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quicker than when they threw him
across the car and had him on the
ground pinned to the ground. And he
ends up getting shot in the back and in
the chest.

This is life in America. This is our
culture of gun violence that this Con-
gress has allowed to manifest itself in
this way.

We shouldn’t have to live like this.
Nobody should have to live like this.
People walking around afraid of what
their neighbor is going to do to them
because they know that he has got a
mental problem and he should not have
a weapon, but he was able to get it over
the Internet or through the gun show,
unlicensed firearm dealers.

So weapons have proliferated into
our society. We are now at war, not
with a foreign enemy, but with our-
selves, with our neighbor. It is not fair
to any of us.

But I tell you, when America coughs,
Black folks have always gotten pneu-
monia. Nowadays, when America
coughs, Black folks die, and it really
has to stop, ladies and gentlemen. This
is not the way that we should live.

A CALL FOR MEANINGFUL ACTION
ON GUN VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New York (Ms. VELAZQUEZ) for 5 min-
utes. .

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to call for meaningful action on gun vi-
olence. The key word in that sentence
is “meaningful.”

The tragedy in Orlando served as a
dark wake-up call to all Americans.
Across the Nation, in every major city,
to every small town, Americans are
speaking with one voice saying:
“Enough is enough.”

The American people are demanding
a no fly, no buy bill that prevents
those on the terror watch list from
purchasing firearms.

How have Republicans responded?

They have put together a weak, un-
workable, and convoluted bill that will
not address the real problem.

Imagine, under this legislation, law
enforcement must convince a court
within 72 hours that the buyer ‘‘has
committed or will commit an act of
terrorism’ before it could block a gun
sale.

Is this your idea of homeland secu-
rity? Really? Is this how you protect
the homeland?

Mr. Speaker, the standard is simply
unreachable and unworkable. Now, one
has to wonder where Republicans got
such an unfeasible idea.
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The answer is as simple as it is sad.
The NRA, which represents large weap-
on manufacturers, wrote this legisla-
tion. We need a real, effective no fly,
no buy bill that stops those on the ter-
rorist watch list from purchasing fire-
arms. The Republican legislation is
simply a giveaway to the NRA that
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will hobble law enforcement. We also
need a system of effective, universal
background checks that keeps guns out
of the hands of those who would do us
harm.

Once again, House Republicans are
standing in the way. They are pre-
venting consideration of this measure
that is supported by 90 percent of the
American people. Why? Just to keep
their friends in the NRA lobby happy
with them. Why? Follow the money.

Mr. Speaker, this is unconscionable.
The week after the Orlando slaughter,
I read on this floor the names of the
victims. At that time, I said that while
we will never forget them, their mem-
ory will inspire us to real change. But
this is not real change. We do not
honor the victims of Orlando by pass-
ing legislation written by the NRA and
gun manufacturing lobbyists. In fact, if
anything, this legislation is an insult
to the intelligence of the American
people. Well, I have news for you. The
American people see through this, and
they are not buying it.

I urge my colleagues: do what is
right. Reject this unworkable NRA-
backed trick so that we can vote on
real, meaningful legislation to address
gun violence in this country.

———
GUN VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. MAXINE WATERS) for 5
minutes.

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, 2 weeks ago, I joined with
my colleagues here in the House of
Representatives, and we took an ex-
traordinary action. We sat in, we ral-
lied, we challenged the Republican
leadership, and we spoke out about gun
violence in a way that we had never
done before.

We said to the leadership: Enough is
enough; we have got to do something
about these mass murders; we have got
to do something about these guns.

We challenged the leadership because
we all know that the gun lobby has too
much influence and too much control
in this House. We also know that too
many of our Members will not confront
this issue on the opposite side of the
aisle because, as it has been said, they
are the handmaidens of the NRA. So we
gathered, we spoke out, and we were
talking about two simple bills that we
wanted them to vote for.

We are trying to educate the Amer-
ican people that those who do not want
to go against the gun lobby will have
the American citizens believe that we
are trying to take away their guns. We
are not trying to take away anybody’s
guns. This is not about the Constitu-
tion or the Second Amendment. We
simply said we want to bring to the
floor two simple pieces of legislation.

One is no fly, no buy. What does that
mean? It simply means if you are on
the list of persons who are prevented
from flying because you are suspected
of being a possible person involved in
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terrorism or something of that sort,
you cannot get on an airplane. It is
something about your background,
what you have done, and the connec-
tions that you have that will not allow
you to place our people on the airplane
at risk.

So what we are saying is if you can’t
fly because you will place fliers at risk,
you shouldn’t be able to buy a gun. So
that is what no fly, no buy is all about.
If you are too dangerous to fly, then
you shouldn’t be able to go and pur-
chase a gun. That is very simple.

The other is universal background
checks, and that is very simple. We
have some background check laws, but
still there are people who sell guns out
of the back of their car at these gun
shows, and they have no background
checks. They could be murderers, they
could be people who are involved with
serious domestic violence, they could
be people who are dangerous, and they
could be mentally ill. We are saying we
have to have universal background
checks.

What is controversial about those
two bills? But they won’t pay atten-
tion. They will not take up the bill. As
a matter of fact, the leadership is
threatening us. They want to charge us
with violations of the House rules, take
us to the Ethics Committee, and have
us sanctioned in some way because
they say we have violated the rules.

Well, I say to them: I won’t be in-
timidated. I am not afraid of them or
the Ethics Committee. If they want to
take us to the Ethics Committee, come
on, let’s go, because we are going to
stand up for what we believe in, and we
are not going to be intimidated by
being charged with violation of the
rules of the House.

