May 11, 2016

HEROIN OPIOID CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ZELDIN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, the grow-
ing heroin and opioid crisis has espe-
cially hit home in my district in Suf-
folk County, New York. There was a
2015 report issued in New York State
that showed that, out of all 62 counties
in New York, it was my home county
that was hit the hardest by the rise of
heroin and opioid abuse. We had the
highest number of heroin-related over-
dose deaths of any county in New York.

As a member of the Bipartisan Task
Force to Combat the Heroin Epidemic,
I have spoken with affected families di-
rectly. Addiction is a truly devastating
disease that shatters lives, families,
and communities. It is a disease that
only continues to spread at rapid rates,
and more can and must be done to
counteract the damage it has done and
prevent its rapid advancement.

Working closely with my local com-
munity, I have been pursuing a more
localized solution to address this crisis.
Hosting multiple drug task force
roundtables in Suffolk County, I have
been able to bring together local elect-
ed officials, law enforcement, health
professionals, community groups, par-
ents, concerned residents, and those in
recovery to discuss various ways that
we can work together to combat this
epidemic. Over the past year, working
with both local residents and my col-
leagues in Congress, I have been push-
ing to advance legislation in the House
that would help provide us with the re-
sources we need to end the growing epi-
demic crisis on Long Island.

Just last week, joined by my local
community, I was proud to announce
that there has been progress made to
pass several important bills this week
aimed at improving and increasing ac-
cess to treatment, enforcement, and
education. The House is now passing
many of these critically important
measures over the course of the next
few days.

While I have been dedicating the
most amount of my time advocating
for the passage of the Comprehensive
Addiction and Recovery Act, CARA,
H.R. 593, many other important pro-
posals are also moving forward.

One other bill that I cosponsor is
H.R. 4641, which will be passing today,
which would improve the guidelines for
prescribing opioids and pain medica-
tion by creating a Federal interagency
and stakeholder task force that would
review, modify, and update best prac-
tices for pain management in pre-
scribing pain medication. While there
are many legitimate reasons and needs
for some to be treated with pain medi-
cation, those highly addictive pills
pose a serious risk. This critical bill
would help ensure that all parties,
from prescribers to patients, have ac-
cess to the most up-to-date informa-
tion so that lawful prescription use
does not become addicting.

Just a few of the other bills include
the Examining Opioid Treatment Infra-
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structure Act of 2016, H.R. 4982, which
would require Congress receive a report
on substance abuse treatment avail-
ability and infrastructure needs in the
U.S., and legislation that would task a
Federal agency to create a plan on how
to deal with the opioid and heroin epi-
demic, H.R. 4976.

Legislation is passing to help stop
the flow of illegal narcotics into our
country, to keep drugs out of our com-
munities and off our streets, such as
legislation to help law enforcement of-
ficials identify and target drug traf-
fickers, H.R. 3380, and to allow for easi-
er prosecution of these criminals, H.R.
4985.

There is not one piece of legislation
that will completely solve this over-
whelming crisis, but finally Congress is
taking a big step forward in the fight
against drug abuse. We must always do
everything in our power to provide our
local communities with the resources
necessary to help stop and prevent
drug abuse through treatment, enforce-
ment, and education, which is why I
will continue pushing these efforts in
the House.

I have spoken to parents of those re-
covering, parents of those who are un-
fortunately lost. It is impacting lives.
It is devastating families.

Have a conversation in each of our
districts, all 435 congressional dis-
tricts, and we all hear the story all too
often. It is not any race, gender, or so-
cioeconomic status. It is not one par-
ticular school district. It is impacting
all of our children.

As the father of two 9-year-old girls,
I visited their class last week. I think
of their generation, and it is important
that this generation in Congress today
does everything in our power this week
and beyond to combat this epidemic.

———

WALLACE COMMUNITY COLLEGE
SELMA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, today I rise to pay tribute to a hid-
den jewel in Alabama’s Seventh Con-
gressional District: Wallace Commu-
nity College Selma. Wallace Commu-
nity College Selma is a stellar 2-year
institution that provides incredible
educational opportunities to the stu-
dents of Dallas County and across the
Black Belt of Alabama.

Now, more than ever, America needs
greater innovation in our educational
system to meet the demanding needs of
tomorrow. Outstanding higher edu-
cation institutes in the State of Ala-
bama are producing some of our State’s
and our Nation’s best and brightest
who will lead us into the next era of
American innovation.

Wallace Community College Selma is
leading that charge in my district
through its dual enrollment program,
which allows high school students to
complete college courses and graduate
with a high school diploma as well as

H2223

an associate degree from this junior
college.

In 2008, Wallace Community College
Selma graduated 31 students from the
Selma Early College High School,
which was the first of its kind on a col-
lege campus in the State of Alabama.
The 2016 graduating class will include
22 dual enrollment students, including
20 students that participated in a spe-
cial partnership with Tuskegee Univer-
sity.

The Howard Hughes Medical Insti-
tute program with Tuskegee allowed
Wallace Community College Selma to
increase the participation of underrep-
resented minority students from Ala-
bama’s Black Belt counties in the im-
portant fields of science and research.
This dual enrollment program with
Tuskegee offers high school students
an opportunity to take classes at Wal-
lace Community College Selma as well
as Tuskegee, and to graduate with
their high school diploma as well as an
associate degree in science.

Mr. Speaker, the dual enrollment
program at Wallace Community Col-
lege Selma is accomplishing what it
set out to do: to give Dallas County
high school students a head start in
college. The benefits of this important
opportunity are immeasurable: cutting
the cost and the time spent in college
while providing high school students
significant exposure to the types of
classes and fields of interest that will
give them an important advantage and
jump start on their peers.

Collaborations like these are so criti-
cally important to our youth gaining
important and invaluable educational
experience while obtaining college
credit through dual enrollment. Amer-
ica must encourage more of these types
of programs as we seek to lead the
world in educating our people and at-
tracting new generations of high-tech
and high-paying jobs.

As a Member of Congress for the Sev-
enth Congressional District, I take
great pride in working to offer solu-
tions that will help lay the foundation
for creating better paying jobs and for
our educational system to thrive in the
future. I am so proud to acknowledge
today the tremendous efforts and the
outstanding programs offered at Wal-
lace Community College Selma which
exemplify the invaluable role our 2-
year colleges play in our communities.

This college’s leadership and innova-
tion in creating a 21st century learning
environment is to be commended—
what a jewel to have serving the stu-
dents of the Black Belt of Alabama. I
am proud to represent them in my dis-
trict and also to help encourage more
students to participate in the dual en-
rollment program and Wallace Commu-
nity College Selma.

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend Dr.
James Mitchell for his tremendous
leadership as president of Wallace
Community College Selma. I want to
commend the faculty, administrators,
and students of Wallace Community
College Selma for being truly out-
standing.
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