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struck at the heart of an LGBT com-
munity that, for generations, has been 
fighting for freedom, and it saw that 
freedom attacked. 

Americans—all Americans—feel less 
safe now. Let’s inject some radical 
common sense into this debate. We can 
ensure no fly, no buy while also ensur-
ing due process and the Second Amend-
ment. If we take the context of Novem-
ber—the narrative of a campaign—out 
of this, we can actually get this done. 
Let’s listen to the 85 percent of Ameri-
cans who disapprove of the job we are 
doing rather than go home and have a 
message of blaming each other. Let’s 
go home and say we solved it together. 

If H.R. 5544 is not something you can 
support, let’s talk about how to im-
prove it. 

With regard to the proposal my 
friends on the left have had for 2 years, 
add due process, real due process. You 
will get the support. You will get the 
support on our side of the aisle if you 
add due process. 

I say to my friends on my side of the 
aisle, let’s lead on this issue. The 
American people are begging for lead-
ership. 

There is a community that is bro-
ken—a Nation that is broken—in the 
wake of Orlando. Let’s honor the 
memories of those who are lost. Let’s 
do right by the American people and do 
right by the surviving families. Let’s 
do something. 

f 

NO MORE SILENCE ON GUN 
VIOLENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Massachusetts (Ms. CLARK) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, we have come to the floor 
today to demand action. We have come 
to the floor with JOHN LEWIS. When 
JOHN LEWIS speaks—the conscience of 
our Congress—America listens. 

As the barbaric details of the mas-
sacre of people dancing at the Pulse 
nightclub were released, I grieved for 
those lost. I thought about their danc-
ing and how the human species is the 
only species that dances. Maybe that is 
because dancing is a celebration of 
spirit. Whether you love the waltz, the 
dab, square dancing, disco, or raves, 
dancing connects us. 

For the LGBT community, the dance 
floor is often the place at which accept-
ance and belonging come together. 
While the massacre of 49 people would 
have been horrifying and shocking 
wherever it had happened, it happened 
on the dance floor at a gay club. A 
place of refuge—where fear and intimi-
dation give way to joy, acceptance, and 
belonging—was transformed by hate 
and cowardice into a grotesque barrow. 

Many of our sanctuaries have been 
violated by gun violence. It is a grisly 
routine: first graders and their teach-
ers shot in their elementary school; 
students and professors shot in their 
college classrooms; parishioners shot 

after Bible study and fellowship in 
their church; social workers and dis-
abled clients shot at a holiday party; 
our colleague shot while meeting with 
constituents; neighborhood sidewalks 
and parks transformed into blood 
soaked memorials. 

Over the last 12 years, gun violence 
has claimed more American lives than 
war, AIDS, and illegal drug overdoses 
combined. Since Newtown, tens of 
thousands of lives have been lost to 
this deadly crisis. Yet the number of 
bills that have been debated and passed 
by this Congress to help prevent such 
deaths: zero. 

Inaction is a choice. Inaction is cost-
ing lives. Today I am asking that this 
House have a vote, that we perform our 
basic responsibilities not only as Mem-
bers of Congress, but as members of a 
community, and debate and vote on 
two commonsense measures to curb 
gun violence. I am asking for a vote on 
expanding background checks and on 
preventing suspected terrorists from 
being able to buy a gun. 

The debate wages on on cable news, 
in our living rooms, on our Twitter 
feeds, and on Facebook. 

Why can’t the debate happen here? 
There is no one solution to end gun 

violence or even to reduce it, but we 
have to try. This absolutist approach 
that we can’t even vote on common-
sense measures to help protect our 
families leaves us in a deadly arms 
race with ourselves. 

Why is a vote so paralyzing? Is it spe-
cial interests? Is it fear? Does the 
House leadership really believe that 
our Constitution and our liberties are 
so fragile that we have to tolerate car-
nage like we saw in Orlando or like we 
see on the streets of Chicago rather 
than risk a vote? 

These two proposals have widespread 
support from the American people. 
Whatever your position on the sub-
stance of the bill, let’s vote. Let’s put 
it out there for people to judge. The 
American people get it. They under-
stand that we can protect our constitu-
tional rights and take reasoned steps 
to reduce gun violence. The American 
people understand that the two are, in 
fact, compatible under a robust democ-
racy, not mutually exclusive. 

Millions of Americans at home are 
worried and frustrated by this Con-
gress’ silence on this deadly epidemic. 
Without action, moments of silence 
cease to honor the thousands of vic-
tims, survivors, and families who have 
been devastated by gun violence. Mo-
ments of silence should be where action 
begins. Sadly, in this Congress, it is 
the only action that is taken. No more 
silence. 

I urge the Speaker, before he sends 
Members home for the 4th of July, to 
have us vote on these two practical 
proposals. There is no holiday from gun 
violence for ordinary Americans. Our 
communities and our democracy de-
serve a vote so our children can dance 
again in freedom and safety. 

COMMENDING DENNIS HEINDL FOR 
WORK IN COMBATING OPIOID 
EPIDEMIC 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, thousands of Americans 
lose their lives every year across com-
munities of all sizes to a terrible epi-
demic, and that is an epidemic of sub-
stance abuse that steals lives, that 
steals futures, and that tears apart 
families. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to commend the 
efforts of a constituent of mine, Dennis 
Heindl, who lives in Elk County, lo-
cated in Pennsylvania’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. Mr. Heindl is the owner 
of Laurel Media, based in Ridgway. 
After seeing the effects of the opioid 
abuse and heroin epidemic affecting 
our Nation, the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, and areas such as Elk 
County, Dennis was compelled to act. 

He set up a telephone hotline in an 
effort to fight back against drug use in 
communities across the region. The 
hotline is anonymous, strictly con-
fidential, and is being administered by 
the North Central Pennsylvania Munic-
ipal Drug Task Force. Mr. Heindl is of-
fering a $1,000 reward for any informa-
tion that leads to the arrest or convic-
tion of any individual who sells or dis-
tributes illegal or prescription drugs. 

In addition to the hotline, Mr. Heindl 
is organizing a series of anti-drug 
meetings across the area. In fact, the 
latest meeting in the community of 
Ridgway drew a crowd of nearly 300 
people all interested in taking their 
town back from this horrible epidemic. 

Just like in so many other areas of 
our Nation, communities across Penn-
sylvania’s Fifth Congressional District 
have suffered as a result of this drug 
epidemic. Elk County is ranked ninth 
in Pennsylvania in overdose deaths per 
population of 100,000 people while, fur-
ther west, Crawford County has seen 
its overdose deaths double in the past 4 
years. 
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Now, I am so proud of the efforts of 
the people such as Dennis Heindl and 
all those across the Fifth Congres-
sional District who are helping in the 
efforts to fight back against drugs. 

I am also proud of the package passed 
recently in this House, which will 
make grant funding available to States 
and local governments for the creation 
of opioid reduction programs, creates a 
task force to review prescribing prac-
tices, and cares for babies who are born 
opioid addicted and dependent. 

If we all work together, I know that 
we can win this battle. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 
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