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the jurisdiction of the Department of
the Interior. The Organic Act was
signed into law by President Woodrow
Wilson on August 25, 1916. The purpose
of the National Park Service was to
‘“‘conserve the scenery and the natural
and historic objects and the wild life
therein and to provide for the enjoy-
ment of the same in such manner and
by such means as will leave them
unimpaired for the enjoyment of future
generations.”” The National Park Serv-
ice has continued to fulfill this mission
for the past 100 years.

There is no better place to spend
quality time with friends and family
than the great outdoors of South Da-
kota, and there is no better time to
celebrate the great outdoors than this
year.

——
BOYCOTTING THE BDS

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, last week
we were reminded of the tragic history
of the 20th century and the reemer-
gence of the State of Israel from the
embers of the Holocaust. Elie Wiesel,
Holocaust survivor and the voice of the
unconquerable human spirit, died.

Wiesel summed up his mission and
what should be the driving creed of
American Foreign Policy in 1986 when
accepting the Nobel Peace Prize:
“Whenever and wherever human beings
endure suffering and humiliation, take
sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor,
never the victim. Silence encourages
the tormentor, never the tormented.”
On the cornerstone of the Holocaust
Museum here in Washington are his
words: ‘“‘For the dead and the living, we
must bear witness.”

Wiesel defended Soviet Jews, Cam-
bodian refugees, the Kurds, and the vic-
tims of ethnic cleansing in Bosnia. He
was Israel’s most vocal supporter, al-
though he was criticized by the left for
his friendship with and support for
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
When Mr. Netanyahu spoke to Con-
gress last year, denouncing President
Obama’s appeasement of the Iranian
mullahs, Wiesel was the guest of honor.

Elie Wiesel’s passing comes at a time
when the specter of anti-Semitism is
gaining new life across the globe and
sadly within the United States. On
many campuses, including some in my
State, we have seen the advancement
of the ‘“‘Boycott, Divestment and Sanc-
tions” Movement—an orchestrated
campaign to delegitimize the State of
Israel, shun Jewish academics, boycott
Jewish goods, and disrupt Jewish com-
merce.

Israeli flags and books are burned on
campuses in the United States and
Western Europe, recalling the words of
the German Jewish poet Heine, who
warned that ‘“‘where one first burns
books, one then burns people.”

We have seen this all before, and we
know where it can lead.

Formally launched a decade ago,
BDS advocates divestment by compa-
nies with holdings in Israel and boy-
cotts by academics and artists. In May
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2013, Cambridge Physicist Stephen
Hawking pulled out of a conference
hosted by then Israeli President
Shimon Peres. Strangely, Professor
Hawking has been all too happy to pay
vigits to Iran and China and praise the
tyrants who rule those countries.

Musicians Elvis Costello and Annie
Lennox have refused to perform in
Israel. It now makes news when a per-
former shows up in Israel. Two years
ago, Sir Elton John courageously stood
up to the mob and proudly shouted
from an Israeli stage, ‘““‘Shalom! We are
so happy to be back here! Ain’t nothin’
gonna stop us from comin’, baby!”’

Our own Department of Education
has awarded millions of dollars to so-
called Middle East Studies National
Resource Centers, NRC, on 16 college
campuses. According to published re-
ports, fully half of the directors of
these federally funded centers have
called for support of the BDS Move-
ment and six signed a letter calling for
a boycott of Israeli universities and
scholars. The open promotion of anti-
Israeli boycotts by academic officers is
a direct violation of Title VI of the
Higher Education Opportunity Act and
is an open assault on fundamental
rights to freedom of association and ex-
pression.

BDS is not a typical act of political
correctness, undertaken by radical aca-
demics whose usual prey is the youth
of America. This is a worldwide move-
ment designed to destroy the one de-
mocracy in the Middle East and the
hopes of people who have occupied that
land for over 3,000 years.

