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The bill’s approach to these four re-

forms ensures that no current or future 
large-scale research project faces the 
same financial mismanagement that 
plagued one of NSF’s largest projects, 
the $400 million National Ecological 
Observatory Network, called NEON. 
Last September, we learned that the 
project was likely to be $80 million 
overbudget and 18 months behind 
schedule. I recognize that the NSF is 
taking steps to better manage the cost 
of NEON, which include firing the man-
agement organization; however, it is 
time to make systemic changes for all 
current and future major research 
projects. 

The accountability provisions in the 
bill have been developed with input 
from the minority, the NSF, and many 
stakeholders. We incorporated many of 
their suggestions during the markup of 
the bill in committee on April 27, and 
the bill was reported out of the 
Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee by voice vote. 

Our staff has continued to work with 
the minority on the report that was 
filed with the bill to make sure our in-
tentions in the underlying bill are 
clear. Although I believe the current 
NSF leadership is committed to im-
proving its management of these con-
struction projects, we need to make 
sure that the NSF will make the sys-
temic changes necessary in a timely 
and permanent fashion. This change of 
how the NSF does business should out-
last the current administration. 

Many stakeholders have expressed 
support for the bill since it provides 
certainty for how the NSF will operate. 
All agencies as well as their grantees 
and contractors need to be held ac-
countable for how they spend tax-
payers’ hard-earned dollars. The basic 
responsibility of any government agen-
cy is to act in the national interest. 

H.R. 5049 will reduce waste, fraud, 
and abuse and make more resources 
available for quality basic research. 
This will lead to scientific discoveries, 
spur technological innovation, create 
new industries, and provide better jobs 
for Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the adoption of 
this good government accountability 
bill. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I am delighted to 
know that this is a part of the innova-
tion project. There are a number of 
good bills in the committee that we 
could really make a part of that pack-
age. 

I have no further speakers, and I urge 
support of the bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, I 

urge my colleagues to support this 
strong bipartisan measure. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

MACARTHUR). The question is on the 
motion offered by the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. LOUDERMILK) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 5049, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

DOTTERER FAMILY CELEBRATES 
65 YEARS OF FARMING IN CLIN-
TON COUNTY 
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late members of the Dotterer family in 
Clinton County on the 65th anniversary 
of the their farm, which they cele-
brated earlier this month. 

The Dotterer farm was founded in 
1951, when Paul and Jean Dotterer 
started with just 15 dairy cows and 147 
acres. Their hard work paid off, since 
today the farm includes approximately 
950 dairy cows and about 3,000 acres of 
land, which provides for a harvest of 
many different crops. The farm is now 
in its third generation. 

Members of the Dotterer family are 
proud that the milk from their farm is 
sold locally. In fact, it can be found on 
the shelves of grocery stores just miles 
away from their farm. 

As a member of the House Agri-
culture Committee, I know how impor-
tant farming is to not only Pennsylva-
nia’s economy, but to our Nation. It is 
wonderful to see family farms that are 
being passed from generation to gen-
eration, feeding their communities, our 
Nation, and the entire world. 

I wish the Dotterer family continued 
success and prosperity in the future. 

f 

ORLANDO TRAGEDY 
(Mr. CÁRDENAS asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CÁRDENAS. Mr. Speaker, I am 
beyond heartbroken from the cir-
cumstances of Orlando. I mourn with 
my fellow Americans the 50 lives lost, 
53 people maimed and damaged by this 
preventable tragedy. 

32,000 American lives are lost each 
year from gun violence. Every elected 
congressional Member has promised 
America that the safety of the people 
is what we or she or he will work on. 

We as a Congress do nothing to make 
our country safer. Why? Because you, 
Mr. Speaker, refuse to consider any 
legislation tied to gun violence. Why 
won’t you allow a hearing, a com-
mittee discussion on the issue of gun 
violence? 

My moment of silence resolution is 
waiting for your signature. It would re-
quire this House of Congress to hold a 
hearing on the tragedy in Orlando. 

It is time to act. The people are wait-
ing on us to do our job. 

f 

8-YEAR-OLD VICTIM OF SEX 
SLAVERY 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it 
happened right under the entire com-
munity’s nose: 8-year-old Jen—that is 
correct, 8 years old—was raped and tor-
tured almost on a daily basis. Jen was 
not kidnapped by a stranger or abused 
by a relative. She was sold for sex by a 
neighbor at the neighbor’s house. It 
was not just Jen who was sold for sex. 
It was also her younger sister, a male 
cousin, and a whole group of kids from 
her hometown of Norristown, Pennsyl-
vania. 

She and her fellow victims were co-
erced into participating and keeping it 
a secret through an elaborate con of 
gifts and threats. No one ever went 
looking for Jen because she was not 
ever missing. From 3 to 6 p.m., she was 
forced to have sex with strangers. 

The trafficking finally ended when 
she was about 10 years of age because 
the neighbor just disappeared. 

Mr. Speaker, sex slavery happens. As 
parents and grandparents, we need to 
know where our kids are because mon-
sters that hurt victims must be pros-
ecuted, both the sellers and the buyers, 
even if they are neighbors. 

The message is clear: Our children 
are not for sale. Leave them alone. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

ORLANDO, FLORIDA, TRAGEDY 
(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise first of all to acknowledge my col-
league, Congresswoman CORRINE 
BROWN, in whose district this heinous, 
terroristic, hateful act occurred. I ac-
knowledge my hometown of Houston, 
where, as I stand here today, they are 
mourning with memorials that will be 
held today, Tuesday, and Wednesday in 
solidarity with the people of Orlando, 
Florida. 

I also rise with great pain in joining 
my colleague, Congresswoman BROWN, 
to introduce legislation to push and to 
remind individuals about the violence 
that is taking place through the weap-
ons of war that we are allowing to be 
sold on the streets of America. 

It is high time for this body to stop 
standing in memoriam and for a 1- 
minute speech and to pass the ban on 
assault weapons and high-caliber bul-
lets that are destroying and killing and 
destroying and killing. It has been told 
that there were bodies whose legs were 
taken off by the bullets. I ask this body 
to recognize that we can no longer 
talk, talk, talk. We must do, do, do. 

We will fight till our last breath to 
demand that the Constitution be re-
spected, Mr. Speaker—as I end—the 
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