Now, while I am talking about not
being intimidated by anybody, I want
to congratulate and thank Mr. AL
GREEN of Texas for what he says has
been a 68-year journey where he got up
in our caucus today, and he took this
floor in a way that I have not seen any
Member of Congress in the years that I
have been here take the floor and just
bare their hearts and just say what is
on their mind. I have never seen a
Member of this House come to tears
and beg us to do something about the
killing of Black men, in particular,
that is going on.

While we are dealing with gun vio-
lence—and we are dealing with gun vio-
lence to protect everybody—I want to
tell you, I have been here when we have
had the mothers up here from New-
town. I went to Charleston, South
Carolina, where the Emanuel Nine were
killed, and I stayed up all night with
people placing flowers in front of the
church. I literally went to Mr. AGUILAR
and sat with him when the San
Bernardino massacre happened. We
were here when Columbine happened,
and we all thought at that time that
we have got to do something. We have
done nothing.

Then there is Orlando, Florida; there
is Aurora; there is Arizona; there is



H4478

Virginia Tech; and on and on and on.
We have been fighting to do something
about these massacres. The police
should be with us. The police should
not complicate our job by doing what
is being done.

You have heard about the latest two
killings in Baton Rouge and in Min-
nesota. They are absolutely heart-
breaking. I listened last evening to this
woman crying, screaming, and saying:
“God, please don’t let him die.”’

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
Well, you may stop me now because my
time is up. But I will be back. I will not
stop on these two issues: massacres and
the killing of Black men in particular.

————
GUN VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MOULTON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, I stand
here today as someone who supports
the Constitution, including the Second
Amendment. I stand here today as
someone who believes in protecting our
national security. In fact, I have risked
my life to defend it. I stand here as
someone who supports the will of the
American people because that is my
job.

In my previous job, I was an infantry
officer in the United States Marine
Corps. Over the course of four tours in
Iraq, I used guns every single day to do
my job. In fact, guns saved my life. I do
not want to take away guns from me or
any other law-abiding American cit-
izen. But I do want to make sure that
terrorists, criminals, domestic abusers,
and the dangerously mentally ill do
not get guns they shouldn’t have.

All we need to do to accomplish that
are two simple, commonsense things:
background checks for all sales of guns
with no loopholes that criminals and
terrorists can exploit; and, second, if
you are too dangerous to fly, you are
too dangerous to buy.

These simple, commonsense gun safe-
ty measures are supported by nine out
of 10 Americans. So if we are going to
do our job here in Congress, if we are
going to follow the will of the Amer-
ican people, if we are going to protect
our national security, and if we are
going to continue to uphold the Con-
stitution, then we should do these
things.

The reason that they are so impor-
tant is because of the Americans who
have been killed by senseless gun vio-
lence.

Mr. Speaker, the following is a list of
mass shooting victims from just 2016
alone:

Antoine Bell, age 17.

Raymon Blount, age 29.

Ira Brown, age 20.

Joshua Steven Morrison, age 18.

Randy Peterson, age 64.

Sean Marquez, age 19.

Marvin Douglas Lancaster, III, age
21.
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Jennifer Jacques, age 42.

Ernesto Ayber, age 29.

Carlos Bates, age 29.

Isaiah Major, III, age 43.

Dwight Hughes, Jr., age 21.

Trisha Nelson, age 28.

Armando Curiel, age 17.

Raul Lopez, age 19.

Angel Lopez, age 20.

Officer James Lee Tartt, age 44.

Manuel Ortiz, age 28.

Mary Lou Nye, age 62.

Dorothy Brown, age 74.

Barbara Hawthorne, age 68.

Rich Smith, age 53.

Tyler Smith, age 17.

Emma Wallace, age 37.

The Buckner family, including moth-
er, Kimberly; father, Vic; 18-year-old

daughter, Kaitlin; and 6-year-old
daughter, Emma.
A deputy sheriff, Corporal Nate

Carrigan, age 35.

Renee Benjamin, age 30.

Josh Higbee, age 31.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has the responsibility under
clause 2 of rule I to preserve order and
decorum. As the Chair ruled on June
12, 2003, an exhibition involving Mem-
bers trafficking the well is a breach of
decorum.

The

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 15
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
[ 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Merciful God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

Every day work is done on this Hill
that is building toward legislation
meant to improve the lives of Ameri-
cans and guarantee a future of hope for
our children.

On this day, the eyes of our citizens
are especially focused here. May the
day be marked by openness, clarity,
and goodwill, so that as these months
lead up to an election that will give us
the confidence to believe that You are
with us throughout, and that for those
who love You and place their trust in
You, as we claim to do, all things work
for good.
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Bless the Members of the people’s
House with wisdom and patience this
day.

And may all we do be done for Your
greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. JUDY CHU)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. JUDY CHU of California led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO MITCH
HERRICK ON HIS RETIREMENT

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
would like to congratulate a dear
friend and a patriot, Mitch Herrick,
who will be retiring after 30 years of in-
valuable service to our great country,
first as a U.S. marine, and then as an
air traffic controller.

I have known Mitch for almost a dec-
ade, when he began working at the
Miami air traffic control tower at
Miami International Airport, located
in my congressional district. During
his time there, Mitch has also rep-
resented the National Air Traffic Con-
trollers Association, or NATCA, as its
local facility vice president and also as
its local facility legislative representa-
tive.

Representing NATCA on Capitol Hill
and in my south Florida district has
been a labor of love for Mitch, almost
as much as he loves his dogs and his
old Mitsubishi Galant.

In 2013, NATCA was proud to present
its highest legislative affairs honor,
the Trish Gilbert Legislative Activism
Award, to Mitch.

I thank Mitch for his exceptional
service and his commitment to public
safety. I wish Mitch and his wife of
over 20 years, Michelle, all the best on
this well-deserved retirement.

VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE

(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
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