senator John Heinz died in a 
plane crash. I am honored to serve in 
the Senate seat he held from 1977 to 
1991. 

Five years ago, I paid tribute to Sen-
ator Heinz for his public service as a 
Senator. Today, I am going to focus on 
his leadership on the Special Com-
mittee on Aging. Senator Heinz served 
as chairman of that committee from 
1981 to 1987. Pennsylvania is one of the 
oldest States in the country, and 
through this position, Senator Heinz 
was a strong advocate for seniors. Dur-
ing his chairmanship, the Special Com-
mittee on Aging held 34 hearings in 
Washington, DC, and countless more 
around the Nation. The committee also 
produced over 60 reports and papers. 
Senator Heinz would often use what he 
learned through these investigations 
and reports to inform his work as a 
member of the Finance Committee, 
which has jurisdiction over the Social 
Security and Medicare programs. 

John Heinz once said, ‘‘Working to-
gether, we can lay the groundwork for 
a society that respects age and the el-
derly and that truly realizes the bene-
fits of the experience, wisdom, and 
judgement of older Americans.’’ As 
chairman of the Aging Committee, his 
first responsibility was not to party or 
partisanship, but to older Americans 
whose interests the committee was cre-
ated to support and protect. Frank 
McArdle, a member of Senator Heinz’s 
staff once commented: 

What Heinz brought to many issues . . . 
was a sense of outrage. He could channel 
that anger toward public policy that would 
correct the injustices that hurt vulnerable 
populations. When he seized upon a situation 
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like that, he wouldn’t let go. His outrage 
over what was happening to defenseless peo-
ple gave him an energy and a commitment to 
see it through. 

As chairman, Senator Heinz took on 
the powerful in defense of the power-
less. 

Senator Heinz was an honorable pub-
lic servant for our Commonwealth and 
our Nation. He focused intensively on 
the challenges facing our seniors and 
worked tirelessly to find solutions to 
their problems. We continue to be in-
spired by his distinguished service on 
behalf of the older citizens of Pennsyl-
vania. 

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. SHEILA CROWLEY 

∑ Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I do 
not often recognize non-Vermonters on 
the floor of the Senate, but I rise today 
to applaud the numerous and signifi-
cant achievements of Dr. Sheila Crow-
ley. Dr. Crowley recently retired as 
president and CEO of the National Low 
Income Housing Coalition, after dec-
ades of advocacy to make sure people 
with the lowest incomes in the United 
States have affordable and decent 
homes. It has truly been an honor to 
work closely with Sheila on issues re-
lated to affordable housing. 

I am particularly proud of our efforts 
to create the national housing trust 
fund, the only Federal program de-
signed to build new affordable rental 
housing specifically for extremely low- 
income individuals. In the early 2000s, 
Sheila provided invaluable assistance 
to my office as we drafted the first 
House version of the trust fund and 
shepherded the legislation through its 
first votes in the House Financial Serv-
ices Committee. 

For the next 15 years, Sheila built 
grassroots support across the country 
for the trust fund, to keep the pressure 
on Federal lawmakers. Despite numer-
ous setbacks—and one serious housing 
market collapse—she tirelessly advo-
cated for addressing the significant 
housing needs of people with limited 
economic resources. It is a fitting tes-
tament to her tenacity that just as she 
prepared to retire, the Federal Housing 
Finance Agency began capitalizing the 
trust fund for the first time. Later this 
year, States will receive the first new 
Federal affordable housing production 
funds in decades, and for that, Sheila 
Crowley deserves an enormous amount 
of credit. 

Not surprisingly, Sheila received the 
2009 John W. Macy award from the Na-
tional Alliance to End Homelessness 
and the Housing Leadership Award 
from the National Low Income Housing 
Coalition for her work on the National 
Housing Trust Fund campaign. But I 
am guessing the award Sheila will 
cherish most will be when, in the not- 
too-distant future, tenants move into 
the first trust fund financed affordable 
housing. 

I cannot overstate the importance of 
Sheila’s work and her accomplish-
ments. We are experiencing nothing 
less than an affordable housing crisis 
on the national level. In order to afford 
the fair market rent for a two-bedroom 
apartment, a minimum wage earner 
must work 102 hours per week, 52 weeks 
per year. 

Throughout her tenure at the Na-
tional Low Income Housing Coalition, 
Sheila was not just a resolute advo-
cate; she was also a vital resource on 
housing policy to many members of 
Congress. She also worked closely with 
organizations focused on homeless 
services, family housing, AIDS hous-
ing, housing for people with disabil-
ities, senior housing, and services for 
battered women and victims of rape. 

