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honor these victims, and they do noth-
ing to prevent future attacks.

Mr. Speaker, I am calling on you to
allow us to vote on reinstating the as-
sault weapons ban and legislation to
prevent suspected terrorists from buy-
ing firearms.

————

WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT THE
ORLANDO ATTACK

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, we
all know the facts from the Orlando at-
tack, and they are absolutely heart-
breaking. We know that the terrorist
pledged his allegiance to ISIS before he
carried out the assault and murder of
49 people.

We also know that we need to be sup-
porting our law enforcement. What we
are learning is that law enforcement,
local law enforcement, is constrained
by political correctness. They are con-
strained by lack of communication.
They are constrained, and we have to
understand that they are on the front
lines in this fight. Congress must listen
to the FBI, Homeland Security, and
other law enforcement entities and
give them the tools that they need to
protect our communities.

This attack calls into question the
assessment, threat assessment pro-
grams, the vetting, and the informa-
tion sharing that is in place. The FBI
twice investigated the Orlando shooter.
This reveals vetting is nearly impos-
sible. The vetting process being nearly
impossible is one of the reasons that
we need to halt the migration of Syr-
ian refugees until a proper process is in
place.

———

THIS IS NOT THE TIME TO BE
SILENT

(Ms. JUDY CHU of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Mr.
Speaker, once again, our country has
been shocked by a horrific act of gun
violence, and, once again, the only real
response from Congress has been a mo-
ment of silence.

Well, this is not the time to be silent.
Congress needs to act, and Congress
needs to act now.

This murderer at the Pulse nightclub
of Orlando, who was once on the terror
watch list, was free to walk into a
store and purchase an assault weapon
that could kill 49 people and wound 53
others. Today, someone inspired by
ISIS, who was deemed too dangerous to
even board a plane, could walk into a
gun store to buy whatever weapon they
want. That is outrageous. That is why
we must pass the no fly, no buy legisla-
tion that would keep those on the ter-
rorist watch list from buying lethal
weapons.

Unless we act to finally keep the
most dangerous weapons out of the
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most dangerous hands, our moments of
silence will become our legacy of si-
lence.

————————

RESILIENCE IN THE FACE OF
ADVERSITY

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, in June, a
gay nightclub—what is supposed to be
a safe place where the LGBT commu-
nity can gather and be who they are—
was targeted by violence and bigotry.
That was 47 years ago in New York
City. The Stonewall riots are consid-
ered the very beginning of the gay
rights movement, and that is why we
celebrate June as LGBT Pride Month,
pride for progress made against fear,
against HIV/AIDS, against violence,
and against the silence that too often
greets bigotry, including in this Cham-
ber.

Here we stand today, so much
progress, but still so far from true
equality. And we see more hatred-
fueled violence at a gay gathering
place.

What do we do?

I know only because I have seen the
path well worn by my LGBT brothers
and sisters, whose resilience in the face
of adversity inspires me. We organize,
we fight for equality and against preju-
dice. We change the hearts and minds
of those who have yet to embrace the
fundamental American principle that
all are created equal.

This Pride Month we stand up
against bigotry and against the silence,
and we do it proudly.

———
0 1230
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(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, as we have heard repeatedly, this
past weekend, Omar Mateen walked
into a nightclub that had been a fix-
ture of Orlando’s LGBT community for
over a decade and opened fire, Killing
49 people and wounding dozens more.

This tragedy was many things. It was
an act of terror and the deadliest mass
shooting in American history. It was
an attack targeting the LGBT commu-
nity in what was meant to be a safe
space on what was meant to be a night
of celebration.

Information is still coming in about
the perpetrator and his past, and we
will continue to learn more in the days
ahead. But we do know now that
Mateen had been investigated by the
FBI for possible terrorist ties and
placed on the terrorist watch list. De-
spite this, he was able to pass a back-
ground check and legally purchase a
gun.

