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2016, and that is the soundness and the
dependability of our voting machines
and the integrity of our voting process.

Nationwide, authorities are tab-
ulating crucial voting results using
faulty, out-of-date electronic voting
machines from the era that predated
the smartphone. These outdated ma-
chines are prone to crashes and screen
freezes that can cause unacceptably
long wait times. Additionally, old vot-
ing machines remain wvulnerable to
being hacked and elections can be sto-
len.

My bill, the Verifying Optimal Tools
for Elections Act of 2016, otherwise
known as the VOTE Act, would allo-
cate millions of dollars to assist States
in replacing these aging voting ma-
chine dinosaurs. The VOTE Act would
also allocate millions of dollars in
grants to assist in developing new tech-
nologies to assure accuracy in the vot-
ing process, to protect voting machine
source codes from being hacked, and to
train election officials.

The aim of the VOTE Act is simple:
the safeguarding of elections by ensur-
ing the very integrity of the voting
process, while protecting access to the
ballot box.

————

APPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUAL TO
UNITED STATES-CHINA ECO-
NOMIC AND SECURITY REVIEW
COMMISSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WOODALL). The Chair announces the
Speaker’s appointment, pursuant to
section 1238(b)(3) of the Floyd D.
Spence National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2001 (22 U.S.C. 7002),
as amended, and the order of the House
of January 6, 2015, of the following in-
dividual on the part of the House to the
United States-China Economic and Se-
curity Review Commission for a term
expiring on December 31, 2017:

Mr. Daniel M. Slane, Ohio

———————

HONORING BRAZOS VALLEY
JEFFERSON AWARD RECIPIENTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BABIN). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 6, 2015, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. FLORES) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes as the designee
of the majority leader.

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to honor Harper Cunningham, age
12, and Maggie Cunningham, age 10,
from College Station, Texas, who are
recipients of the 2016 Jefferson Award
for the Brazos Valley.

The Jefferson Awards are presented
annually to honor our unsung heroes,
ordinary citizens who have done some-
thing extraordinary and that will have
a lasting impact on the community. It
is fitting that the Jefferson Award be
presented to these two young girls,
who not only exemplify what it means
to serve, but who also share Thomas
Jefferson’s passion for reading.

Harper and Maggie Cunningham’s
passion for reading and for helping
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those in need led them to create an or-
ganization to promote literacy and the
well-being of our community students.
Their Books and a Blanket program
provides a basket of books and a blan-
ket to elementary schoolchildren in
need across the Brazos Valley during
the winter months.

Their mission is simple and
impactful: they want all students to
have access to books so that they, too,
can experience the joy that comes from
reading. Since 2012, Books and a Blan-
ket has given away over 1,200 blankets
and distributed over 33,000 books to
over 2,500 children in need.

Mr. Speaker, these two young girls
have done a tremendous job helping
others, promoting literacy, and being
inspiring leaders in our community. As
President Ronald Reagan once said:

The greatest leaders are not necessarily
the ones who do the greatest things. The
greatest leaders are the ones who get other
people to do the greatest things.

It is evident that Harper and Maggie
are models of true leadership, and their
desire to serve and empower others is
inspiring. Young Americans like Har-
per and Maggie provide confidence for
all of us about the future of our great
country.

I congratulate Harper and Maggie
Cunningham for their hard work, self-
less service, and for being awarded the
2016 Jefferson Award for the Brazos
Valley. Gina and I look forward to
hosting them in Washington later this
year for the National Jefferson Awards
ceremony.

I would also like to congratulate the
other 2016 Jefferson Award winners
from the Brazos Valley: Stephanie
Sale, Alma Villarreal, and David
Ruesink. Their selfless service to our
community is inspiring and also wor-
thy of these special recognitions. I am
humbled to represent all of them in
Congress.

As I close, I ask all Americans to
continue to pray for our country dur-
ing these difficult times, for our mili-
tary men and women who protect us
from external threats, and for our first
responders who protect us here at
home.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

—

AMERICA’S TO-DO LIST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. WOODALL) is recognized for the
remainder of the hour as the designee
of the majority leader.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, we all
got elected. I have been here 5 years
now. You are fairly new to this institu-
tion. Everybody comes with a dream.
You don’t come because you are look-
ing for new business cards. You come
because you want to make a difference
for folks back home. We all have about
700,000 bosses back home, and they
want us to make a difference. Mr.
Speaker, I want to talk about some of
those differences today.
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You can’t see it from where you are
sitting, but I have got a little Amer-
ica’s to-do list down here. I didn’t have
enough paper back in the office to do
the entire to-do list. There is a lot out
there, as I know you hear every week-
end when you go home as well, but I
put a couple of the top things out
there.
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I have ‘‘fix our roads and bridges”
out there—just a terrible infrastruc-
ture issue. What separates America in
terms of getting our goods to market
around the globe is a world-class infra-
structure. Investment in that infra-
structure has waned in recent years as
we have dangerous bridges and we have
roads that are in desperate need of re-
pair. That is one of those things—to
maintain the postal roads—that the
Constitution uniquely assigns to the
United States Congress. That is on the
to-do list.

Update our national WRRDA policy,
Mr. Speaker. We are going to have wars
on this planet—mark my words—not
over oil, but over fresh water. Having a
freshwater infrastructure, maintaining
our natural resources, taking care of
and being good stewards of those re-
sources that we have been entrusted
with are critically important. It is one
of those things that the Federal Gov-
ernment has a dominant role in doing.
We have to get on that.

Tax relief, Mr. Speaker. Where is
that family back home who isn’t trying
to figure out how next month works
and the month after that and the
month after that?

I keep hearing about this economic
recovery, and yes, the numbers are get-
ting better slowly, but they are not im-
proving nearly fast enough. The folks
cannot afford to support an inefficient
Federal Government. Tax relief is on
that list.

Medicare, Mr. Speaker. There is not a
man or a woman in this Nation who de-
pends on Medicare who does not know
it is in fiscal peril. There is not enough
money in the Medicare trust fund to
meet the promises that we have made
to America’s seniors. There is not
enough money in the Medicare trust
fund even though working age men and
women begin paying in on their very
first paychecks to meet the promises of
this generation and the next. We owe
America better than that. Fixing that
is on the to-do list.

Improving veterans’ care, Mr. Speak-
er. For Pete’s sake, talk about some-
thing that is uniquely this govern-
ment’s responsibility. We ask so much
of the young men and women in uni-
form who serve and protect this Na-
tion, and they ask nothing of us. We
make promises to them, and we must
keep those promises. It is hard to open
up the newspaper and not read a story
of America’s failing its veterans. We
must do better, and we can do better.

Mr. Speaker, cutting spending. For
Pete’s sake, when folks back home do
send a dollar’s worth of taxes to Wash-
ington, D.C., they don’t believe they
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