June 21, 2016

teams that travel internationally and
administer help to those in dire need
by building churches and centers of ref-
uge.

Mr. Speaker, I offer our deepest ap-
preciation for the World Harvest
Church’s pastor, Mirek Hufton, a faith-
ful follower of God and a man of the
highest compassion. Our Nation is
made better by, and we are truly
blessed by, World Harvest Church.

————
SEPARATION OF POWERS

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H.R. 4768, which the House
will consider later this week. This bill
will prevent Federal agencies from
using creative interpretations of law to
expand their own authority.

In an ideal world, agencies would im-
plement the law as Congress writes it.
You wouldn’t have judicial deference to
agency interpretations of the law.

Unfortunately, we do not live in that
ideal world. And rather than respect
congressional intent, Federal agencies,
especially under the Obama adminis-
tration, have time and time again in-
terpreted the laws in ways never in-
tended in order to increase their own
power.

The waters of the United States pro-
posal and the Clean Power Plan, both
rejected with bipartisan opposition, are
just two recent examples of agency
overreach.

Mr. Speaker, it is high time that
Congress remind these agencies that
the people’s elected Representatives,
not bureaucracies, write our Nation’s
laws, not unaccountable bureaucrats or
courts willing to go along with it.

——

CELEBRATING THE PENNSYL-
VANIA MARINE CORPS LEAGUE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in recogni-
tion of the Pennsylvania Marine Corps
League. The organization will hold its
Tlst annual department convention
later this week in State College, lo-
cated in Pennsylvania’s Fifth Congres-
sional District.

Mr. Speaker, the Marine Corps
League was founded by Major General
John A. Lejeune in 1923 and chartered
by an act of Congress on August 4, 1937.
Today, the Marine Corps League has a
membership of more than 50,000 men
and women and is comprised of honor-
ably discharged, Active Duty, and Re-
serve Marines, including both officers
and enlisted men and women.

I have the deepest respect for the ac-
complishments of the U.S. Marine
Corps over the course of our Nation’s
history. The Corps was founded on No-
vember 10, 1775, and since then, those
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who have served as marines have
shared the unyielding commitment to
protecting the lives of American citi-
zens and the interests of our Nation.

Marines have served our Nation
bravely since before the start of the
American Revolution, proving their
courage from the shores of Tripoli to
the island of Iwo Jima and, in recent
actions, in places such as Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.

Mr. Speaker, I thank all the men and
women from Pennsylvania and across
our Nation who have served as United
States Marines.

——
TIME TO ACT ON GUN VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. THOMPSON) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise tonight to talk about an
issue that is very alarming to many
people across the country, an issue
that saddens everyone, and an issue
that, sadly, isn’t being addressed by
this Congress.

Last week, we lost 49 innocent lives
in the worst mass shooting that our
country has ever seen. Sadly, it is not
an insulated case. Let me give you
some numbers:

In the 3 years since the terrible trag-
edy at Sandy Hook Elementary School,
there have been over 1,100 mass shoot-
ings. More than 34,000 lives have been
cut short by someone using a gun. The
House of Representatives has held 30
moments of silence for the victims of
mass shootings since Sandy Hook, and
yet we haven’t taken a single vote on
legislation that would help keep guns
out of dangerous hands.

Mr. Speaker, I think that is shame-
ful. The American people deserve more
than silence. The American people de-
serve a Congress that is willing to
stand up and do whatever it takes to
keep our communities safe. That starts
by making sure that terrorists, crimi-
nal domestic abusers, and the dan-
gerously mentally ill don’t have easy
access to purchase guns in our country.

Today, suspected terrorists can le-
gally buy guns in our country. Individ-
uals who are on the FBI’'s terrorist
watch list can walk into a gun store,
pass a background check, and walk out
with a gun or the guns of their choos-
ing—and they can do it legally.

Since 2004, more than 2,000 suspected
terrorists were able to purchase guns.
More than 90 percent of all suspected
terrorists who tried to purchase guns
in the last 11 years walked away with
the weapon that they went in to buy.

Now, in the wake of the horrific at-
tacks in Orlando, Congress must make
it a priority to keep deadly weapons
out of the hands of suspected terror-
ists. There is bipartisan legislation
that would prohibit those on the ter-
rorist watch list from being able to
purchase firearms in our country. This
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bill is common sense. If you are too
dangerous to fly, you are too dangerous
to buy a gun.

It is long past time for the Repub-
lican leadership to bring that bill up
for a vote. We also need to pass my bi-
partisan bill to require background
checks for all commercial gun sales.

Background checks are our first line
of defense when it comes to stopping
dangerous people from getting fire-
arms. We know that background
checks work. Every day, they stop
more than 170 felons, some 50 domestic
abusers, and nearly 20 fugitives from
buying a gun.

Unfortunately, in 34 States, crimi-
nals, domestic abusers, and the dan-
gerously mentally ill can bypass a
background check by purchasing guns
online or at a gun show. This is a dan-
gerous loophole that needs to be closed.

Yesterday, Senate Republicans
blocked consideration of no fly, no buy
legislation and a measure to strength-
en and enhance background checks.
Now the Republican House is going on
with business as usual, without giving
the American people a vote to help pre-
vent gun violence in our country.

If the Republican leadership agrees
that suspected terrorists, criminals,
domestic abusers, and the dangerously
mentally ill shouldn’t be able to buy
guns, they should give us a vote.

I yield to the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut (Ms. ESTY), the Member who
represents Sandy Hook, where the
Newtown tragedy took place.

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to-
night to call on the U.S. Congress to
call on this body, the United States
House of Representatives, to do its job:
to vote this week to keep guns out of
the hands of would-be terrorists and to
ensure that all commercial sales of
weapons go through a background
check.

Since the tragic shootings at Sandy
Hook Elementary School in my district
in 2012, more than 100,000 Americans
have lost their lives to gun violence.

Think about that. Think about a
town in your district. Think about
where your mother lives. I think about
my hometown of Cheshire, with 30,000
people. Three Cheshires lost. Every sin-
gle person—children, parents, teachers,
grandparents—lost to gun violence.
And this House does nothing.

In the 3% years that I have been here,
we have not been allowed one single,
solitary vote to take commonsense, bi-
partisan steps to help prevent gun
deaths in this country.

Congress’ silence, our failure to act
in this House, and the refusal of the
leadership in this House time again to
allow a vote is wrong, it is shameful,
and it must stop.

Since my colleagues’, Senator MUR-
PHY and Senator BLUMENTHAL, historic,
nearly 15-hour filibuster last week,
Americans from all walks of life have
risen up to say, ‘‘Enough.”

O 2000

Enough sons and daughters lost,
enough families torn apart, enough of
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