There were other warning signs as
well. He was described by coworkers
and family as a violent and unstable
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person with a history of domestic
abuse. But the loophole by which sus-
pected terrorists can purchase guns is
something that we have the power to
fix right now with one simple change.
The vast majority of Americans agree
with us: if you are too dangerous to
ride on a plane, you are too dangerous
to own a gun.

Let’s fix this commonsense loophole.

—————

ORLANDO SHOOTING

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, the House stood to bow our
heads in a moment of silence for gun
violence on the House floor for the 27th
time since the horrific shooting of chil-
dren at Sandy Hook Elementary; this
time, for the unspeakable murders that
took place in Orlando.

A moment of silence for gun vio-
lence; that is what we do. We have
stood, and we have prayed.

One time, I stood up and said: Now,
let’s do something. We are not short of
solutions.

The American people cannot believe
that the Republicans have voted
against a bill that says that people on
the suspected terrorist watch list
should not be able to buy guns. That is
right. They would not support that
law. They won’t support a ban on as-
sault weapons that have no other pur-
pose than to kill people.

Enough is enough. That silence is a
deafening silence. We cannot stand to
do that anymore without taking real
action.

———————

CLOSE THE CHARLESTON
LOOPHOLE

(Mr. CLYBURN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I often
quote Martin Luther King, Jr.’s iconic
letter from the Birmingham City Jail
when he wrote:

We are going to be made to repent not just
for the hateful words and deeds of bad peo-
ple, but for the appalling silence of good peo-
ple.

Mr. Speaker, some very dastardly
acts have been committed, one of
which we will be commemorating the
first anniversary of on Friday, June 17,
when the people of Charleston, South
Carolina, the State, and many across
the Nation, will pause to commemorate
the lives of nine people who were mur-
dered and the three who survived be-
cause our gun laws allowed a young
man to purchase a gun whose back-
ground check showed he should not
have have been allowed to purchase a
gun. However, the loophole says if the
background check is not completed in 3
days, you can still purchase the gun.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to close the
Charleston loophole.
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PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS OF
FORMER MEMBERS PROGRAM

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the pro-
ceedings during the former Members
program be printed in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD and that all Members
and former Members who spoke during
the proceedings have the privilege of
revising and extending their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WESTMORELAND). Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from Ala-
bama?

There was no objection.

———

PROVIDING FOR FURTHER CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 5293, DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2017

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 783 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 783

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 5293)
making appropriations for the Department
of Defense for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2017, and for other purposes. No
further general debate shall be in order.

SEC. 2. (a) The bill shall be considered for
amendment under the five-minute rule. The
bill shall be considered as read through page
170, line 7. Points of order against provisions
in the bill for failure to comply with clause
2 of rule XXI are waived.

(b) No amendment to the bill shall be in
order except those printed in the report of
the Committee on Rules accompanying this
resolution, amendments en bloc described in
section 3 of this resolution, and pro forma
amendments described in section 4 of this
resolution.

(c) Each amendment printed in the report
of the Committee on Rules shall be consid-
ered only in the order printed in the report,
may be offered only by a Member designated
in the report, shall be considered as read,
shall be debatable for the time specified in
the report equally divided and controlled by
the proponent and an opponent, shall not be
subject to amendment except as provided by
section 4 of this resolution, and shall not be
subject to a demand for division of the ques-
tion in the House or in the Committee of the
Whole.

(d) All points of order against amendments
printed in the report of the Committee on
Rules or against amendments en bloc de-
scribed in section 3 of this resolution are
waived.

SEcC. 3. It shall be in order at any time for
the chair of the Committee on Appropria-
tions or his designee to offer amendments en
bloc consisting of amendments printed in the
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution not earlier disposed
of. Amendments en bloc offered pursuant to
this section shall be considered as read, shall
be debatable for 20 minutes equally divided
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Appro-
priations or their respective designees, shall
not be subject to amendment except as pro-
vided by section 4 of this resolution, and
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shall not be subject to a demand for division
of the question in the House or in the Com-
mittee of the Whole.