Indeed if the BDS Movement was iso-
lated to a few tenured college outliers,
that would be easy enough to handle.
Unfortunately, it is not. Iran has
pledged to wipe Israel off the map. It
has tipped its missiles with the warn-
ing ‘““Death to Israel” written on the
cones in Hebrew. Hamas and Hezbollah
shower missiles upon Israeli schools
and villages. If Israel did not exist, the
United Nations would go out of busi-
ness. Last year, the General Assembly
adopted 2b resolutions against par-
ticular countries; 22 were aimed at
Israel—the others at Bashar Assad’s re-
gime in Syria and Kim Jong-un’s pris-
on state in North Korea. All of this for
the 153rd largest country in the world,
a place that is one four-hundredths the
size of the United States.

Enough is enough. We can’t remain
silent. As Elie Wiesel said, ‘‘we must
bear witness.”” The Obama administra-
tion must end its indifference. It must
cut off and defund those organizations
that promote the hate that fuels anti-
Semitism. Standing up for Israel at
home validates those fundamental
principles of freedom enshrined in our
Constitution.

I will close with the words of John F.
Kennedy:

Israel was not created in order to dis-
appear—Israel will Endure and flourish. It is
the child of hope and the home of the brave.
It can neither be broken by adversity nor de-
moralized by success. It carries the shield of
democracy and the sword of freedom.
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TRIBUTE TO DENNIS THALER

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, each
year, Senator ENzI and I have the
pleasure of introducing outstanding in-
dividuals who have been selected as in-
ductees to the Wyoming Agriculture
Hall of Fame for their invaluable con-
tributions to agriculture and the Wyo-
ming community. This year, Dennis
Thaler, a third-generation Wyoming
rancher, will be honored as one of these
individuals during the 104th Wyoming
State Fair.

Selection as a member of the Wyo-
ming Agriculture Hall of Fame is not
just about the quality of a calf crop or
environmental improvements on the
ranch, though both of these are impor-
tant. This award also considers the in-
volvement and dedication to the local
communities that make Wyoming such
a special place to live. I am happy to
say that Dennis and his family embody
the Western values that guide life in
Wyoming. The Thalers raise crops like
oats, millet, and wheat; run a cow-calf
and yearling operation; and operate a
backgrounding feedlot. Still, Dennis
finds the time to be involved in the
Wyoming Association of Conservation
Districts, the Wyoming Stock Growers
Association, and the National Cattle-
men’s Beef Association. The Thalers
share their knowledge and experience
with local students, fellow ranchers,
and University of Wyoming researchers
through the many field days, open
houses, and workshops they host at
their ranch. Dennis’s dedication to his
community is evident in the high
praise he receives from his family,
neighbors, and his many agency part-
ners.

Dennis has been described as a ‘‘lead-
er,” a ‘“‘mainstay,” and a ‘driving
force’” in his community. He has been
recognized for both his innovative na-
ture and his pursuit of an inclusive,
well-rounded ‘‘teamwork approach’ in
making land management decisions.
These characteristics make for both a
hearty rancher and a healthy land-
scape. Dennis and his family were rec-
ognized for their hard work in 2006
when their ranch, the Thaler Land and
Livestock Company, was selected to re-
ceive the Environmental Stewardship
Award. The award considers manage-
ment of water, air, soil, and wildlife re-
sources, as well as the recipient’s lead-
ership qualities and the business’s sus-
tainability. Dennis and his family ex-
ceed expectations in each of these cat-
egories.

For nearly five decades, Dennis has
been at the helm of his family ranch in
southeast Wyoming. He and his family
have worked to improve the land and
water resources to ensure a future for
livestock, wildlife, and the next gen-
eration. Together with his family, I
have no doubt that Dennis will lead the
Thaler Land and Livestock Company
into the next 100 years with the same
mind for growth and conservation the
ranch has experienced since 1916.

I am honored to recognize this out-
standing individual and his family. It
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