7
S2564

(2) service dogs;

(3) disease detection dogs;

(4) police dogs;

(5) conservation dogs;

(6) livestock guardians;

(7) therapy dogs; and

(8) companions and guardians of families,
homes, and property;

Whereas purebred dogs provide unparal-
leled service to the disabled as guide and
service dogs, and are the choice of leading
service dog breeding programs because of the
heritable intelligence, and desirable and pre-
dictable qualities, of purebred dogs;

Whereas purebred military working dogs
serve alongside the men and women of the
United States Armed Forces in combat and
in peacetime;

Whereas breed instinct enables purebred
dogs to readily serve as—

(1) avalanche dogs;

(2) trackers and trailers;

(3) herders;

(4) controllers of vermin;

(5) water rescuers;

(6) carting and sled dogs;

(7) retrievers;

(8) protectors;

(9) hunters; and

(10) bird dogs;

Whereas the first ‘‘National Purebred Dog
Day”’ was established on May 1, 2015;

Whereas millions of individuals, through
social media and other avenues, recognize
May 1 each year as ‘‘National Purebred Dog
Day’’ and desire, on May 1, to expressly rec-
ognize the contributions of the purebred dog;
and

Whereas individuals value all dogs, regard-
less of the ancestry of the dogs, and espe-
cially cherish a purpose-bred dog and the
predictability of each respective breed of
purpose-bred dog: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates May 1, 2016, as ‘‘National
Purebred Dog Day’ in celebration of pure-
bred dogs and the many service and com-
panion benefits purebred dogs have and con-
tinue to provide to the United States; and

(2) honors the dedicated and responsible
breeders who work to preserve and advance
their breeds and responsible dog ownership
throughout the United States.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 448—RECOG-
NIZING THE ROLES AND CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF THE TEACHERS
OF THE UNITED STATES IN
BUILDING AND ENHANCING THE

CIVIC, CULTURAL, AND ECO-
NOMIC WELL-BEING OF THE
UNITED STATES

Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. KIRK, Mr. COTTON, Mr.

BLUNT, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. MORAN, Mr.
COCHRAN, Mr. DAINES, Ms. AYOTTE, Mr.
CoONS, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. CARPER,
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. DONNELLY, Ms. HIRONO, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. DURBIN,
and Mr. HATCH) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:
S. RES. 448

Whereas education and knowledge form the
foundation of the current and future
strength of the United States;

Whereas teachers and other education staff
have earned and deserve the respect of their
students and communities for the selfless
dedication of the teachers and staff to com-
munity service and the futures of the chil-
dren of the United States;
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Whereas the purposes of National Teacher
Appreciation Week, held from May 2, 2016,
through May 6, 2016, are to raise public
awareness of the unquantifiable contribu-
tions of teachers and to promote greater re-
spect and understanding for the teaching
profession; and

Whereas students, schools, communities,
and a number of organizations representing
educators are hosting teacher appreciation
events in recognition of National Teacher
Appreciation Week: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) thanks the teachers of the United
States; and

(2) promotes the profession of teaching by
encouraging students, parents, school admin-
istrators, and public officials to participate
in teacher appreciation events during Na-
tional Teacher Appreciation Week.

————
SENATE RESOLUTION  449—CON-
GRATULATING THE STUDENTS,
PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND

LEADERS OF CHARTER SCHOOLS
ACROSS THE UNITED STATES
FOR MAKING ONGOING CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO EDUCATION, AND
SUPPORTING THE IDEALS AND
GOALS OF THE 17"TH ANNUAL
NATIONAL CHARTER SCHOOLS
WEEK, TO BE HELD MAY 1
THROUGH MAY 7, 2016

Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself,
BENNET, Mr. TOOMEY, Mr. GRAHAM,
CASSIDY, Mr. KIRK, Mr. VITTER,
BURR, Mr. CrRUZ, Mr. MCCONNELL,
TILLIS, Mr. BOOZMAN, Ms. AYOTTE,
GARDNER, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. HATCH,
McCAIN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr.
ScoTT, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
CARPER, Mr. COONS, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. PERDUE, and Mr.
WICKER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

S. RES. 449

Whereas charter schools are public schools
that do not charge tuition and enroll any
student who wants to attend, often through
a random lottery when the demand for en-
rollment is outmatched by the supply of
available charter school seats;

Whereas high-performing public charter
schools deliver a high-quality public edu-
cation and challenge all students to reach
the students’ potential for academic success;

Whereas public charter schools promote in-
novation and excellence in public education;

Whereas public charter schools throughout
the United States provide millions of fami-
lies with diverse and innovative educational
options for children of the families;

Whereas high-performing public charter
schools and charter management organiza-
tions are increasing student achievement
and attendance rates at institutions of high-
er education;

Whereas public charter schools are author-
ized by a designated entity and—

(1) respond to the needs of communities,
families, and students in the United States;
and

(2) promote the principles of quality, ac-
countability, choice, high-performance, and
innovation;

Whereas, in exchange for flexibility and
autonomy, public charter schools are held
accountable by the authorizers of the char-
ter schools for improving student achieve-
ment and for sound financial and operational
management;

Whereas public charter schools are re-
quired to meet the student achievement ac-
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countability requirements under the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) in the same man-
ner as traditional public schools;

Whereas public charter schools often set
higher expectations for students, beyond the
requirements of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301
et seq.), to ensure that the charter schools
are of high quality and truly accountable to
the public;

Whereas 43 States and the District of Co-
lumbia have enacted laws authorizing public
charter schools;

Whereas, as of the 2015-2016 school year,
more than 6,800 public charter schools served
more than 2,900,000 children;

Whereas enrollment in public charter
schools grew from 400,000 students in 2001 to
2,900,000 students in 2016, a sixfold increase in
15 years;

Whereas in the United States—

(1) in 160 school districts, more than 10 per-
cent of public school students are enrolled in
public charter schools; and

(2) in 14 school districts, at least 30 percent
of public school students are enrolled in pub-
lic charter schools;

Whereas public charter schools improve
the achievement of students enrolled in the
charter schools and collaborate with tradi-
tional public schools to improve public edu-
cation for all students;

Whereas public charter schools—

(1) give parents the freedom to choose pub-
lic schools;

(2) routinely measure parental satisfaction
levels; and

(3) must prove the ongoing success of the
charter schools to parents, policymakers,
and the communities served by the charter
schools or risk closure;

Whereas a 2015 report from the Center for
Research on Education Outcomes at Stan-
ford University found significant improve-
ments for students at urban charter schools,
and compared to peers of traditional public
schools, each year those students completed
the equivalent of 28 more days of learning in
reading and 40 more days of learning in
math;

Whereas parental demand for charter
schools is high, and there was an estimated
9 percent growth in charter school enroll-
ment between fall 2014 and fall 2105; and

Whereas the 17th annual National Charter
Schools Week is scheduled to be celebrated
the week of May 1 through May 7, 2016: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the students, families,
teachers, leaders, and staff of public charter
schools across the United States for—

(A) making ongoing contributions to pub-
lic education;

(B) making impressive strides in closing
the academic achievement gap in schools in
the United States, particularly in schools
with some of the most disadvantaged stu-
dents in both rural and urban communities;
and

(C) improving and strengthening the public
school system throughout the United States;

(2) supports the ideals and goals of the 17th
annual National Charter Schools Week, a
week-long celebration to be held May 1
through May 7, 2016, in communities
throughout the United States; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to hold appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities during National Char-
ter Schools Week to demonstrate support for
public charter schools.
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