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thrived. In this role, Mr. Caddell was respon-
sible for establishing the Pinellas Park Per-
forming Arts Center after the city had pur-
chased the space. He recalls this event as
one of the brightest moments in his career.

In addition to his official role, Mr. Caddell
demonstrated his commitment to Pinellas
County through his service in various chari-
table organizations. He served as executive
director for the group “Girls Inc.” which fo-
cuses on programs for girls that enrich their
studies in a variety of academic and profes-
sional fields. He also served the St. Peters-
burg Police Department as a Private Investi-
gator and was an assistant to the publisher for
Pinellas Park News.

Mr. Speaker, | want to recognize and thank
Tim Caddell for his dedication to Pinellas
County throughout his career. He will be truly
missed for his innovative ideas and strong
work ethic. | ask that this body join me in
thanking Mr. Caddell for the work he did for
our community and in wishing him all the best
in his next chapter of his life.
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
it is my great pleasure to rise today to pay
tribute to California’s Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict as home to recipients of the Purple Heart.
So many of our residents have honorably
served our nation in its time of need. As a re-
flection of Northern California’s role in war ef-
forts past and present and the deep personal
sacrifice of so many of our residents, | stand
to assert that California’s Fifth Congressional
District should be recognized as a “Purple
Heart District.”

The Purple Heart is one of the oldest and
most recognized American military medals,
awarded to service members who were killed
or wounded by enemy action. In 1782, George
Washington created the Badge of Military
Merit to reward “any singularly meritorious ac-
tion” displayed by a soldier, non-commis-
sioned officer, or officer in the Continental
Army. This award was intended to encourage
gallantry and fidelity among soldiers. General
Douglas MacArthur (then Army Chief of Staff)
revived the award on February 22, 1932, the
200th anniversary of George Washington’s
birth. Since its inception and through several
wars and conflicts, the Purple Heart has been
given to an estimated 1.8 million military mem-
bers wounded or killed while serving our na-
tion. | received my Purple Heart while serving
in the 173rd Airborne Brigade in Vietnam.

California has a strong military tradition,
home to many significant installations and
countless remarkable individuals. Our district
includes the former Mare Island Naval Ship-
yard—the first U.S. Navy base on the Pacific
coast—and is adjacent to Travis Air Force
Base, which handles more cargo and pas-
sengers than any other military air terminal in
the United States. Many notable veterans
have called our district home, including pio-
neering pilot and General of the Army and Air
Force Henry “Hap” Arnold. Over 45,000 vet-
erans currently reside in our district, including
thousands from the wars in Iraq and Afghani-
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stan, who are living with the wounds of war at
higher rates than any other conflict in our his-
tory. | am honored to represent all of these
valiant men and women.

Mr. Speaker, California has dispatched
thousands of its sons and daughters to fight
the enemy. Many have sacrificed their health,
and many have sacrificed their lives. We will
never forget their sacrifices and are grateful
for the brave men and women who have been
harmed defending our country and our free-
dom.

| ask my colleagues to join me in recogni-
tion and appreciation of California’s Purple
Heart recipients past and present. Now, in the
spirit of that appreciation, let it be known that
California’s Fifth Congressional District should
be recognized as a “Purple Heart District.”
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Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call
Number 269 for passage of H. Con. Res. 129,
Roll Call Number 270 for passage of H.R.
4906, Roll Call Number 271 for passage of
H.R. 4904, Roll Call Number 272 for passage
of H.R. 1815 which took place Tuesday, June
7, 2016, | am not recorded because | was un-
avoidably detained.

Had | been present, | would have voted Aye
on Roll Call Number 269 for passage of H.
Con. Res. 129, on Roll Call Number 270 for
passage of H.R. 4906, on Roll Call Number
271 for passage of H.R. 4904, and on Roll
Call Number 272 for passage of H.R. 1815.

———
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Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | would like to rec-
ognize the Florida Chamber of Commerce on
their 100th anniversary and for their tireless
efforts to secure Florida’s future.

On April 29th, 1916, The Florida Chamber
was founded to help support the Florida busi-
ness community. At the time, many busi-
nesses were faltering and the agriculture in-
dustry, the state’s leading economic source,
was struggling with a cattle tick that was
threatening livestock. The chamber was cre-
ated with the goal of securing that state’s fu-
ture by preserving our vital agriculture industry
and creating jobs and economic opportunities.
Today, Florida’s economic challenges have
changed, but the Chamber's mission has al-
ways remained the same: securing Florida’s
economic future.

In the past 100 years, Florida has devel-
oped into an economic powerhouse with the
support of the Florida Chamber of Commerce.
Today, Florida’s economy accounts for 1 in 12
jobs being created in the United States and
independently the Floridian economy is the
18th largest market in the world. As the popu-
lation continues to grow and diversify Florida’s
economy and population of roughly 19 million
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residents to continue to enrich our nation’s
economy.

The primary goal of the Chamber has been
to promote a business-friendly atmosphere in
order to attract employees with highly special-
ized skills and continue to aid our economy.
The Chamber has done that and more for
Florida and our community of Pinellas as well.
It has strengthened our agriculture industry,
embraced the military and defense industry,
promoted technology and innovation, ad-
vanced education, and strengthened our infra-
structure.

Even though the main industries in our com-
munity and state are agriculture, tourism, and
construction, the Chamber is helping ensure
that we are looking towards a more diverse
economy with life sciences and biotech, en-
ergy, international trade, and advanced manu-
facturing and space technologies. With our
state ever increasing in population, we can
feel secure that the Florida Chamber will con-
tinue to create jobs and opportunities.

Mr. Speaker, | want to thank our Florida
Chamber for maintaining their goal of nurturing
and supporting business within Florida. | ask
that this body join me in recognizing what the
Florida Chamber has done for the Florida
economy in the past 100 years and will con-
tinue to do in the future.

———

HONORING THE EXTRAORDINARY
LIFE OF PATRICK OROSZKO
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OF MASSACHUSETTS
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Friday, June 10, 2016

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the extraordinary life of Patrick
Oroszko of Worcester, Massachusetts.

Pat passed away on Sunday following a
brave and inspirational battle with esophageal
cancer. He was just 34 years old.

| first met Pat several years ago when he in-
terned in my Washington, DC office. He was
exceptional. He was whip smart and detailed
oriented. Pat made you feel comfortable the
moment you started talking to him. He was
easy-going and unassuming, despite his
height. And above all, he was kind.

Born and raised in Worcester, Pat grad-
uated from St. John’s High School in Shrews-
bury where he excelled in basketball. He went
on to receive degrees from Clark University
and Anna Maria College.

It was at Clark University that Pat truly felt
at home. While at Clark, he was a member of
the school's basketball team which qualified
for the postseason in all four of his years and
made it to the Elite Eight of the NCAA Division
Ill tournament two years. He served as team
captain his junior and senior years.

Most recently, Pat served as Director of Stu-
dent Recruitment for Clark’'s Graduate School
and, for the past seven years, as an Assistant
Men’s Basketball Coach.

And Clark is where Pat met the love of his
life and best friend, Courtney.

Today, it's the Clark University basketball
gymnasium—the Kneller Athletic Center—
where family and friends will gather to cele-
brate his life. It was one of Pat's favorite
places. And at his request, the gym will be set
up just as it would be for a game day, with the
bleachers pulled out, home and visitor bench-
es, the scoring table and the scoreboard on.
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