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In order to hold FPI accountable, I 

have introduced H.R. 4671, the Small 
Business Protection Act. It is our re-
sponsibility to supply our troops with 
the highest quality, American-made 
gear available. FPI does not deliver on 
that promise, and I request the support 
of my colleagues in this endeavor. 

f 

ZIKA IS A GROWING PUBLIC 
HEALTH CRISIS 

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, when we 
left Washington 7 weeks ago, there 
were 311 Zika cases in Florida, and no 
local infections. Now there are over 600 
cases, including 56 local infections, and 
the number of cases in pregnant women 
has doubled. 

Rather than meeting the serious pub-
lic health crisis with serious policy, 
Republican leadership is playing a dan-
gerous game by blocking Zika funding 
to make a political statement about 
Planned Parenthood and abortion. 

We get it. You oppose women exer-
cising their constitutionally protected 
rights. You would like to live in a 
world where women don’t have access 
to safe and legal abortion. You want to 
live in a world where Roe v. Wade is 
not the law of the land and where 
women do not have access to contra-
ception. Enough. 

In the real world, Zika is spread by 
mosquitoes and Zika spreads through 
sex. Safe sex means fewer infections, 
and Planned Parenthood will help in 
this fight. 

It is time to protect American fami-
lies in the real world, where the Con-
stitution protects women’s health care 
rights, and where we are facing a pub-
lic health crisis from the Zika virus. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge Republican lead-
ers to listen to anxious Floridians, 
Democrats and Republicans alike, who 
want Congress to act for them and not 
for attempted political gain. 

f 

100 YEARS OF SUPPORT FOR 
MINNESOTA FARMERS 

(Mr. EMMER of Minnesota asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. EMMER of Minnesota. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate the 
100th anniversary of the Anoka County 
Farm Bureau. As a supporter of agri-
culture in Minnesota’s Sixth District, 
the Anoka County Farm Bureau does 
an excellent job promoting the inter-
ests of Minnesota’s farmers and their 
products and produce. 

For many farmers in Minnesota, 
farming is not just a job; it is a way of 
life often passed from one generation 
to the next. They work 7 days a week, 
from dusk till dawn, to ensure that our 
groceries are stocked and that Min-
nesotans are fed quality food. It is not 
an easy job, but it is a vital one. 

As the backbone of Minnesota’s econ-
omy, our farmers deserve as much help 

as possible. Without the constant sup-
port of the Anoka County Farm Bu-
reau, our district and our State would 
not be where it is today. That is why I 
not only want to congratulate the 
Anoka County Farm Bureau on this 
very special anniversary, but I want to 
thank them for supporting Minnesota 
farmers for the past century, and we 
look forward to a long future. 

f 

ZIKA VIRUS IS PUBLIC HEALTH 
EMERGENCY 

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise to discuss 
the Zika virus, which has now become 
a serious public health emergency. Of-
ficials from the Department of Health 
and Human Services have spent August 
reiterating the dire need for funding to 
protect the American public from Zika 
and its potential harm. 

While the Centers for Disease Control 
worked furiously to control and re-
search the mosquitoes that carry this 
virus, and the National Institute of Al-
lergy and Infectious Diseases labors 
over finding a vaccine for the virus, 
Congress has stalled over funding the 
package. 

You have heard the cry from Demo-
crats and Republicans about how seri-
ous this is. In the United States, in-
cluding territories, we currently have 
16,832 active Zika virus cases. In south 
Florida, we now have cases of local 
transmission that could have been pre-
vented with better vector control and 
preparedness. 

We must give our health profes-
sionals the tools they need to fight the 
spread of this virus. Today I ask that 
we in Congress do our jobs, please. 

f 

COMMEMORATING FRANCIS 
BELLAMY 

(Mr. COLLINS of New York asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to commemorate 
Francis Bellamy, one of the most influ-
ential individuals from Mount Morris, 
New York. Francis Bellamy is the au-
thor of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Today marks the 124th anniversary 
of the Pledge of Allegiance, which was 
first published in a magazine called 
The Youth’s Companion, on September 
8, 1892. 

