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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
O God, who inhabits eternity but 

dwells in contrite hearts, we magnify 
Your Name. Shine the light of Your 
love, joy, and peace into the hearts of 
our Senators today. May they make 
the commitment to stand for whatever 
is pure and true and just and good. 
Help them to labor for the rights of the 
weak and the oppressed, putting prin-
ciple before partisanship and others be-
fore self. Lord, give them brave, true, 
and compassionate hearts as they 
strive to live for Your glory. Open their 
ears that they may hear Your voice 
calling them to high endeavors. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
PAUL). The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

ISIL 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 7 
months ago ISIL terrorists massacred 
130 civilians across the city of Paris, 6 
months ago ISIL supporters murdered 
more than a dozen Americans at a holi-
day party in San Bernardino, 3 months 
ago ISIL bombings killed and maimed 
indiscriminately in the heart of Eu-

rope, and then last month ISIL’s 
spokesman issued a chilling declara-
tion of war against the Western world. 
He called for attacks—specifically lone 
wolf attacks—throughout the month of 
Ramadan in Europe and the United 
States. He said: 

Get prepared . . . to make it a month of 
calamity for the nonbelievers. [T]he smallest 
action you do in their heartland is better 
and more enduring to us than what you 
would do if you were with us here. 

On Sunday, a terrorist claiming alle-
giance to ISIL took 49 American lives. 
The next day, an ISIL supporter in 
France murdered two people, including 
an off-duty police officer. 

We hope to learn more about the Or-
lando terrorist attack and the depth of 
that particular terrorist’s involvement 
with ISIL when Senators are briefed 
later today by the FBI Director and 
the Homeland Security Secretary. This 
much seems clear already: I do not be-
lieve this was some random act of vio-
lence. It seems clear this was a cold- 
blooded murder committed by a ter-
rorist who picked his targets with de-
liberate malice, who pledged his alle-
giance to a group who stones gay men 
and tosses them from rooftops, en-
slaves women, and crucifies children. 

ISIL is not the JV team; it is the per-
sonification of evil in our world. ISIL 
is not contained, nor can it be. The 
way to prevent more ISIL-inspired and 
ISIL-directed heartbreak is to defeat 
ISIL. This is why we have repeatedly 
demanded a serious plan from the 
President to defeat ISIL and have done 
what we can to fill the leadership vacu-
um he has left. This is why we worked 
to strengthen law enforcement, rebuild 
our military, and develop counterter-
rorism tools designed to save lives. The 
terrorist attack in Orlando underlines 
the critical importance of this work, 
and it presents each of us with a 
choice: Do we want to make the tough 
choices to actually solve the problem 
and defeat ISIL, or do we want to use 
the Senate floor to make a 30-second 
political ad? 

As I said, the principle way to defeat 
ISIL-inspired or ISIL-directed attacks 
is to defeat ISIL inside Iraq and Syria. 
The President’s containment strategy, 
which has relied primarily upon a 
ground proxy force of Syrian YPG 
Kurds, will not be sufficient to dislodge 
ISIL from its headquarters in Raqqa or 
clear and hold ground in Arab parts of 
Syria. 

The next President must do much 
more, and there are steps we can take 
today to help him or her succeed in 
that effort. The sweeping Defense bill 
we passed yesterday represents a deci-
sive step in the right direction. Not 
only will it help prepare our next Com-
mander in Chief, it will help strengthen 
military readiness, better enable serv-
icemembers to confront threats, and 
help keep the American people safer 
from an array of national security 
challenges. Passing that bill sent a 
strong signal to our men and women in 
uniform, it sent a strong signal to our 
allies, it sent a strong signal to our ad-
versaries, but there is more we can and 
must do. 

This week, through the appropria-
tions process, we will continue to dis-
cuss ways we can shore up our efforts 
to fight terrorism. Several Republican 
colleagues have already offered ideas 
on how we can do so. Republicans have 
offered ideas to address the threat of 
lone wolf attacks like the one we saw 
in Orlando. Republicans have offered 
ideas to help connect the dots with re-
spect to terrorists’ communications. 
Republicans have offered ideas to help 
disrupt terrorists’ plans. These are the 
kinds of things we have long advo-
cated. They were important before the 
horrific events this weekend and are all 
the more important today. 

By passing the underlying appropria-
tions bill, we can provide the FBI with 
more of the support it needs to follow 
leads generated here within our bor-
ders. In the meantime, I encourage 
Senators to work with the very capable 
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