And while her focus was national, 
Sheila often travelled to States to sup-
port local housing efforts, including in 
my State of Vermont. She was a fre-
quent keynote speaker at Vermont 
conferences and a valued partner in de-
veloping local responses to our housing 
challenges. I know a great many 
Vermonters who worked closely with 
Sheila and hold her in the highest es-
teem. 

I wish Dr. Sheila Crowley all the best 
in her well-deserved retirement, and I 
am confident her affordable housing ef-
forts will continue to bear fruit for dec-
ades to come.∑ 

f 

NATIONAL SEERSUCKER DAY 

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize seersucker manufac-
turers and enthusiasts across the 
United States. I wish everyone a Happy 
National Seersucker Day. This unique-
ly American fashion has a storied his-
tory dating back to 1909. Louisiana is 
proud to have played an important part 
in introducing the country to seer-
sucker apparel. The first seersucker 
suit was designed by Joseph Haspel at 
his Broad Street facility in New Orle-
ans, LA. 

This lightweight cotton fabric, 
known for its signature pucker, has 
been worn and enjoyed by Americans 
across the country during the hot sum-
mer months. Mr. Haspel said it best, 
‘‘hot is hot, no matter what you do for 
a living.’’ In the 1990s, Seersucker Day 
was established by Members of this 
chamber to honor this unique Amer-
ican fashion. I proudly resumed this 
tradition in 2014 in the U.S. House of 
Representatives by designating 
Wednesday, June 11, as National Seer-
sucker Day. I have continued this tra-
dition in the U.S. Senate and wish to 
designate Thursday, June 9, as the 
third annual National Seersucker Day. 
I encourage everyone to wear seer-
sucker on this day to commemorate 
this iconic American clothing. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PETER HENRY 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to recognize a distinguished 
member of my staff, my legislative di-

rector, Peter Henry. I am sad to say 
that Peter will be leaving my office, as 
well as Washington, DC, for a new 
chapter in his life. His last day is April 
29, 2016. He and his beautiful wife 
Libby, his two-and-a-half-year-old 
daughter Winnie, and his daughter-to- 
be will soon move back to his home-
town of Kansas City. Peter has taken a 
job working in the private sector, 
where I know he will excel and succeed 
as he has during his time with my of-
fice. 

Peter was one of the first staff mem-
bers I hired after I became Senator, but 
Peter’s time in Washington began back 
in 2005 when he came to our Nation’s 
capital straight out of college. Prior to 
joining my team, Peter made a name 
for himself as a sharp and capable Hill 
staffer, rising quickly through the 
ranks in three different Senators’ of-
fices before moving to the Senate Com-
mittee on the Environment and Public 
Works, where he had a lead role in sur-
face transportation issues. 

Given his breadth of experience and 
the deep respect he fostered with his 
colleagues, Peter no doubt had his 
choice of offices to work for, but he 
chose to work for me. For that, I am 
immensely grateful. Being a freshman 
Senator is not easy, and being staff to 
a freshman senator is certainly a chal-
lenge. Peter rose to the challenge. He 
put together the best legislative team I 
could have imagined. He handled stress 
under fire, taught us about complex 
Senate procedures, and adeptly helped 
me navigate the minefields that can be 
Washington politics. His intelligence, 
integrity, strong work ethic, sense of 
fair play, and his good nature will be 
sorely missed in my office. 

Peter is also a patriot and made sure 
to set us on the right track to serve the 
great people of Alaska and the rest of 
the country. I can’t thank Peter 
enough for all the work he has done for 
me and for the rest of my staff. He 
leaves a hole, but I am comforted to 
know that his future is bright and that 
he will continue to contribute to our 
great country by working hard at his 
new endeavor and, most importantly, 
raising a wonderful family. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO EVELYN CANTU 
∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Evelyn 
Cantu for her hard work as an intern in 
my Casper office. I recognize her ef-
forts and contributions to my office, as 
well as to the State of Wyoming. 

Evelyn is a native of Texas. She cur-
rently attends Casper College, where 
she is studying political science. She 
has demonstrated a strong work ethic, 
which has made her an invaluable asset 
to our office. The quality of her work is 
reflected in her great efforts over the 
last several months. 

I want to thank Evelyn for the dedi-
cation she has shown while working for 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:37 Apr 29, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00049 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G28AP6.088 S28APPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-09-23T10:11:47-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




