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FCC STB RULE IMPACTS ON 

SMALL PROVIDERS 

HON. KURT SCHRADER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2016 

Mr. SCHRADER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to share my deep concern with the Federal 
Communications Commissions (FCC) pro-
posed rules on set-top-boxes. On May 5th, I 
along with Rep. CRAMER (R–ND) and 58 of 
our House colleagues sent a letter to Chair-
man Wheeler at the FCC. That letter focused 
on the burdens these rules would impose on 
small cable operators. 

I’ve heard from several of my rural cable op-
erators, and they are worried the FCC is fail-
ing to fully understand the impact these rules 
will have on small providers. Many of them will 
spend over a $1 million per system in order to 
comply with these rules, diverting resources 
that would otherwise be spent investing in 
broadband. Furthermore, it is estimated these 
costs could cause as many as 200 cable oper-
ators nationwide to go out of business or sim-
ply exit the video market place. 

We all support and want to encourage in-
creased innovation and competition. In fact, 
many small operators are heavily investing in 
upgrading their existing networks to provide 
faster high-speed broadband. They also sup-
port innovative boxes from TiVo and apps that 
work on Roku boxes. 

The Small Business Administration Office of 
Advocacy agrees the proposal ‘‘will be dis-
proportionately and significantly burdensome’’ 
for small cable operators. The SBA went on to 
say the ‘‘FCC has not adequately attempted to 
quantify or describe the economic impact of its 
proposed rules’’ nor did the FCC make ‘‘any 
attempt to explain what kinds of costs small 
operators might incur in order to comply’’ with 
the rule. Mr. Speaker, it is inconceivable to me 
that the FCC would propose new rules and 
seek to impose new regulations without fully 
understanding the economic impacts of their 
actions—especially when it comes to the 
many small rural providers in my district. 

Recognizing the burdens these new rules 
would have on small providers, consumer 
groups like Public Knowledge and innovative 
companies like TiVo support taking a different 
approach with small operators. I urge the FCC 
to reconsider imposing these rules on small 
operators because of the tremendous burden 
it would impose on them. If these new rules 
cause operators to go out of business or limit 
video services the Commission may end up 
hurting the very people they are seeking to 
help and that’s the consumer. 

f 

HONORING THE CITY OF 
CARLISLE, KENTUCKY 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2016 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor the 
City of Carlisle, Kentucky as it celebrates its 
bicentennial. The City of Carlisle was founded 
in 1816 as the county seat of Nicholas Coun-
ty, Kentucky. Carlisle has rich history and its 
citizens are very proud to call Carlisle home. 

They have done a wonderful job preserving 
several historic buildings and keeping the his-
tory of the community alive. 

I always enjoy visiting Carlisle and Nicholas 
County, where the people are friendly, hard- 
working, faith-centered, and family-oriented. I 
congratulate all the citizens of Carlisle on the 
two-hundredth anniversary of their town’s 
founding and I wish them the best for the fu-
ture. It is my honor to recognize the occasion 
before the United States House of Represent-
atives. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $19,218,850,296,387.20. We’ve 
added $8,591,973,247,474.12 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHILDREN’S DREAM 
FUND 

HON. DAVID W. JOLLY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2016 

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
congratulate the Children’s Dream Fund on 
their 35th anniversary. 

The Children’s Dream Fund was established 
in 1981 as the Suncoast Children’s Dream 
Fund. Franise Geringer, a small South African 
boy with aging disease, had a dream to meet 
his hero, Pinocchio. The Sunshine City Jay-
cees of St. Petersburg raised funds for the 
family to visit Disneyworld and any excess 
funds raised would go to the family. However, 
the family denied the extra funds and instead 
chose for the money to go to helping other 
children. 

After twenty years, the Suncoast Children’s 
Dream Fund was renamed to the Children’s 
Dream Fund. It now serves children in West 
Coast Florida who are referred to by neigh-
boring children’s hospitals. It helps children 
between ages three and eighteen with life 
threatening diseases and has fulfilled over two 
thousand dreams. These dreams range from a 
celebrity meet, a trip, a gift, or most frequently, 
a week at the Give Kids the World Village in 
Kissimmee. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to recognize the Chil-
dren’s Dream Fund for their excellent work 
over the past 35 years. They have given hope 
to so many kids and their families in Pinellas 
County and West Central Florida. I ask that 
this body join me in recognizing their efforts. 

HONORING FATHER JIM SICHKO 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2016 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor a 
very special individual, Father Jim Sichko. He 
has served as Pastor of St. Mark Roman 
Catholic Parish in Richmond, Kentucky for the 
past twelve years. He leaves Richmond soon 
to begin a one-year appointment from Pope 
Francis as a Missionary of Mercy. 

Father Sichko is the youngest of five chil-
dren. He received an undergraduate degree in 
vocal performance from the New England 
Conservatory of Music and performed as an 
opera singer before deciding to enter the 
priesthood. He studied theology at Sacred 
Heart School of Theology and was ordained 
into the Ministerial Priesthood of Jesus Christ 
on May 23rd, 1998. 

As pastor of St. Mark’s Parish, Father 
Sichko is well known for his storytelling. He 
travels throughout the United States and pre-
sents retreats, missions, and days of recollec-
tion. He once disguised himself as a homeless 
man as part of his ministry. He authored a 
book entitled ‘‘Among Friends.’’ Father Sichko 
has invited many celebrities to his parish for 
fundraising events over the years, including 
Dolly Parton, First Lady Laura Bush, Donnie 
Osmond, and, most recently, Jay Leno. 

Father Sichko has made quite a difference 
in his parish and in the Richmond community. 
He will be greatly missed and I wish him well 
as he leaves to serve God in a different role. 
I am proud to recognize and honor him before 
the United States House of Representatives. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2016 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, on Mon-
day, June 13, 2016, because of airline delays 
I missed roll call votes No. 297 ‘‘To increase 
engagement with the governments of the Car-
ibbean region, the Caribbean diaspora com-
munity in the United States, and the private 
sector and civil society in both the United 
States and the Caribbean, and for other pur-
poses’’ and No. 298 ‘‘To amend the High-Per-
formance Computing Act of 1991 to authorize 
activities for support of networking and infor-
mation technology research, and for other pur-
poses.’’ Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’ on both bills. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TULSI GABBARD 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 14, 2016 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, on June 9, 
2016, I was unavoidably detained due to a 
traffic accident and was unable to record my 
vote for roll call No. 283. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on consideration of 
the resolution. 
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