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We need to pray for his family, and
we also need to take a look at our soci-
ety and make a decision that we should
respect, admire, and support those who
defend us.

Our prayers go out to Officer Thomp-
son’s family.

——————

MOURNING THE LOSS OF LIFE IN
DALLAS

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, my heart
breaks, as do the hearts of my col-
leagues, over the terrible tragedy that
took place last night and for the vic-
tims of the horrific violence that we
have seen in the last few days and
weeks.

We are better than this. We can do
better than this. In this body, we must
do better than this.

———

MOTION TO GO TO CONFERENCE
ON S. 2943, NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2017

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to House Resolution 809, I
offer a motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the motion.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. Thornberry moves that the House take
from the Speaker’s table the bill S. 2943,
with the House amendment thereto, insist on
the House amendment, and request a con-
ference with the Senate thereon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

This is a motion to request a con-
ference on S. 2943, the National Defense
Authorization Act. This is a procedural
motion, which will allow the House and
the Senate to conference our dif-
ferences. The House passed its bill on
May 18, by a vote of 277-147. The Senate
subsequently passed its bill.

I hope that the House will support
this motion and allow us to proceed to
conference.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time, and I move the previous
question on the motion.

The previous question was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas.

The motion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Con-
ferees on S. 2943 will be appointed at a
later time.

The

———
CONFERENCE REPORT ON §S. 524,
COMPREHENSIVE ADDICTION

AND RECOVERY ACT OF 2016

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 809, I call up the
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conference report on the bill (S. 524) to
authorize the Attorney General to
award grants to address the national
epidemics of prescription opioid abuse
and heroin use, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 809, the con-
ference report is considered read.

(For conference report and state-
ment, see proceedings of the House of
July 6, 2016, at page H4392.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. UPTON) and
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE) each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Michigan.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on the conference re-
port to accompany S. 524.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

The simple truth is that we are in
the midst of a real epidemic. Nearly
every 12 minutes, someone in America
dies of a drug overdose. The CDC re-
ports over a quarter billion opioid pre-
scriptions were written in the year
2012. The abuse of prescription pain-
killers and heroin has impacted, vir-
tually, every single community. It is
an epidemic that has no boundaries and
does not discriminate. In my State of
Michigan, we are seeing 10 times as
many deaths today as there were 15
years ago. Sadly, the number continues
to surge; but behind every statistic is a
person who was loved, part of a family
and community, and, yes, who was lost
too soon.
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It is a frightening reality, but we
have to face this epidemic head on, and
today’s vote is an important step for-
ward. Since the beginning of this proc-
ess, our focus has been, and continues
to be, on attacking this public health
crisis from every side, from zeroing in
on treatment for addiction and
overdoses to reforming prescription
practices in the delivery of medicines
and working with law enforcement of
the Department of Veterans Affairs.

Specifically, this conference report
addresses prevention care by requiring
HHS to create an interagency task
force to address chronic and pain man-
agement care and by reauthorizing
NASPER, a piece of legislation the
House has passed with very large bipar-
tisan support.

The conference report addresses
treatment by ensuring opioid reversal
medication is accessible to patients,
their family members and, yes, first re-
sponders as well. These medications
are key to stopping the overdose epi-
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demic and getting these patients into
proper treatment to become productive
members of our society.

The conference report also ensures
proper oversight and accountability by
including the majority leader’s OPEN
Act.

The conference report, as a whole,
touches on the spectrum of issues driv-
ing the opioid crisis. While there is no
one solution, we are making progress
in addressing a problem that has rap-
idly grown.

So I want to thank all my col-
leagues—certainly on the Energy and
Commerce Committee that I chair and
those off—for working to advance these
important bipartisan bills that will
make a real difference in our commu-
nities.

I am also proud that our final pack-
age has achieved the support of over
200 of the Nation’s leading advocacy
groups, groups from across the country
that are focused on recovery. These ad-
vocates are on the front lines in this
epidemic and truly appreciate the posi-
tive impact that our solutions will
have in every community.

There is an urgency to our work as
drug overdose deaths surge in Michigan
and beyond. We owe this effort to the
past, present, and, sadly, future vic-
tims of the opioid epidemic; our neigh-
bors, friends, family across every part
of the family in every demographic
group. So let’s come together and get
the job done. What we are doing will
save lives.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

After much thought, I have decided
to support the conference report on S.
524. It is not perfect and does not near-
ly do enough from a funding perspec-
tive, but it makes some important
steps that would allow us to begin to
address the opioid addiction crisis that
is impacting our Nation.

The American people are desperate
for relief from the opioid epidemic cur-
rently devastating our country, and
they are depending on this Congress to
act. By now, we have all heard the sto-
ries: young people taken from their
families in their prime; babies born
suffering from the cruel effects of
opioid withdrawal; and parents who
have lost the ability to care for their
families as they battle their addiction.

To treat this epidemic as anything
less than a national crisis would be a
terrible mistake. And even though we
have already lost far too many lives to
overdoses, we still have an opportunity
to save many more.

This conference report includes many
important policies that have bipartisan
agreement. For example, we will now
allow patients and doctors to choose to
partially fill their opioids so that ex-
cess medicines are not dispensed un-
necessarily. This will reduce the num-
ber of unused pills in circulation,
which will reduce the risk of misuse,
diversion, and overdose.

The conference report also allows
nurse practitioners and physician as-
sistants to treat individuals with
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