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as part of the first class of its Registered Nurs-
ing program. Denise got her start on the Med-
ical-Surgical floor and within the first 2 months
of receiving her license she was promoted to
Charge Nurse and later to Clinical Manager. In
1985, Denise received the Certification for
Adult, Pediatric and Neonatal Critical Care
Nurses (CCRN), an advanced nursing spe-
cialty she still holds today. This past April, she
was recognized by the American Association
of Critical-Care Nurses for being one of 397
RNs nationwide to hold this certification for
over 30 years. During her retirement, she
looks forward to volunteering in the Intensive
Care Unit at ECRMC.

| would like to commend Sally Denise
Thornburg for her 43 years of dedication to
ECRMC’s staff and for her commitment to ex-
panding and improving medical services in Im-
perial County.

———

FARM CREDIT CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION

HON. PETER WELCH

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 6, 2016

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, as we near the
100th anniversary of the Farm Credit System,
| rise today to commend the cooperative own-
ers and the employees of the Farm Credit
System for their continuing service in meeting
the credit and financial-services needs of rural
communities and agriculture.

| was pleased to cosponsor House Resolu-
tion 591, commemorating the Farm Credit
System’s centennial. The Farm Credit System
was established by Congress through the Fed-
eral Farm Loan Act of 1916, signed into law
on July 17, 1916, by President Woodrow Wil-
son. Congress designed the Farm Credit Sys-
tem as a permanent means to support the
well-being and prosperity of the Nation’s rural
communities and agricultural producers of all
types and sizes.

The State of Vermont is served by Yankee
Farm Credit, which provides more than $400
million in loans to more than 1,000 Vermont
members, as well as financial-services such
as recordkeeping, payroll, income tax prepara-
tion, consulting, appraisal, and crop insurance.

Nationwide the Farm Credit System pro-
vides more than $237 billion in loans to more
than 500,000 members.

Yankee Farm Credit is involved in the agri-
cultural community throughout Vermont, work-
ing with Vermont’s Agency of Agriculture and
other organizations and agencies such as the
Vermont Agricultural Credit Corporation, the
University of Vermont Extension Service, and
the USDA’s Farm Service Agency. Yankee
Farm Credit supports youth in agriculture.
Yankee Farm Credit together with CoBank has
provided more than $10,000 in grants each to
4-H and FFA in the past three years.

Congress designed the Farm Credit System
as a network of cooperatives, independently
owned and controlled by its borrowers. The
cooperative governance model, whereby direc-
tors are accountable to the rest of the mem-
bership is an important tenet of the Farm
Credit System.

Farm Credit has demonstrated its commit-
ment to its customer owners in Vermont for a
century, and we look forward to its continued
commitment for the next one hundred years.
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IN HONOR OF THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ANNISTON ARMY
DEPOT

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 6, 2016

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention to recognize the
75th Anniversary of the Anniston Army Depot
in Anniston, Alabama. The Depot has a very
rich history for its work in defense over the
years. It continues to serve as an economic
engine for Northeast Alabama.

In March of 1940, the War Department
began planning construction of the Depot and
by early 1941, construction began. By Sep-
tember, the Depot's workforce was made up
of four individuals, but by November of 1942,
the workforce number grew to over 4,300 indi-
viduals.

In the 1950s, the Depot’s mission was to
overhaul and repair combat vehicles. By the
1960s, reconditioning for a number of vehicles
began.

In August of 1962, the Depot was renamed
to its current name today, the Anniston Army
Depot, and became an installation under the
jurisdiction of the Army Materiel Command. By
1963, maintenance and storage of chemical
munitions began.

In the 1970s, new vehicle overhauls began
as well as conversions of vehicles and in the
1980s, missile maintenance was added as a
new mission.

In August of 1992, the Depot’s general sup-
ply mission was assumed by the Defense Lo-
gistics Agency (DLA) and in 1993, the Depot
became a forerunner in Public-Private Partner-
ships.

