July 12, 2016

The Thomas Jefferson Institute
prominently displays a statue of Jeffer-
son on its Web page and claims to be a
nonpartisan supporter of ‘‘environ-
mental stewardship,” but the institute
is an outspoken critic of the Presi-
dent’s Clean Power Plan and renewable
sources of energy and actively sows
doubt about climate science. The insti-
tute is right here on Professor Brulle’s
web of climate change countermove-
ment organizations.

According to data compiled by the
Conservative Transparency project be-
tween 1998 and 2014, the Jefferson Insti-
tute received funding from the fol-
lowing entities in the denial web: first,
of course, is the identity-laundering
Donors Trust and Donors Capital Fund.
Then there is the Lynde and Harry
Bradley Foundation, which, as we re-
call, also supported the Franklin Cen-
ter and the Madison Institute and links
to the Koch brothers through the far-
rightwing John Birch Society. Remem-
ber, they were at almost $30 million
into climate denial organizations in
those years between 2003 and 2010. And
then there is the William E. Simon
Foundation, whose current president is
also a senior fellow at the rightwing
Manhattan Institute, a member of the
Grant Advisory Committee of the
Searle Freedom Trust, and a past mem-
ber of the Board of Overseers of the
Hoover Institution. It is quite a web in-
deed.

The Jefferson Institute’s director was
quoted in 2007 as saying: ‘“When it
comes to global warming, I'm a skeptic
because the conclusions about the
cause of the apparent warming stand
on the shoulders of incredibly uncer-
tain data and models.” Tell that to
NOAA and NASA and every single one
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of our National Labs and see how far
you get. Tell that to your home State
university and see how far you get.

In 2008, he wrote about climate
change for the Jefferson Journal, a
commentary forum of the Jefferson In-
stitute, that ‘‘greenhouse gas reduction
goals . . . are both unachievable and ir-
relevant’ and assured ‘‘there will be no
climate catastrophe due to CO, because
either the science is wrong or we will
use geoengineering.”

In 2011, he wrote two pieces for the
Jefferson Journal opposing wind power,
contending that—you are not going to
believe this, but here is the quote—
“wind is not affordable and it is not
clean” and that wind power ‘has no
sensible place in a 21st century civili-
zation.” Tell that to our friend Senator
GRASSLEY, whose State gets a third of
its power from wind energy.

Franklin, Jefferson, Madison,
Locke—these are great names put on
the front of very shady Koch-funded
front groups in the web of denial, and
the organizations share several com-
mon features: First, they all propagate
what by any reasonable standard is
preposterous nonsense and masquerade
it as science and independent opinion.
Second, they all get massive funding
from fossil fuel interests and always
line up obediently with those interests.
Third, they interlock. The interlocking
is almost too complicated to track—in
staff, in board members, in funding
sources—but it all traces back to fossil
fuel money. And, of course, they all
mask themselves behind the names of
great men from history who would re-
coil to discover their names and rep-
utations being put to such discredit-
able use. Who needs to hide behind
names like that? I submit it is people
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who are up to no good and don’t want
to be caught out for who they really
are.

Let me conclude by thanking the
many Senators who have participated
in this effort to put a little bit of a
spotlight on a very phony web of denial
that is operating actively in our de-
mocracy to distort and disturb its
proper operation and to sabotage
America’s ability to respond in a re-
sponsible way to the climate crisis.
They include our leader HARRY REID,
BEN CARDIN, CHRIS COONS, TiM KAINE,
ELIZABETH WARREN, CHUCK SCHUMER,
ToM UDALL, JEFF MERKLEY, BARBARA
BOXER, DICK DURBIN, BRIAN SCHATZ, AL
FRANKEN, MARTIN HEINRICH, my senior
Senator JACK REED, JEANNE SHAHEEN,
GARY PETERS, DICK BLUMENTHAL, and
ED MARKEY. I am honored to partici-
pate in this effort with them.

With that, I yield the floor.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 9:30 a.m. tomorrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 8:27 p.m.,
adjourned until Wednesday, July 13,
2016, at 9:30 a.m.

————

CONFIRMATION
Executive nomination confirmed by
the Senate July 12, 2016:
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

CAROLE SCHWARTZ RENDON, OF OHIO, TO BE UNITED
STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF
OHIO FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS.
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