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This Friday, May 13, 2016, is gradua-
tion day at Wallace Community Col-
lege Selma. I want to congratulate the
entire class of 2016 and especially ac-
knowledge the academic achievement
of the 22 dual enrollment students who
will receive a special congressional
commendation on Friday. The names
of these students will be listed in this
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

I would also like to acknowledge the
tremendous efforts and the tremendous
achievements of the Wallace students
who participated in Alabama Skills
USA:

Alabama Skill USA winner Jonniece
Collins won first place in masonry and,
as such, was the first woman in the
State of Alabama to win this honor.

Other winners included Roderick Per-
kins, who won second place in ma-
sonry; Terrence Campbell, who won
third place in masonry; and Francis
Phillips, who won second place in cos-
metology in the men’s hair design com-
petition.

I want to also pay special tribute to
the outstanding athletic achievements
of Ki’Onna Likely, who was the 2015-
2016 Alabama Community College Con-
ference Player of the Year as well as
NJCAA Second Team All-American.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in honoring all of the accom-
plishments of the outstanding students
and graduates of Wallace Community
College Selma and to praise the leader-
ship of Dr. James Mitchell and the
hardworking staff and faculty of Wal-
lace Community College.

Congratulations to the graduating
class of 2016. I wish you all the very
best in all of your future endeavors. We
are counting on you to make a dif-
ference.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 a.m.), the House
stood in recess.

———
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Merciful God of the universe, we give
You thanks for giving us another day.

Send Your spirit upon the Members
of this people’s House. Enlighten their
hearts, and give them the light and
strength to know Your will and make
it their own.

Guide them by Your wisdom, and
support them with Your power. For
You desire justice for all, and we ask
You to enable them to uphold the
rights of all.
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May they be not misled by ignorance
nor corrupted by fear or favor, but
rather faithful to all that is true. As
they work through this day and these
weeks, may they temper justice with
love, and may all their deliberations be
pleasing to You.

May all that is done within these hal-
lowed halls be for Your greater honor
and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. LAHOOD) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. LAHOOD led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————

REMEMBERING FIREFIGHTER
RICHARD SHELTRA

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in memory of Firefighter Rich-
ard Sheltra of the Pineville Volunteer
Fire Department.

Firefighter Sheltra died a hero while
battling a fire on April 30, but he was
a hero long before he volunteered to
step into that burning building.

Firefighter Sheltra had service in his
blood. He had great examples because
his parents were also volunteer fire-
fighters, all dedicated Christians at-
tending Forest Hill Church.

Whenever the call went out, Fire-
fighter Sheltra dropped whatever he
was doing to go help. So strong was his
commitment to serve and protect the
families involved that he was often
first on the scene.

Firefighter Sheltra was Pineville’s
Rookie of the Year in 2015. He was in
the process of applying to the Char-
lotte Fire Department when he died at
the age of 20.

While Mr. Sheltra was an excellent
firefighter, he was an even greater
servant of God. Please join me in pray-
ing for Firefighter Sheltra’s family and
the Pineville Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment during this time of immense grief
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and, also, asking God to protect all of
the brave men and women who serve
our communities each and every day.

———

UNITED STATES’ RELATIONSHIP
WITH ISRAEL IS MORE IMPOR-
TANT THAN EVER

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, last
week I had the honor and privilege of
traveling to Israel for the fourth time.
Congressman SCHIFF and I joined the
U.S. Ambassador to Israel, Dan Sha-
piro, at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem for
Holocaust Remembrance Day.

We watched six survivors, each rep-
resenting 1 million innocent civilians
killed, light the torch and share their
stories of loss and survival. It was a
powerful, moving, and emotional mo-
ment.

I am not sure one can begin to under-
stand the devastation of the Holocaust
until you have stood in Dachau or
Auschwitz or heard stories from sur-
vivors themselves that seem too hor-
rific to be real.

The United States’ relationship with
Israel is more important than ever. No
matter what other threats we face, the
United States and Israel must remain
the closest of friends and continue to
work together to ensure the security of
our trusted ally.

———

HONORING KANE COUNTY OFFICER
OF THE YEAR DEAN TUCKER

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Officer Dean
Tucker on being named Kane County’s
Officer of the Year for saving the life of
a T-year-old girl.

Last June Officer Tucker responded
to reports of an early-morning two-car
collision. Upon arrival, witnesses alert-
ed him to an SUV believed to be sub-
merged at the bottom of a retention
pond. Surveying the scene from the
shoreline, Tucker spotted 7-year-old
Monserrat Alanis Ramirez 40 yards
away, flailing on the surface.

Acting decisively, Officer Tucker
quickly removed his gear, dove into the
water, and wrapped his arms around
the girl to keep her afloat. Fatigue
quickly set in and Tucker called out to
a fellow Aurora police officer, David
Bliss, and a passerby for help. The
passerby provided support, swimming
alongside Tucker, while Officer Bliss
waded in and pulled Tucker and the
girl to safety.

Tragically, Monserrat’s mother and
brother did not survive. However, the
brave actions of Officer Tucker pre-
vented further loss of life. We salute
his selfless courage.
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