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various regions of Asia including, China and 
Vietnam. The improvements of exporting rela-
tions of peanut to Asia have been tremen-
dous. Last year Georgia peanut exports had a 
total value of $81,592,245, which is a 530% 
increase over the previous year. 

The state of Georgia certainly appreciates 
what Don has done in the peanut industry 
over his 30 year tenure. He has earned much 
deserved respect as a result of his leadership 
and contributions to the Georgia Peanut Com-
mission as their Executive Director. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join me, along 
with all those associated with Georgia peanuts 
in congratulating Mr. Don Koehler for every-
thing he has done to improve and strengthen 
the peanut industry in Georgia and the peanut 
industry nationwide. 
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HONORING MANTECA CITY POLICE 
CHIEF NICK OBLIGACION 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and honor Manteca City Police 
Chief, Nick Obligacion, who announced his re-
tirement after 24 years of service. 

Nick was born in Fort Ord, California and 
was raised in Monterey County. He attended 
college at Monterey Peninsula College where 
he graduated with an Associate’s Degree in 
General Education and a certificate in Elec-
tronic Technology. 

Before working in Manteca, Nick was a 
Deputy Sheriff at Monterey County Sheriff’s 
Department in Salinas. He received his basic 
certificate in 1989, and applied for the Police 
Officer position in Manteca in 1991 and began 
his first shift as an Officer in December of that 
year. Nick completed the Field Training Pro-
gram in January of 1992 and was then re-
leased to patrol. 

In addition to being recognized as Employee 
of the Month in 1992, Nick and his patrol ca-
nine, Barry, received several awards for their 
trial showings throughout the state of Cali-
fornia. His commitment to excelling as an Offi-
cer was evident through his continued edu-
cation and certification in many tactical areas 
of training. 

Nick had a very long and successful career 
and was promoted to Police Sergeant in July 
of 2007 and ultimately to the position of 
Manteca Police Chief in January of 2012. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and 
commending the outstanding contributions 
made to law enforcement services in the City 
of Manteca by Chief Nick Obligacion and 
hereby wish him continued success in his re-
tirement. 
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HONORING THE ROBERT MONDAVI 
WINERY 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the Robert Mondavi Win-

ery, which today is celebrating the 50th anni-
versary of its groundbreaking by founder and 
winemaking pioneer Robert Mondavi. 

Robert Mondavi embarked on an ambitious 
venture in 1966 to make our Napa Valley a 
world class wine region. Mondavi’s winery be-
came the first major winery built in the Napa 
Valley since the repeal of Prohibition in 1933. 
He carefully selected the historic To Kalon 
Vineyard as the site for his new winery to 
showcase the best qualities of Napa grapes 
and wines. 

Mondavi selected architect Cliff May to de-
sign a winery inspired by California’s historic 
missions. To enrich visitors’ experience, the 
family began collecting art to fill the winery, in-
cluding many works by the Californian sculptor 
Beniamino Bufano. The Robert Mondavi Win-
ery soon became a cultural landmark in our 
community, hosting visitors for wine tastings 
and tours, as well as the first annual Summer 
Music Festival fundraiser for the Napa Valley 
Symphony in 1969. 

The Robert Mondavi Winery has achieved 
great success in producing high quality wines 
and advancing the art of winemaking. The 
winery has been a notable leader in pio-
neering environmentally sustainable agricul-
tural practices to preserve our valley’s land for 
future generations. In a testament to its com-
mitment to innovation, the Robert Mondavi 
Winery has worked with NASA to use ad-
vanced sensory technology in vineyard man-
agement. Moreover, the Robert Mondavi Win-
ery has been a generous community partner, 
providing well-paying jobs to Napans and giv-
ing back more than $150 million to local char-
ities in our Valley. 

