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PURSUE COMMONSENSE GUN
LEGISLATION

(Ms. TSONGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, last
week, I had the opportunity to hear
from the families of victims of gun vio-
lence. Each story was unique and
heartbreaking. But for all the dif-
ferences in their tragic circumstances,
one common thread was echoed by
every individual in the room: too many
guns are too easily available.

One mother said: “Until we get these
guns off the street, the cycle is going
to continue.”

One way to start to get the guns off
the streets is through background
checks.

My office has heard from thousands
over the last 2 weeks, over the phone,
over Facebook, over Twitter. We have
heard that Congress can no longer bend
to the will of the gun lobby and pre-
vent the passage of commonsense legis-
lation that could save lives.

During that meeting last week, a
mother told me: ‘‘Changes can be made
because I have a voice.”

Mr. Speaker, now is the time to heed
our constituents’ call and pursue real,
commonsense legislation that helps get
guns out of the hands of dangerous peo-
ple.

END GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Penn-
sylvania asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. Speaker, the American pub-
lic want us to act. They spoke loud and
clear. They want an end to the gun vio-
lence that is taking place in this coun-
try.

We sat down on this House floor to
stand up for those Americans who want
to see Congress put on RECORD as to
where they stand on this issue. Demo-
crats, Republicans, and Independents—
80 percent-plus support background
checks. They support no fly, no buy.
Mr. Speaker, all we are asking for this
week and what the American people
are asking you for is a vote on these
two simple principles.

The Rules Committee is going to
meet tonight. We ask that you include
two amendments that Democrats will
bring forward: no fly, no buy—if you
can’t fly on an airplane, you can’t buy
a gun—and comprehensive, expanded
backgrounds checks.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t think that is too
much for us to ask. The American peo-
ple will be watching to see where their
Members of Congress stand on these
two important issues.

——————

SILENCE IS DEAFENING

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, be-
tween the time that 20 little children
and 6 teachers were shot at Sandy
Hook Elementary School and the 49
people that were slaughtered in Or-
lando, we have stood on this floor 27
times for a moment of silence. We send
our condolences and our thoughts and
prayers, and then the gavel sounds and
we go back to business as usual. Well,
2 weeks ago, the Democrats in this
House said no more silence. The silence
has become deafening.

In the city of Chicago, we lost 70 peo-
ple in the month of June to gun deaths.
There is no moment of silence for
them. They are women, children, men,
sons, husbands.

We have the ability in the House of
Representatives to save lives—not
every life, but a lot of lives—and the
moments of silence, of doing nothing,
have run out. It is time for us to act.
We have two bills on our agenda that
would begin to address the problem.
Republicans have to join with us to act
now. The silence is too deafening.

———
GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. CONYERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
join with all the voices that we hear
today to speak to the urgent need to
address the problem of gun violence in
this country.

We need to consider not only mass
shootings, but the daily toll of gun vio-
lence that afflicts all of our commu-
nities. In 1 year, on average, 108,000
Americans are shot in murders, as-
saults, suicides and suicide attempts,
accidents, and police action. Approxi-
mately 32,600 of these individuals die.
Nearly 12,000 are murdered—more than
31 Americans every day.

We know what will work to reduce
deaths. We must act to expand back-
ground checks to close the private sale
loophole and make sure those checks
prevent the sale of guns to terrorists.
We should come together to vote on
the two bills and reduce gun violence.

————

PUT THE BILLS ON THE FLOOR

(Mr. CAPUANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, the
issues are pretty clear. I came up for
one simple reason: I am asking my Re-
publican friends: What are you afraid
of? What are you afraid of? You get the
votes.

I ran for Congress to debate and vote
on the issues of the day, vote my con-
science—win some, lose some. What did
you run for? Did you run to stifle
democratic debate? Did you run to sim-
ply say to the American people, “We
don’t care what you say’’?

If you believe the words you have
been saying for the last week, put the
bills on the floor and have a vote. That
is the American way.
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What are you afraid of? Are you
afraid you can’t control your Members?
Are you afraid some of your Members
may actually have to stand up, find
some courage, and vote their con-
science?

Put these two bills on the floor. The
American people want it, the American
people deserve it, and the American
people are demanding it.

———

BIPARTISAN ACTION TO PREVENT
GUN VIOLENCE IS NEEDED

(Ms. ESTY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people expect us to act to protect
them. We need a tough and smart coun-
terterrorism strategy to go after ISIS,
and that has to include taking com-
monsense steps to keep guns out of the
hands of terrorists.

In a 2011 propaganda video, an al
Qaeda spokesman encouraged radicals
to buy guns in the United States, say-
ing: America is absolutely awash in ob-
tainable firearms.

The overwhelming majority of the
American people support reasonable
fixes to prevent terrorists from buying
guns and to expand background checks
for all commercial gun sales. Yet, in
the 3% years since the tragedy at
Sandy Hook Elementary School, the
House has not held a single vote on leg-
islation to prevent gun violence. In
that time, gun violence has killed more
than 100,000 Americans.

It took a 25-hour sit-in and thousands
of Americans rising up and demanding
a vote, but here we are finally voting
on something. It is a step forward. Un-
fortunately, the bill we are voting on
this week was written by the gun
lobby, and it won’t do anything to keep
guns out of the hands of dangerous in-
dividuals.

So let’s keep working. Let’s send bi-
partisan legislation to the President’s
desk, because the American people are
demanding action. We should Ilisten
and we should act.

————

IN THE SPIRIT OF ELIE WIESEL

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, Elie
Wiesel, one of the great human beings
who graced this Earth, passed away
this week. He said that sometimes we
are powerless to prevent injustice, but
we should never fail to protest against
injustice.

JOHN LEWIS is a man in this House
who is of the same caliber as Nelson
Mandela and Martin Luther King. He is
the same caliber as Elie Wiesel. When
JOHN LEWIS and other Democrats pro-
tested on this floor, they were here be-
cause they might not have been able to
prevent injustice, but they needed to
protest. And they did it in the spirit of
Elie Wiesel.
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