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power is virtually unlimited. Under
this President, citizens must submit
their liberty and freedom to whatever
the government experts determine is
best. The administration believes they
can operate above or around the law.
Madam Speaker, the President’s
record in front of the Court is a dis-
turbing trend and something that
should alarm every single American.

———

GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION

(Mr. AGUILAR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. AGUILAR. Madam Speaker,
today, I rise to talk about an issue that
has affected my community in San
Bernardino very personally and con-
tinues to impact our neighborhoods on
almost a daily basis: gun violence.

Over the past several weeks, Ameri-
cans have stood together to demand ac-
tion on commonsense measures to re-
duce gun violence. My office has dealt
with full voice mails, flooded social
media sites, and received countless let-
ters asking for these commonsense re-
forms.

The message is the same: Back-
ground checks are basic measures that
will make our communities safer while
respecting the Second Amendment
rights of responsible gun owners. And if
you are too dangerous to fly on a
plane, you are too dangerous to buy a
gun.

Madam Speaker, these measures are
not controversial. Keeping guns out of
the hands of suspected terrorists and
criminals are basic measures where
both Democrats and Republicans
should be able to find common ground.

I ask that this Chamber remain in
session until we vote on this legisla-
tion. By foregoing bipartisan legisla-
tion to end gun violence—bills our con-
stituents are demanding us to con-
sider—House Republicans are playing
favor to special interests.

We owe the American people a vote.
If we are too scared in this body to
vote on these commonsense measures
out of loyalty to our special interest
groups instead of our own constituents,
then we need to reflect on our roles
here.

—
0 1230

INCREASING TRANSPARENCY IN
AMERICA’S HIGHER EDUCATION
SYSTEM

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, each
year, families across the country face
difficult decisions about where they
can afford to send their children to col-
lege and what institution is the best fit
for them.

Students must wade through massive
and often conflicting amounts of infor-
mation in order to make an informed
choice. Taking time to fully under-
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stand the available data can be an ag-
gravating task that may get put off
and ultimately ignored, often with dis-
astrous consequences.

I want to thank my colleagues for
their support this week of my legisla-
tion to help students gain access to the
facts they need to make an informed
decision about where to pursue higher
education.

H.R. 3178, the Strengthening Trans-
parency in Higher Education Act, will
begin to streamline the overwhelming
maze of information currently provided
to students and families at the Federal
level.

It is crucial that we continue to in-
crease transparency in the country’s
higher education system. This legisla-
tion is a positive step forward in that
effort.

———

RESPONDING TO THE EPIDEMIC OF
GUN VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, last
evening, we, the members of the Demo-
cratic Caucus, came together in an
evening of remembrance to mark the 1-
month anniversary and honor the lives
of the 49 individuals who were mas-
sacred in Orlando at the Pulse Night-
club.

We are about now to leave Congress,
adjourn for 7 weeks, failing in our sa-
cred responsibility to keep the Amer-
ican people safe. During that time, dur-
ing our recess, about 5,000 Americans
will die at the hands of guns.

Too many communities have been
stained by the blood of gun violence,
and Congress has done nothing. We
have begged and pleaded and implored
and argued to bring to the floor respon-
sible gun safety legislation, to do
something to honor the lives that have
been lost. Yet, my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle have refused—
have refused to show the courage to
stand up and do what is right for the
American people. I pray that they find
the courage to do that, and that we fi-
nally do something to reduce gun vio-
lence in this country and to honor the
lives that have been lost, and to finally
leave this Chamber knowing that we
have responded and done something to
respond to the epidemic of gun violence
in America.

———

CONSCIENCE PROTECTION

(Mr. BABIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, this Na-
tion was founded by those seeking to
escape the coercive forces of govern-
ments across Europe.

This basic freedom is under assault
today as radical advocates for abortion
are using the coercive forces of Fed-
eral, State, and local governments to
compel pro-life individuals, businesses,
and healthcare providers, to act
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against their deeply held religious con-
victions in order to keep a job or to
hold a medical license or to operate a
hospital, clinic or health insurance
plan.

No one should be forced to violate
their deeply held convictions against
taking innocent lives. Yet, the Obama
administration has simply refused to
enforce the current conscience law,
most recently in California.

With the passage of our bill, pro-life
Americans will no longer be forced to
appeal to this administration for relief.
This bill will enable Americans to file
suit in court and, once and for all, end
this coercion. I urge my colleagues to
vote in support of this very important
legislation so that the rights of pro-life
Americans are restored.

———

CONGRESS HAS NO ZIKA
PREVENTION PLAN

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DEUTCH. Madam Speaker, what
will we tell American families when
their child is born with microcephaly
caused by the Zika virus?

It is not a hypothetical question.
Families in Puerto Rico are already
answering it. Over 276 travel-related
cases of Zika have been reported in my
home State of Florida, 43 cases affect-
ing pregnant women.

In Florida, we are on the front line
and we are at risk of local outbreaks.
The Florida delegation on both sides of
the aisle supports funding to prepare
for and prevent local infections, but we
still don’t have a bill.

Over the T7-week recess, while Fed-
eral, State, and local officials try to
prepare for Zika without the resources
they need, we will need to prepare an-
swers for these families.

Did we do all that we could to pre-
vent an outbreak? Did we follow rec-
ommendations from scientists and in-
fectious disease experts? Did we assure
women that they don’t need to be
afraid to become pregnant in my State
of Florida?

I wish we could say that the leader-
ship of this Congress put the health
and security of American families
above partisan politics. I hope, and
they better hope, that it is not too
late.

————
WHY WE'RE HERE

(Mr. CARDENAS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARDENAS. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to try to do justice to a
beautiful poem that won a national
contest by Eliana Jaffee. And the con-
test is “Why I’'m Glad America is a Na-
tion of Immigrants.”” And Eliana
Jaffe’s poem is “Why We’re Here.”

“That morning when the sun had
risen, my shores, my seas, my hopes
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