Mr. Speaker, the Robert Mondavi Winery 
has been a leading institution in our wine com-
munity for the past five decades and will con-
tinue to thrive with the dedication and support 
of its winemakers, owners, and staff. It is 
therefore fitting and proper that we honor the 
winery here today. 
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THE SARAH D.J. RAWSON’’ 

HON. WALTER B. JONES 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 14, 2016 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, commencing first 
in 1848, the United States Life Saving Service 
was a federal government agency that grew 
out of private and local humanitarian efforts to 
create and man rescue stations along the 
coast. These outposts were often remote. The 
men stationed there took great pride in their 
deep commitment to save the lives of ship-
wrecked mariners and passengers, often 
against overwhelming odds. In 1874, life sav-
ing stations were added along the coast of 
Maine, Cape Cod, and the famed Outer Banks 
of North Carolina. In 1878, this network of sta-
tions was formally organized as a separate 
agency of the United States Department of the 
Treasury. In 1915, the Service formally 
merged with the Revenue Cutter Service to 
form the United States Coast Guard. These 
lonely, isolated outposts were always manned 
by the bravest of men who knew no fear, and 
who were dedicated to their sworn duty of res-
cuing seamen in distress. Their motto was ‘‘to 
always go, but not always return’’. Even now, 

many stories are told about the daring rescues 
by such men, some admittedly embellished a 
bit for literary interest. Proudly beat the hearts 
today of all who can call themselves their de-
scendants. 

One of the most notable of these rescues 
occurred on a cold, blustery winter’s night in 
February of 1905. The three-masted schooner, 
Sarah D.J. Rawson, two days out of George-
town, South Carolina and bound for New York 
with a cargo of lumber, ‘‘stoved up’’ hard on 
Cape Lookout Shoals in a heavy winter squall. 
A complete report of the Rawson rescue ap-
pears at: http://www.coastalguide.com/helms-
man/rawson-rescue.shtml. The names of the 
men who were attached to Life Saving Station, 
Cape Lookout and who participated in this res-
cue party were: William H. Gaskill (‘‘Keeper’’), 
Kilby Guthrie, Walter M. Yeomans (grand-
father of the author’s wife), Tyre Moore, John 
A. Guthrie, James W. Fulcher, John E. 
Kirkman, Calupt T. Jarvis, and Joseph L. 
Lewis—some of the bravest sons ever 
hatched out of Car’tret County homes. Each 
received a gold medal from the Service in rec-
ognition of their heroism in this rescue. During 
World War II, the U.S. Government made a 
request of these men to return their gold med-
als to support the war effort. The medals have 
never been reissued to the men or their fami-
lies. 

HISTORY OF SARAH D.J RAWSON RESCUE 
The 387-ton, three-masted schooner Sarah 

D.J. Rawson, with a crew of seven, sailed 
from Georgetown, SC for New York with a 
full cargo of lumber on 2 February 1905. 
While standing under short canvas in a SSE 
gale at 5:30 PM on the 9th, the vessel strand-
ed in the breakers on the south side of Look-
out Shoals. She became a total loss. As soon 
as the schooner struck the master gave or-
ders to take in sail. While the crew per-
formed this work, a heavy sea swept the 
decks and carried Jacob Hansen, a Nor-
wegian seaman, into the surf He soon dis-
appeared. 

The same sea struck the master and 3 
other seamen. Only by the most desperate ef-
forts, did they cling to the vessel. The schoo-
ner gradually worked onto the shoal and lay 
somewhat easier. The violent onslaughts of 
the sea, however, broke over her and soon 
carried away her boat. Then they swept the 
fore and aft deckhouses, her deck load of 
lumber and her spars. Powerless to do any-
thing for the vessel, the crew sought refuge 
in the highest part of the wreck. Their situa-
tion appeared to be hopeless. 

At Cape Lookout (NC) Life-Saving Station, 
about 9 miles northwest from the vessel, a 
vigilant lookout had been maintained during 
the day. A surfman remained constantly on 
watch while the keeper himself had twice 
visited the tower during the morning. A 
thick mantle of fog, however, covered the 
ocean and shut the doomed vessel from view. 
At noon, just as the lookout had been re-
lieved, the keeper again climbed into the 
tower and at 12:05 PM, while scanning the 
sea with the glasses, he caught a glimpse of 
the schooner’s topmost spars. Knowing from 
her bearings that she probably was upon the 
shoal, he immediately called away the life-
boat. Every member of the crew promptly re-
sponded. 

Though nearly all the men were ill, there 
having been an epidemic of influenza at the 
station, not one shrank from what all knew 
would be a long and wearisome pull in win-
try weather over 18 miles of rough sea. A 
light southwesterly breeze made for a favor-
able wind and allowed the surfmen to make 
sail. With 8 men at the oars, they were off to 
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