SEC. 4. During consideration of the bill for
amendment, the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Appropriations
or their respective designees may offer up to
10 pro forma amendments each at any point
for the purpose of debate.

SEC. 5. At the conclusion of consideration
of the bill for amendment the Committee
shall rise and report the bill to the House
with such amendments as may have been
adopted. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

SEC. 6. It shall be in order at any time on
the legislative day of June 16, 2016, for the
Speaker to entertain motions that the House
suspend the rules as though under clause 1 of
rule XV. The Speaker or his designee shall
consult with the Minority Leader or her des-
ignee on the designation of any matter for
consideration pursuant to this section.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Alabama is recognized for
1 hour.

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), the
ranking member, pending which I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
During consideration of this resolu-
tion, all time yielded is for the purpose
of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, House Res-
olution 783 provides for further consid-
eration of H.R. 5293, the Department of
Defense Appropriations Act. The reso-
lution provides for a structured rule
and makes in order 75 amendments.
The rule also provides suspension au-
thority for Thursday.

I want to kick off today’s debate by
making one thing very clear: the un-
derlying bill is a very good bill. I know
some of my colleagues may have some
things to say that they would want to
have added or a few things they would
want to see changed. But all things
considered, this is a very good bill. Let
me tell you why.

This bill provides funding for the en-
tire United States military, including
critical funding to help fight the Is-
lamic State and others who wish to do
us harm. This bill ensures that our
military receives the 2.1 percent pay
raise they deserve, instead of the 1.6
percent pay raise requested by Presi-
dent Obama.

An important function of our mili-
tary is research and development of
new technologies and weapons systems,
so this bill provides funding for those
efforts. This bill makes important in-
vestments in military readiness by pro-
viding for equipment procurement for
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each of the service branches. We are
sending far too many of our service-
members into harm’s way with out-
dated or damaged equipment, so this
bill also includes much-needed funding
for maintenance operations.

This bill also includes vital funding
for the Defense Health Program, which
provides care for our troops, while also
spurring investment in important
areas like traumatic brain injuries,
cancer research, suicide prevention
programs, and sexual assault preven-
tion and response.

Now, I seriously doubt that any of
my colleagues disagree with those
functions. So this should be a bipar-
tisan bill that passes with over-
whelming support, especially consid-
ering all that is going on in the world
today.

Just look at what happened this past
weekend in Orlando. A person influ-
enced by radical Islamic terrorists
took the lives of innocent Americans.

Well, this bill includes funding to
help fight the groups and organizations
like the Islamic State that are spread-
ing this radicalization. This bill is crit-
ical if we are to defeat the radical or-
ganization that is spreading terror all
around the globe.

Sadly, Mr. Speaker, I expect that to-
day’s debate will focus little on what is
actually in this bill. I fear that today’s
debate will result in conversations
about things that have absolutely
nothing to do with the United States
military. That is a real shame, because
this bill is so very important.

I know some of my colleagues are
going to express concerns about proce-
dure and the fact that this is a struc-
tured rule. So I want to share some
quick facts with you. More impor-
tantly, this rule makes in order 75
amendments out of 105 submitted to
the Rules Committee. Forty-three of
these amendments—over half—are
Democrat and bipartisan amendments.

Mr. Speaker, we hear a lot of talk
here about regular order. Well, regular
order means that the House works.
Regular order doesn’t mean chaos. Reg-
ular order doesn’t mean that Members
get to offer poison pill amendments
just to kill a bill. Regular order is
about ensuring we can do the business
that the American people elected us to
do and that they expect us to do.

Let’s be real for a second. Only in
Washington are people debating or wor-
ried about whether a bill to fund our
troops comes to the floor under a
structured rule or an open rule.

You know what people are worried
about in homes from Maine to Hawaii?
They are worried about the safety and
security of their families.

So let’s not get caught up, especially
on this bill, in political games. The
men and women who put their lives on
the line each and every day to keep us
safe deserve better than that. And the
American people deserve better than
that.

I urge my colleagues to support this
rule and this bill.
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