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him unable to participate in physical activity. 
At the age of eleven, Mr. Kono and his family 
were moved to Tule Lake Relocation Center 
following passage of Executive Order 9066. 
While there, Mr. Kono began lifting weights 
and joined a bodybuilding club. This marked 
the beginning of Mr. Kono’s passion for 
weightlifting. 

After three years, Mr. Kono was released 
and returned to Sacramento, enrolling in Sac-
ramento High School. Despite being known as 
the ‘‘a 98 pound weakling’’ when he was 
younger, he entered into local weightlifting 
competitions and began winning. With the 
start of the Korean War, Mr. Kono was sched-
uled to deploy to Asia, but the military allowed 
him to stay in the United States after learning 
he was a contender for the 1952 Olympic 
team. 

Mr. Kono was an individual who was de-
voted to his country; he was a Japanese 
American who was able to embrace new op-
portunities after World War II. Mr. Kono won 
his first gold medal in 1952 and won a silver 
medal at the 1960 Olympics. Mr. Kono went 
on to win several bodybuilding competitions, 
made the cover of national magazines, and 
earned attention of fellow athletes when he set 
world records in four weight classes. After re-
tiring, Mr. Kono invested his time coaching as-
piring champions, including young lifters in 
Sacramento and Hawaii, as well as tutoring 
high school students in Sacramento. Mr. Kono 
passed away in April in Honolulu. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to 
Tommy Kono for being an American cham-
pion, as well as a mentor to young adults in 
the Sacramento area. While family, friends, 
and mentees gather together to celebrate Mr. 
Kono, I ask all my colleagues to join me in 
honoring his outstanding work of service to his 
country as well as his commitment to his com-
munity. 
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CONGRATULATING ALLAN 
WEEGAR ON HIS RETIREMENT 
FROM THE CITY OF HURST, 
TEXAS 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 13, 2016 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Allan Weegar, City Manager to 
the City of Hurst, Texas, on his retirement 
after thirty-five years of dedicated service. 

Allan’s distinguished career with the city 
began in 1981 as assistant to the City Man-
ager. Soon after, Allan was promoted to As-
sistant City Manager of Administration. In 
1997, Allan was selected to serve as City 
Manager, a role he would excel at for nearly 
twenty years. 

While serving his community, Allan has be-
come a member of the International City Man-
agement Association, Texas City Management 
Association, Northeast Leadership Forum, and 
is a past-president of the North Texas City 
Management Association. In addition, Allan 
currently serves on the board of directors for 
Texas City Management Association, North-
east Transportation System and the Hurst-Eu-
less-Bedford Economic Development Founda-
tion. 

Allan’s vision and dedication to his city have 
brought forward a period of economic develop-

ment and productivity which has revitalized 
Hurst and the surrounding communities. 
Allan’s dedication to providing excellent cus-
tomer service to the citizens he serves has set 
a tremendous example for those in public 
service. Allan has established a culture of 
leadership and development within the City of 
Hurst that has driven its prosperity and suc-
cess over the last two decades. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize 
Allan and his outstanding service to the City of 
Hurst. I ask all of my distinguished colleagues 
to join me in congratulating Allan Weegar on 
his well-deserved retirement. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RUBÉN HINOJOSA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 13, 2016 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I was unable 
to be present in the House chamber for cer-
tain roll call votes on Monday, July 11th and 
Tuesday, July 12th for the first vote series. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘aye’ 
for roll calls 401, 402, 403, 410, 411, 412, 
413, 414, and 415 and ‘nay’ on roll calls 404, 
405, 406, 407, 408, 409, and 416. 
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SUGAR LAND HOSPITAL EARNS 
TOP GRADE FOR PATIENT SAFETY 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 13, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Houston Methodist Sugar 
Land Hospital for earning an ‘‘A’’ for patient 
safety. 

For almost two decades, Houston Methodist 
Sugar Land Hospital has been a critical part-
ner in the Fort Bend County community. Twice 
a year, Hospital Safety Scores are assigned to 
over 2,500 hospitals across the United States. 
Developed under the guidance of Leapfrog’s 
Blue Ribbon Expert Panel, the Hospital Safety 
Score is an elite designation which sets the 
highest standards for patient safety. Houston 
Methodist Sugar Land Hospital was one of 
less than one-third of those inspected to earn 
an ‘‘A’’ for patient safety. Fort Bend County 
residents are blessed to be under the care of 
some of the nation’s best doctors, nurses, 
technicians, and staff, who provide excellent 
care for the patients that pass through their 
doors. I commend all of these men and 
women for their hard work and dedication. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations to the 
Houston Methodist Sugar Land Hospital for re-
ceiving an ‘‘A’’ in patient safety. Thank you for 
all that you do for Fort Bend County. 
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TRIBUTE TO LOU AND PHILIP 
FUNK 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 13, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Lou and Philip 

Funk of Avoca, Iowa, on the very special oc-
casion of their 50th wedding anniversary. They 
were married on May 28, 1966 in Racine, Wis-
consin. 

Lou and Philip’s lifelong commitment to 
each other and their family truly embodies 
Iowa values. As they reflect on their 50th anni-
versary, I hope it is filled with happy memo-
ries. May their commitment grow even strong-
er, as they continue to love, cherish, and 
honor one another for many years to come. 

I salute this great couple on their 50th year 
together and I wish them many more. I know 
my colleagues in the United States House of 
Representatives will join me in congratulating 
Lou and Philip on this momentous occasion. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 13, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $19,366,974,554,360.50. We’ve 
added $8,740,097,505,447.42 to our debt in 7 
years. This is over $8.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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HONORING LEBANON MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 13, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a resourceful church, 
Lebanon Missionary Baptist Church. 

The Lebanon Missionary Baptist Church had 
its beginning in 1869, when the congregation 
worshipped under a ‘‘brush harbor’’ with the 
Reverend David Adams serving as pastor and 
founder. 

Realizing the need for a structure in which 
to worship, the pastor and members put forth 
every effort to design and construct the first 
church. The building was erected approxi-
mately 60 to 70 feet from the old church site. 

As we look back over the 147-year history 
of Lebanon, we are reminded of the loyal de-
votion of the early pioneers and their stead-
fastness to the cause of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. We attribute any success or progress 
of this church to their loyalty. 

The Reverend David Adams served faith-
fully as pastor until his death; and the Rev-
erend Riley Russell accepted the call as pas-
tor and served diligently until his death. Some 
of the early pastors were the Reverends: S.D. 
Smith; Joe Baskin; Dan Anderson; Connelly; 
J. A. Johnson; Pleasant Fractions; Jimmy 
Mines; and J. Carter. 

The Lebanon Missionary Baptist Church is 
recognized as the oldest land grant church in 
this area. It has served as a torch shining forth 
‘‘her’’ brilliant light in this community. This light 
of hope and compassion has compelled many 
to come to Christ. 
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