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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

JASMINE MACIAS

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 12, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Jasmine
Macias for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Jasmine Macias is a 7th grader at Drake
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have
allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Jasmine
Macias is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Jas-
mine Macias for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 15TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE YPSILANTI
AREA COMMUNITY FUND

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 12, 2016

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 15th anniversary of the Ypsilanti
Area Community Fund. It is both an honor and
a privilege to recognize the contributions this
great organization has made to our commu-
nity.

Established in 2001, the Ypsilanti Area
Community Fund (YACF) is dedicated to build-
ing a permanent endowment to enrich the
quality of life in the Ypsilanti area. The YACF’s
Advisory Committee includes community lead-
ers who work together to award grants that
meet the changing needs of Ypsilant’s com-
munity. The YACF has provided an outlet for
people who are looking to give back to the
community in a strategic way, receiving more
than $2.5 million in gifts, large and small, from
those who care about Ypsilanti. These dona-
tions have directly supported local organiza-
tions and programs that serve Ypsilanti resi-
dents by awarding more than $30,000 in com-
petitive grants each year, and more than $1.4
million in total support to local community
projects and programs over the past 15 years.

Helping local health clinics provide access
to quality health care, providing funding for
new musical instruments and music instructors
at the Ypsilanti Youth Orchestra, helping
Parkridge Community Center expand program-
ming, and helping to rebuild the Rutherford
Community Pool are just a few examples of

how YACF grants have made a real difference
in the Ypsilanti community. The YACF’s long-
term investment strategy ensures that its en-
dowment will continue to grow and allows the
group to focus on the continued investment in
our community’s future.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today to honor the 15th anniversary of the Yp-
silanti Area Community Fund. For fifteen years
now, the YACF has displayed an immense
passion and deep devotion for improving our
community, and we wish them many more
years of success.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF SEYOUM
TSEHAYE

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 12, 2016

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, in honor of
World Press Freedom Day—which was ob-
served last week—I rise today to recognize
the bravery of journalist Seyoum Tsehaye and
to support press freedom around the world.

Seyoum Tsehaye is the uncle of Vanessa
Berhe, a Villanova student who started the or-
ganization One Day Seyoum to advocate for
press freedom and the release of unjustly im-
prisoned journalists in Eritrea.

In September 2001, the Eritrean govern-
ment detained a number of journalists who
had spoken out against the government.
Seyoum Tsehaye was one of the journalists
detained. He was taken from his home without
an official arrest warrant. Mr. Tsehaye remains
in prison and has yet to receive a trial.

Mr. Speaker, freedom of the press and free-
dom from unjust detainment are pillars of de-
mocracy and good governance here in the
United States and in nations around the world.

——————

CITY OF CARMI, ILLINOIS
BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 12, 2016

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the City of Carmi, lllinois upon her Bi-
centennial. Founded in 1814 and incorporated
in 1816, the City of Carmi was named in the
first home in Carmi, now known as the Robin-
son Stewart House. It is the County Seat of
White County, lllinois.

Carmi has a rich history. Using her natural
resources, early settlers used the river for
transportation and was involved in agriculture.
Today, Carmi citizens still benefit from the nat-
ural resources of the coal and oil industry as
well as agriculture.

One of Carmi’'s most famous visitors was
Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln visited the commu-
nity to speak at a political rally in 1840 and

stayed in the building now known as the
Ratcliff Inn. Today, The Ratcliff Inn is owned
by the White County Historical Society.

Today, Carmi boasts of outstanding schools,
several stores and businesses on Main Street,
many museums owned by the White County
Historical Society and a number of parks. | ex-
tend my congratulations to Mayor Jeff Pollard
and the citizens of Carmi upon this celebra-
tion. May the City of Carmi have many suc-
cessful years ahead.

HONORING JANICE ANN MAYS
HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 12, 2016

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Janice Ann Mays on her retirement from
the U.S. House of Representatives, and to
thank her for over 40 years of public service.
During a career spanning over 40 years, from
1975 to 2016, she served the House of Rep-
resentatives as Democratic Staff Director and
Chief Counsel to the Committee on Ways and
Means. She is a friend to all and well known
for referring to everyone who meets her affec-
tionately as “Sweetie.”

Janice received her undergraduate degree
from Wesleyan College in Macon, Georgia.
She then received her Juris Doctorate from
the University of Georgia College of Law in
Athens, Georgia.

Janice joined the Ways and Means Com-
mittee staff on December 15, 1975. She was
one of three Tax Counsels and the only
woman. Janice was given a small desk behind
a door in 1104 Longworth. She was paid less
than the men on her team and found women
often excluded from organizations where tax
policies were developed.

To say that Janice overcame obstacles and
flourished is an understatement. She worked
hard and went to school in the evening. She
received a Masters of Law in Taxation from
the Georgetown University School of Law. She
was a founding member of an organization
that gathered women in D.C. working on tax
policy to discuss ideas and legislative initia-
tives. In May 1987, she was promoted to the
Committee’s Chief Tax Counsel and Staff Di-
rector for the Subcommittee on Select Rev-
enue. In 1993, she became the Democratic
Staff Director and Chief Counsel to the Com-
mittee.

Janice’s exhaustive efforts on behalf of the
Congress and legendary work on the Tax Re-
form Act of 1986 have improved the lives of
millions of Americans. She has managed with
grace a Committee with broad jurisdiction that
touches all aspects of American life—tax,
trade, Social Security, Medicare, unemploy-
ment compensation, and many other income
security issues.

If you ask Janice about her proudest ac-
complishment, she will smile and quickly tell
you that it is encouraging people to work in
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