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Minerva is very active in her community,
reservation, and state. Minerva has been in-
vited to numerous schools in Montana, served
as President and Vice-President of the Mon-
tana Association of Bilingual Education
(MABE), as well as Montana Indian Education
Association (MIEA). She is an Ambassador for
Indian Education for All, telling stories about
how all people can learn the truth about Na-
tive American history, culture and philosophy
into their classroom, bridging the gap of rac-
ism and teaching about the richness of indige-
nous people’s history and culture.

Rarely does a single personal history reflect
so vividly an individual’s struggle and deter-
mination to make life truly meaningful. Miner-
va’s strength and inspiring spirit match her
drive to make the world a better place for her
people. Today, as a widowed ranch woman,
she still lives on her grandfather’s land after
three generations, next to the Little Rockies
Mountains, where she was born.

——————

IN HONOR OF THE DISTRIBUTIVE
EDUCATION CLUBS OF AMERICA

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 14, 2016

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the efforts of the Western Sierra Col-
legiate Academy’s Distributive Education
Clubs of America (DECA) chapter and the
success of similar chapters throughout the
country. Through teaching methods focused
on development in marketing, finance, hospi-
tality, and management, students participating
in DECA are effectively prepared for their fu-
ture careers.

The Western Sierra Collegiate Academy’s
DECA chapter successfully equips emerging
entrepreneurs with goal-setting, consensus-
building, and project-management skills. By
tapping into its students’ varying interests and
learning styles, DECA’s adaptive business-de-
velopment program engages students in a
hands-on environment, including entrepreneur
activities such as operating school stores, or-
ganizing fundraising events, and participating
in business simulation competitions with other
DECA chapters. DECA encourages its stu-
dents to learn and practice smart business
strategies, opening doors for students to de-
velop and influence the business sector.

The Western Sierra Collegiate Academy
successfully engages its students in business
practices and has been named a Gold-level
School-Based Enterprise (SBE). In earning
this award, Western Sierra Collegiate Acad-
emy has completed a detailed written descrip-
tion of how its chapter adheres to select busi-
ness model standards in the above methods.
Chapters are categorized into three SBE lev-
els: bronze, silver, and gold. Western Sierra’s
Gold-level placement qualifies them to partici-
pate in the exclusive SBE Academy competi-
tion, held at the International Career Develop-
ment Conference.

Throughout secondary and post-secondary
education, it is essential to instill in students
common-sense principles utilized by today’s
businesses, and the Western Sierra Collegiate
Academy’s chapter reaffirms this notion. The
teaching methods and interactions that DECA
applies allows students to learn the signifi-
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cance and importance in one’s ability to make
choices and experience real-world business
practices. The highly interactive nature of
DECA allows students to understand the free
market's benefits. The ability to teach these
principles to students throughout high school
and college is critical to our country’s future
free market drive and initiative.

Knowledge and practice of entrepreneurship
coupled with interactive applications of smart
business strategies in an educational environ-
ment not only teaches students how to en-
gage in business with the necessary skills re-
quired, but also allows students to develop
their own well-informed career goals. Cur-
rently, DECA chapters are in over 3,500 high
schools and over 275 colleges, engaging over
215,000 students.

Mr. Speaker, | commend the Western Sierra
Collegiate Academy DECA chapter for its tire-
less efforts to inspire and train successful en-
trepreneurs and look forward to following their
successes.

———

RECOGNIZING MR. CHARLES G.
SCHLICHTER, JR. FOR HIS DEDI-
CATION TO CHAMBERSBURG,
PENNSYLVANIA’S SISTER CITY
RELATIONSHIP WITH GOTEMBA,
JAPAN

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 14, 2016

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. Charles G. Schlichter, Jr. for his
dedication to Chambersburg, Pennsylvania’s
Sister City relationship with Gotemba, Japan.

Since 1958, when the Gotemba City Assem-
bly voted to establish a Sister City relationship
with Chambersburg, PA, the two cities have
enjoyed a strong and fulfilling bond, as illus-
trated by the many citizen exchange visits that
have occurred over the years. While much
credit is owed to those responsible for estab-
lishing this relationship, | believe it is just as
important to recognize those, like Mr.
Schlichter, who have helped maintain this
meaningful connection. What's more, | would
like to highlight the 30-year commitment Mr.
Schlichter has made to helping guide and
maintain Chambersburg’s Sister City relation-
ship with Gotemba.

As a trusted member of the local business
community, Mr. Schlichter was a natural
choice to represent our area in this inter-
national relationship via the Chambersburg
Sister City Committee. The Sister City Com-
mittee was established by Chambersburg Bor-
ough Council, however it remains committed
to raising its necessary funds through dona-
tions and contributions from local organiza-
tions and businesses. Thanks to Mr.
Schlichter's stewardship, our community con-
tinues to reap the benefits of this longstanding
Sister City relationship.

Today | am proud to celebrate the 30 years
that Mr. Schlichter has given to upholding this
55-years-and-counting bond, and on behalf of
the 9th Congressional District of Pennsylvania,
| say thank you.
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IN HONOR OF THE SECOND BAP-
TIST CHURCH OF ELGIN’S 150TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 14, 2016

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the Second Baptist
Church of Elgin on its 150th anniversary.

Since it was formally organized in 1866 by
a group of men, women and children who had
escaped slavery and established Elgin’s Afri-
can-American community, the Second Baptist
Church has served the Greater Elgin Commu-
nity through ministry and outreach.

In its 150 years, the church has grown in
both size and membership and remains an im-
portant part of our Eighth District Community.

From its humble beginnings, the Second
Baptist Church of Elgin has expanded to in-
clude a soup kitchen, young adult ministry,
prison ministry, bus ministry, couples ministry
and street ministry.

The church has partnered with local schools
to help at-risk students, donated funds to the
Boys and Girls Club of Elgin and in 2003
hosted a young State Senator by the name of
Barack Obama as he introduced himself to our
community.

've met with their members when their
League of Military Veterans came to visit
Washington, DC, and I'm so proud of the con-
nections they have forged that help keep our
community connected and strong.

| am proud to honor the Second Baptist
Church of Elgin as they celebrate their 150th
anniversary and | look forward to their contin-
ued contributions to our community.

HONORING THE LATE SMITH
BRETT LAWRENCE

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 14, 2016

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize the late Mr. Smith Brett
Lawrence of Keene, New York, who was ex-
tremely dedicated to his family, his community,
and his country.

Mr. Lawrence, known as Brett to most,
served during the Vietham War as a United
States Marine. He was an Adirondack Guide
and lived the majority of his life in Keene, New
York, located in New York’s 21st Congres-
sional District. Brett will be remembered by his
family and friends as a loyal and dedicated
man, with a wonderful sense of charity and a
deep faith.

Brett devoted many years to organizations
in his community including the Keene Valley
Rod and Gun Club, the American Legion Post
1312, and the Keene Valley Congregational
Church. Brett also drove sleds at the Lake
Placid Bobsled-Run for 18 years, served with
the Keene Volunteer Fire Department for 30
years, and also served as the chair of the
Town of Keene Republican Committee.

However, what may have been Brett's
greatest service to his community was his role
as Keene'’s Santa Claus for the past 40 years.
Dressed as Santa Claus, Brett would visit the
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