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designed to have the United States 
break that agreement. In a very dan-
gerous world, that agreement has made 
us a little bit safer. This would be a 
mistake of tragic proportions to under-
mine it. 

Last year, Prime Minister of Israel, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, on this House 
floor, as part of his campaign to scuttle 
a potential agreement, warned that 
Iran was on the verge of acquiring nu-
clear weapons as thousands of cen-
trifuges were whirling to enrich ura-
nium. 

While today, 14,000 centrifuges have 
been removed from service and placed 
under international supervision. Iran 
has removed nuclear material from its 
once secret facility at Fordow. It has 
reduced its stockpile of enriched ura-
nium from 12,000 kilograms, with a pu-
rity as high as 5 percent, to only 300 
kilograms, with a purity of no more 
than 3–2/3 percent. The core of the 
heavy water reactor at Arak has been 
filled with concrete. These are not ab-
stract numbers and mere technical-
ities. Iran has adhered to the agree-
ment, making a nuclear breakout hard-
er, and take longer. 

Make no mistake, Iran has some un-
savory hardline people in key positions 
of leadership, but not everyone. Presi-
dent Hassan Rouhani has been a voice 
of and a force for moderation. The Iran 
people voted for him as a repudiation 
of the hardliners. 

The Iranian people are still the most 
pro-American in the region, where even 
some of our allies have large anti- 
American populations. The majority of 
the Iranian people still like us, despite 
the fact that America cooperated with 
Britain to overthrow their popularly 
elected government in 1953 and install 
the Shah as dictator, despite the fact 
that the United States backed Saddam 
Hussein in the bloody Iraq-Iran war 
where we would later send American 
troops to overthrow him. At that time, 
he used poison gas—and we did nothing 
to stop him—against Iranians and 
against some of his own people. 

The relationship with Iran is impor-
tant to not just controlling nuclear 
threats. Iran is going to play a key role 
in this troubled area as the major Shia 
power. Our war against Iraq created 
huge problems, not just in Iraq, but 
Syria and Afghanistan. Iran will al-
ways play an outsized role. The ques-
tion is, can we work with them toward 
peace and reconciliation? 

I, for one, will vote against efforts to 
undercut the agreement when, after a 
year, all the evidence that I have seen 
is that the agreement is working and 
that Iran is complying. 

I am encouraged that there is a 
memorandum of understanding with 
American company Boeing and Iran to 
purchase 80 jet airplanes and lease an-
other 29, supporting over 100,000 jobs in 
the United States over the next decade. 
Rather than unwinding this agreement, 
people should support and strengthen 
it. 

Notably, our other partners in the 
agreement have already started to take 

commercial advantage. I would rather 
have American jobs at Boeing than 
have Airbus sell even more planes to 
Iran or the French Bombardier manu-
facturer. The rest of the world has 
moved on and America should not 
move backward. 

In a troubled world, an opportunity 
to strengthen ties with a former enemy 
through trade, job creation, and bring-
ing us a bit closer together should not 
be a major cause for concern. It should 
be a cause for celebration. 
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REMEMBERING MIKE RHYNE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. MCHENRY) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mike Rhyne, a great 
man and a friend from Rutherford 
County, North Carolina. 

Mike served as an aldermen for 
Ellenboro, the same town where his 
brother, Jim, serves as mayor. 

Ellenboro is a small town, but they 
don’t actually view themselves that 
way. In fact, Mike and his late wife, 
Pat, were instrumental in starting the 
town’s yearly festival. When they de-
cided to figure out a name on what to 
call it, they called it ‘‘Ellenboro’s Big 
Day.’’ That was sort of Mike’s person-
ality coming through in just the nam-
ing of that event. In fact, Mike gave 
me a T-shirt—and I still have it—‘‘The 
Big Day’’ T-shirt that he gave me a few 
years ago. 

Mike also really deserves a lot of 
credit for restoring the old Ellenboro 
train depot and transforming it into 
the town’s history museum. In this his-
tory museum, they pay tribute to the 
countless veterans that grew up, were 
raised, and came home to Ellenboro 
and to those that gave their lives in 
the service of our country. That really 
pays a special tribute to the commu-
nity. 

To Mike’s family, I extend my sym-
pathies. Ellenboro and Rutherford 
County have lost a true public servant, 
and I have lost a good friend. 

RETIREMENT OF CATAWBA COUNTY CHAMBER 
PRESIDENT DANNY HEARN 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I also 
rise today to honor a great man and a 
great friend, one of my constituents 
from Catawba County. 

Dave Hearn has served as president of 
the Catawba County Chamber of Com-
merce and has done so for the last 12 
years. He recently announced his re-
tirement from 43 years of work with 
chambers of commerce throughout the 
southeast. 

Danny is a graduate of Lenoir-Rhyne 
University. Shortly after graduation, 
he went to work at the local chamber 
of commerce as an intern, and that ca-
reer would last him until actually just 
a few months from now. 

He served local chambers, rising 
through the ranks from Norfolk, Vir-
ginia; Rockingham, North Carolina; 
Statesville, North Carolina; and he will 
finish his career in Hickory. 

Danny is well known for a couple of 
different things in the community. 
Danny is most well known for his com-
mitment to small business. He has 
fought tirelessly on behalf of the small 
business community and the business 
community generally. 

In fact, one of the greatest accom-
plishments at the Catawba County 
Chamber of Commerce under Danny’s 
leadership is the Edison project, a com-
petitive contest that awards much- 
needed start-up capital to local entre-
preneurs. He began this initiative in 
the midst of one of the worst economic 
downturns in western North Carolina 
history. 

Danny knows that the backbone of 
our local economy and the backbone of 
our country is small business. He un-
derstands that small business develop-
ment is the key to our region’s eco-
nomic development, growth, and recov-
ery. 

Danny’s work with small businesses 
has truly paid off. Recent statistics 
show that wages in Catawba County 
are growing at a faster rate than most 
counties in the country, and this is a 
great success under Danny’s leader-
ship. 

Danny is also extraordinarily well 
known for his love of golf. Danny’s sec-
ond-to-last day on the job in Sep-
tember will be hosting the chamber’s 
annual golf tournament. What a fitting 
way and a truly poetic way for Danny 
to end his chamber career. He will be 
doing two of the great things that he is 
passionate about: working with small 
businesses leaders and playing golf. 

So to Danny: You will truly be 
missed in Catawba County. Your lead-
ership will be truly missed. However, 
your impact will be felt for generations 
to come. We thank you for your leader-
ship, and I thank you for your friend-
ship. 

f 

ADDRESSING SECURITY THREATS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. ASHFORD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, we 
should not leave on the longest sum-
mer break in more than three decades 
while our Nation faces serious security 
threats. 

There is no greater responsibility for 
this body than to keep our commu-
nities and our families safe. We face 
real threats from around the world, 
from the Zika virus, cyber threats, 
China, Russia, and North Korea. All of 
these demand attention, but we must 
act now to destroy ISIS. 

The campaign of destruction waged 
by ISIS has created the worst crisis in 
the Middle East in a generation and is 
threatening American lives at home 
and abroad. 

When I traveled to the Middle East 17 
months ago, I came home and said that 
this must be our top priority. Congress 
must come together to develop a com-
prehensive strategy that attacks ISIS 
on all fronts, online and on the ground, 
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