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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. FORTENBERRY).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 11, 2016.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JEFF FOR-
TENBERRY to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 5, 2016, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

————

THE COST OF FEDERAL
REGULATIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, we talk a lot
in this Chamber about the burdensome
regulations that Federal agencies fre-
quently place on the American public.
Last week the Competitive Enterprise
Institute released a report that puts a
price tag on the rules implemented by
the Federal bureaucracy, saying that
Federal regulation and intervention
cost American consumers and busi-

nesses nearly $2 trillion in lost eco-
nomic productivity and higher prices
in 2014. That is simply unacceptable.

Many of these rules hinder innova-
tion and job creation and are costly to
businesses and consumers. As a former
small-business owner, I know firsthand
how the government can make it more
difficult for a business to be successful.
I recognize the true costs of overregu-
lation, such as lost productivity, in-
creased expenses, and new financial
and legal liabilities, which many pol-
icymakers often forget about.

Just last month, the House approved
a disapproval resolution to stop the
Obama administration from imple-
menting its flawed fiduciary rule,
which will significantly impact the
ability of Americans to receive advice
on how to save for retirement and
make it more difficult for businesses—
in particular, small businesses—to es-
tablish retirement plans. The rule,
which contains more than 1,000 pages
of new regulations, makes it cost pro-
hibitive to offer advice or services to
low- and middle-income Americans by
increasing compliance costs and the
risk of litigation.

The Department of Education is con-
stantly putting obstacles in the path of
innovation, and these unnecessary reg-
ulations are stifling pioneering higher
education institutions at a time when
forward-thinking solutions are des-
perately needed. More redtape and
hoops to jump through are not going to
promote diverse choices for students.
In fact, they often add administrative
costs on schools—costs that are typi-
cally passed on to students in the form
of higher fees and tuition. That is why
I have introduced legislation to reduce
Federal intrusion and limit the costly
regulatory burden on colleges and uni-
versities.

As my colleagues and constituents
know, the issue of unfunded mandates
has been a particular interest of mine
for a long time. It is frequently over-

looked in the debates about reforming
our regulatory system and carrying
out Federal policies. It is all too easy
for Washington bureaucrats to write
off concerns expressed by a handful of
local governments or a small subset of
private businesses. But these decisions
have real costs and real effects on the
individuals, families, and communities
we each represent.

My legislation, the Unfunded Man-
dates Information and Transparency
Act, does not seek to prevent the Fed-
eral Government from regulating; rath-
er, it seeks to ensure that its regula-
tions are deliberative and economically
defensible. Asking regulators to con-
sider thoroughly and understand the
cost of a rule in addition to its benefits
should not be controversial.

Republicans are often accused of op-
posing all regulations, but that is just
not true. We are in favor of common-
sense rules, and we believe it is pos-
sible to alleviate the regulatory burden
on small businesses and other job cre-
ators while balancing public safety and
consumer interests.

Regulation by bureaucratic fiat is
not what the Founding Fathers had in
mind when they created our govern-
ment. I applaud Speaker RYAN for cre-
ating the Task Force on Reducing Reg-
ulatory Burdens and look forward to
seeing its suggestions for a modern and
transparent regulatory system that
makes it easier to invest, produce, and
build in America.

ISRAEL INDEPENDENCE DAY/DAY
OF REMEMBRANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row is Yom Ha’atzmaut, the commemo-
ration of the Israeli Declaration of
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