In the mid-1990s, a chemical stockpile was
transferred to the Anniston Chemical Activity
under the Chemical and Biological Defense
Command.

In August of 2001, the Depot was des-
ignated as the Center of Industrial and Tech-
nical Excellence for Combat Vehicles, Artillery
and Small Caliber Weapons by the Secretary
of the Army. In 2002, the partnership with
General Dynamics/General Motors on new
production of Stryker vehicles began.

In August of 2003, the Depot’s stockpile of
chemical munitions began to be safely and se-
curely destroyed at the Anniston Chemical
Disposal Facility. By December, the Depot and
other TACOM installations fabricated Armor
Survivability Kits for HMMWVs in support of
Operation Iragi Freedom.

From 2004 through 2006, the fabrication
sustainment for DOD M1 systems culminated
in the creation of the Joint Assault Bridge and
Assault Breacher Vehicle programs and by
early 2006, production on damaged Stryker
vehicles began.

In March of 2006, the Depot named the
DoD Center of Industrial and Technical Excel-
lence for ground combat vehicles (excluding
the Bradley), assault bridging, artillery and
small caliber weapons. In October, the Depot
was named the U.S. Army’s organic mainte-
nance depot facility for the Stryker.

By 2008, the first full-rate production Assault
Breacher Vehicle was shipped to the U.S. Ma-
rines and in early 2009, production of the
Army’s Assault Breacher Vehicle began.

In August of 2009, production operations
began at the Powertrain Flexible Maintenance
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Facility for overhaul and repair work of recipro-
cating diesel engines began and by Decem-
ber, the Depot and General Dynamics Land
Systems began a 50/50 partnership program
to repair and reset Stryker vehicles.

In March 2011, the new industrial waste-
water treatment plant was completed and by
May the first Stryker variant pilot overhaul pro-
gram began for the Infantry Carrier Vehicle.

In September 2001, the Anniston Chemical
Activity completed demilitarization of chemical
weapons along with the Anniston Chemical
Agent Disposal Facility.

In January 2012, production operations
started in the Small Arms Repair Facility, col-
located with DLA’s small arms storage facility.

In May of 2012, production operations
began at the Powertrain Transmission Facility.

In May of 2014, the Depot held an induction
ceremony for low-rate initial production of the
M109A7 family of vehicles in partnership with
BAE Systems.

By August, the Depot held a rollout cere-
mony for the Stryker Double V Hull Exchange
Program in partnership with General Dynamics
Land Systems. In September, the Depot was
awarded the Army Award for Maintenance Ex-
cellence for accomplishments in ABV program.

Currently, construction has begun on a solar
array in collaboration with Alabama Power, the
Office of Energy Initiatives, the General Serv-
ices Administration, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and Mission and Installation Con-
tracting Command.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
the Anniston Army Depot for the important
work they do for our country and our
warfighter and congratulate them on their 75th
anniversary.

———————

HONORING STAFF SERGEANT
BRIAN DARLING

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 6, 2016

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the recent accomplishments of Staff
Sergeant Brian Darling as well as to recognize
his career of service to the United States of
America.

Staff Sergeant Darling recently completed
the Advanced Leaders Course at The Judge
Advocate General’s Legal Center and School
in Charlottesville, Virginia. Staff Sergeant Dar-
ling is a Paralegal Noncommissioned Officer
serving in the Office of the Staff Judge Advo-
cate, Joint Force Headquarters, New Jersey
Army National Guard. He has recently re-
turned from his third deployment overseas and
is about to complete his second master’s de-
gree. Staff Sergeant Darling is a decorated
service member who has served our nation
with honor and courage. He has managed to
excel academically during his service, and bal-
ance raising his son.

Mr. Speaker, the people of New Jersey’s
Third Congressional District are tremendously
proud to have Staff Sergeant Brian Darling as
a selfless and dedicated member of their com-
munity, who continues to serve and protect
the freedoms and ideals of our nation. | am
honored to recognize him for his recent grad-
uation from the Advanced Leaders Course for
his Military Occupational Specialty, as well as
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