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gun violence and supporters of gun re-
form to hold our own sit-in, in Carl
Schurz Park, protesting the fact that
this Congress has not acted on sensible
gun violence reform. No more moments
of silence. We want action on the floor
to protect our people.

We heard from many victims like
Kim Russell. Her life was spared, but
her friend was murdered when robbers
broke into their home. She lives in fear
that the attacker will get his hands on
another gun and kill other people.

We need to answer to Kim and to the
families of the 49 gunned down in Or-
lando and to the thousands of other
victims of gun violence and the hun-
dreds of other victims that are outside
today on the steps of the Capitol urg-
ing us to vote, urging us to act.

Have a vote. If you want to vote
against it, fine, but let’s have a vote on
two sensible bills: no fly, no buy, and
comprehensive background checks.
Let’s protect our people. Let’s act on
sensible gun protection.

——————

COMPREHENSIVE MENTAL HEALTH
LEGISLATION

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, it has
been over 2 years since my colleague
from Pennsylvania, Mr. TiM MURPHY,
first introduced this comprehensive
mental health bill. And every day since
then, the country watched as Rep-
resentative MURPHY, a clinical psychol-
ogist, continued his uphill battle to
overhauling our frequently and signifi-
cantly broken mental health system.

Slowly but surely, strides were made.
Not only did his message resonate here
in Congress, but it brought a lot of
hope to many suffering around the
country with this illness.

It is no surprise to anyone here today
that we have a mental health crisis in
this country. Yet, the chaotic system
that exists today, while may be well-
intended, is the exact reason why so
many individuals are left to fend for
themselves, many times finding them-
selves in prison, homeless, or hospital-
ized.

The system is broken, but this bill
gives us the option to change that. By
replacing the duplicative and ineffec-
tive programs with evidence-based
care, reforming outdated privacy laws,
enhancing coordination with oversight
from actual experts in psychology, and
increasing access to psychiatric re-
sources, we can provide hope to those
suffering that help is on the way for
them.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
supporting this extremely important
bill, H.R. 2646, and thank Congressman
MURPHY for his diligence and for stick-
ing to it.
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TERRORIST LOOPHOLE/UNIVERSAL
BACKGROUND CHECKS

(Miss RICE of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
before I was elected to Congress, I was
a prosecutor for more than two dec-
ades, and I am thinking today of all
the times I have sat with devastated
mothers and fathers whose sons and
daughters had just been taken from
them.

I think about how small our debates
must seem to them, how insulted they
must be when they hear Members of
Congress suggest that there is simply
nothing we could have done to prevent
their child’s murder.

There are meaningful actions we can
take today. We can require background
checks for all commercial gun sales in
America. And when the FBI and the
Attorney General have reason to be-
lieve that someone is engaged in ter-
rorist activity, we can give them the
authority to prohibit that person from
buying a gun. That is common sense.
These two actions will save lives and
will not in any way restrict the Second
Amendment rights of law-abiding
American citizens.

While I appreciate that the Speaker
may allow at least one vote on a bill
related to gun violence this week, it is
not a meaningful bill. It allows the
government to prohibit the sale of a
gun to a suspected terrorist only if
they can show probable cause that the
person is engaged in terrorist activity
with a 72-hour deadline.

Victims of gun violence deserve more
than that. Their families and friends
deserve more than that. The American
people deserve and demand more than
that.

———

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF EDNA
YODER

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today for a very special moment, to
recognize a wonderful woman, mother,
grandmother, and great grandmother,
someone who has been one of the most
important role models in my life, my
grandmother, Edna Yoder.

Last week, Edna marked the mile-
stone of her 1056th birthday, and we
gathered as a family to celebrate her.
The Lord has blessed her with great
health and good spirits, and I cannot be
more thankful for her and proud to
have her as part of my family.

She is a sweet, caring, and loving
woman who values the important
things in life: her faith in God and her
family. She is a true example of what
makes America such a strong and vi-
brant Nation.

Born in 1911, as one of 14 children, she
spent her life on the farm working tire-
lessly, milking cows at dawn and bring-
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ing in the wheat harvest in the hot
Kansas sun. She has seen hard times
and good times, lived through 18 dif-
ferent Presidential administrations, 22
different Speakers of the House, with a
front seat to the great American cen-
tury.

Today, Grandma, on behalf of the
United States Congress, I wish you a
belated happy 105th birthday and many
more to come. I love you.

———

UNDOCUMENTED TEXAS
VALEDICTORIANS

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commend Mayte Ibarra and
Larissa Martinez, two undocumented
valedictorians from Texas, for their
academic achievement and bravery
amid the anti-immigrant rhetoric that
was wielded their way.

Mayte and Larissa’s educational ex-
cellence is living proof of the American
Dream. No matter what your immigra-
tion status may be, if you work hard
and dream, anything is possible. Their
determination and academic success,
despite the personal obstacles that
were in front of them, helped get them
into the University of Texas and Yale.

Larissa’s valedictorian speech re-
minds us of how important immigra-
tion reform is. I want to read you a
quote. ‘““The most important part of the
immigration debate and the part most
often overlooked is the fact that immi-
grants, undocumented or otherwise,
are people too. They are people with
dreams, aspirations, hopes, and loved
ones.”

We should all take this message to
heart, Mr. Speaker, no matter what
your political background may be. We
can no longer ignore the anti-immi-
grant rhetoric that we hear today. In-
stead, let’s praise Larissa and Mayte’s
academic success and work to remove
barriers to prevent any hardworking
student from achieving the American
Dream.

———

IN HONOR OF CORA WILSON, STOP
THE VIOLENCE

(Ms. SEWELL of Alabama asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, in honor of Cora Wilson, let’s stop
the violence. I rise today to tell the
story of Cora Wilson, a 34-year-old
mother from Birmingham, Alabama,
who was shot and killed by her ex-boy-
friend in front of her eight children on
May 12, 2016.

Like many women who suffer from
domestic violence, Cora Wilson en-
dured abuse for too long. On a Wednes-
day night in May of 2016, her abuser ig-
nored the restraining order and showed
up at the house, where he killed Ms.
Wilson and shot four of her children.

I cannot mourn this tragedy with my
community without doing all that I
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