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like that, he wouldn’t let go. His outrage
over what was happening to defenseless peo-
ple gave him an energy and a commitment to
see it through.

As chairman, Senator Heinz took on
the powerful in defense of the power-
less.

Senator Heinz was an honorable pub-
lic servant for our Commonwealth and
our Nation. He focused intensively on
the challenges facing our seniors and
worked tirelessly to find solutions to
their problems. We continue to be in-
spired by his distinguished service on
behalf of the older citizens of Pennsyl-
vania.

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol-
lowing statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

———
TRIBUTE TO DR. SHEILA CROWLEY

e Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I do
not often recognize non-Vermonters on
the floor of the Senate, but I rise today
to applaud the numerous and signifi-
cant achievements of Dr. Sheila Crow-
ley. Dr. Crowley recently retired as
president and CEO of the National Low
Income Housing Coalition, after dec-
ades of advocacy to make sure people
with the lowest incomes in the United
States have affordable and decent
homes. It has truly been an honor to
work closely with Sheila on issues re-
lated to affordable housing.

I am particularly proud of our efforts
to create the national housing trust
fund, the only Federal program de-
signed to build new affordable rental
housing specifically for extremely low-
income individuals. In the early 2000s,
Sheila provided invaluable assistance
to my office as we drafted the first
House version of the trust fund and
shepherded the legislation through its
first votes in the House Financial Serv-
ices Committee.

For the next 15 years, Sheila built
grassroots support across the country
for the trust fund, to keep the pressure
on Federal lawmakers. Despite numer-
ous setbacks—and one serious housing
market collapse—she tirelessly advo-
cated for addressing the significant
housing needs of people with limited
economic resources. It is a fitting tes-
tament to her tenacity that just as she
prepared to retire, the Federal Housing
Finance Agency began capitalizing the
trust fund for the first time. Later this
year, States will receive the first new
Federal affordable housing production
funds in decades, and for that, Sheila
Crowley deserves an enormous amount
of credit.

Not surprisingly, Sheila received the
2009 John W. Macy award from the Na-
tional Alliance to End Homelessness
and the Housing Leadership Award
from the National Low Income Housing
Coalition for her work on the National
Housing Trust Fund campaign. But I
am guessing the award Sheila will
cherish most will be when, in the not-
too-distant future, tenants move into
the first trust fund financed affordable
housing.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

I cannot overstate the importance of
Sheila’s work and her accomplish-
ments. We are experiencing nothing
less than an affordable housing crisis
on the national level. In order to afford
the fair market rent for a two-bedroom
apartment, a minimum wage earner
must work 102 hours per week, 52 weeks
per year.

Throughout her tenure at the Na-
tional Low Income Housing Coalition,
Sheila was not just a resolute advo-
cate; she was also a vital resource on
housing policy to many members of
Congress. She also worked closely with
organizations focused on homeless
services, family housing, AIDS hous-
ing, housing for people with disabil-
ities, senior housing, and services for
battered women and victims of rape.

And while her focus was national,
Sheila often travelled to States to sup-
port local housing efforts, including in
my State of Vermont. She was a fre-
quent keynote speaker at Vermont
conferences and a valued partner in de-
veloping local responses to our housing
challenges. I know a great many
Vermonters who worked closely with
Sheila and hold her in the highest es-
teem.

I wish Dr. Sheila Crowley all the best
in her well-deserved retirement, and I
am confident her affordable housing ef-
forts will continue to bear fruit for dec-
ades to come.®

———
NATIONAL SEERSUCKER DAY

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize seersucker manufac-
turers and enthusiasts across the
United States. I wish everyone a Happy
National Seersucker Day. This unique-
ly American fashion has a storied his-
tory dating back to 1909. Louisiana is
proud to have played an important part
in introducing the country to seer-
sucker apparel. The first seersucker
suit was designed by Joseph Haspel at
his Broad Street facility in New Orle-
ans, LA.

This lightweight cotton fabric,
known for its signature pucker, has
been worn and enjoyed by Americans
across the country during the hot sum-
mer months. Mr. Haspel said it best,
“hot is hot, no matter what you do for
a living.” In the 1990s, Seersucker Day
was established by Members of this
chamber to honor this unique Amer-
ican fashion. I proudly resumed this
tradition in 2014 in the U.S. House of
Representatives by designating
Wednesday, June 11, as National Seer-
sucker Day. I have continued this tra-
dition in the U.S. Senate and wish to
designate Thursday, June 9, as the
third annual National Seersucker Day.
I encourage everyone to wear seer-
sucker on this day to commemorate
this iconic American clothing.

——
TRIBUTE TO PETER HENRY

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, today
I wish to recognize a distinguished
member of my staff, my legislative di-
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rector, Peter Henry. I am sad to say
that Peter will be leaving my office, as
well as Washington, DC, for a new
chapter in his life. His last day is April
29, 2016. He and his beautiful wife
Libby, his two-and-a-half-year-old
daughter Winnie, and his daughter-to-
be will soon move back to his home-
town of Kansas City. Peter has taken a
job working in the private sector,
where I know he will excel and succeed
as he has during his time with my of-
fice.

Peter was one of the first staff mem-
bers I hired after I became Senator, but
Peter’s time in Washington began back
in 2005 when he came to our Nation’s
capital straight out of college. Prior to
joining my team, Peter made a name
for himself as a sharp and capable Hill
staffer, rising quickly through the
ranks in three different Senators’ of-
fices before moving to the Senate Com-
mittee on the Environment and Public
Works, where he had a lead role in sur-
face transportation issues.

Given his breadth of experience and
the deep respect he fostered with his
colleagues, Peter no doubt had his
choice of offices to work for, but he
chose to work for me. For that, I am
immensely grateful. Being a freshman
Senator is not easy, and being staff to
a freshman senator is certainly a chal-
lenge. Peter rose to the challenge. He
put together the best legislative team I
could have imagined. He handled stress
under fire, taught us about complex
Senate procedures, and adeptly helped
me navigate the minefields that can be
Washington politics. His intelligence,
integrity, strong work ethic, sense of
fair play, and his good nature will be
sorely missed in my office.

Peter is also a patriot and made sure
to set us on the right track to serve the
great people of Alaska and the rest of
the country. I can’t thank Peter
enough for all the work he has done for
me and for the rest of my staff. He
leaves a hole, but I am comforted to
know that his future is bright and that
he will continue to contribute to our
great country by working hard at his
new endeavor and, most importantly,
raising a wonderful family.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO EVELYN CANTU

e Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I
would like to take the opportunity to
express my appreciation to Evelyn
Cantu for her hard work as an intern in
my Casper office. I recognize her ef-
forts and contributions to my office, as
well as to the State of Wyoming.

Evelyn is a native of Texas. She cur-
rently attends Casper College, where
she is studying political science. She
has demonstrated a strong work ethic,
which has made her an invaluable asset
to our office. The quality of her work is
reflected in her great efforts over the
last several months.

I want to thank Evelyn for the dedi-
cation she has shown while working for
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