The Pledge was originally written as 
part of a campaign to put American 
flags in every school in the United 
States. In its original form, it read: ‘‘I 
pledge allegiance to my Flag and the 
Republic for which it stands, one na-
tion, indivisible, with liberty and jus-
tice for all.’’ 

In 1923, the words ‘‘the Flag of the 
United States of America’’ were added. 

In 1954, Congress added the words 
‘‘under God,’’ creating the 31-word 
pledge we say today. 

Bellamy’s words are recited millions 
of times every day and are ingrained in 
our society as an expression of national 
pride and patriotism. 

f 

HURRICANE HERMINE AND THE 
NORTH FLORIDA WAY 

(Ms. GRAHAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, more 
than 250,000 people were without power. 
Ten-foot storm surges destroyed 
homes. Lives were lost. This is what 
my hometown and north Florida has 
experienced in the past week as a re-
sult of Hermine, the first hurricane to 
strike Florida in 11 years. 

It was one of the worst storms ever 
to hit north Florida, but throughout 
all the devastation and destruction, we 
also witnessed community, kindness, 
and love, or what I like to call the 
north Florida way. 

Organizations like the Red Cross and 
Salvation Army sheltered and fed those 
in need. Churches opened their doors to 
those suffering, and neighbors took in 
neighbors to help give them respite and 
relief from the heat. 

Mr. Speaker, it will take weeks and 
months for us to recover from this 
storm, but today I want to recognize 
and thank all organizations, volun-
teers, workers, and people who have 
helped us all in our time of need. 
Thank you from the bottom of my 
heart. We are truly grateful. 

f 

HURRICANE HERMINE 

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, this 
past week, the Tampa Bay Area was 
impacted by the flooding as a result of 
Hurricane Hermine. I personally vis-
ited the flooded areas in my district 
throughout the weekend, and I saw 
families and properties that were dev-
astated. Some of the worst-hit areas 
were along the Anclote River Basin. 

Unfortunately, despite infrastructure 
improvements throughout the county, 
this area has been repeatedly impacted 
by flooding. One potential solution is 
to dredge the Anclote River to help im-
prove flood water egress through the 
basin. This will help provide residents 
with long-term relief. 

I have reached out to the Army Corps 
of Engineers to ask that the agency 
help craft a permanent, workable solu-
tion. The safety of our community is at 
stake, and I will not rest until we get 
this done. 

f 

ZIKA IS A PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS 

(Mr. BERA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, we have got 
a public health crisis on our hands. We 
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have to get funding to address the Zika 
crisis. We now have over 16,000 identi-
fied cases. It is a terrible virus, and we 
have to get ahead of this. 

As a doctor and public health expert, 
I understand the importance of giving 
our physicians, our healthcare profes-
sionals, and our scientists all the tools 
that they need. The NIH is doing mag-
nificent work getting a vaccine up and 
running and into clinical trials, but we 
have to give them the resources; we 
have to get ahead of this. 

We also have to make sure all the pa-
tients have access to reproductive 
healthcare choices, like Planned Par-
enthood and other assets, so they can 
prevent the terrible effects of this virus 
on their fetuses and their babies. 

So it is incredibly important, let’s 
get that funding out there. Let’s stop 
playing politics with this, and let’s get 
the help to the places that need it. It is 
a public health emergency. Let’s do our 
job. 

f 

b 1230 

SHAME 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, too 
often victims of human sex trafficking 
are ashamed. But, Mr. Speaker, the 
traffickers and the buyers are the ones 
who should be ashamed and shamed. 

Buyers and sellers want to remain 
anonymous, but those days are over. It 
is time to use public punishment for 
their dastardly deeds. As a judge in 
Texas, I successfully used public pun-
ishment. 

The SHAME Act will give Federal 
judges the discretion to publish the 
names and photographs of convicted 
human sex traffickers and buyers as 
well as sending them off to prison. 
Buyers and sellers who force victims to 
repeatedly sell their bodies should be 
publicly shamed for all of us to see. 

Photos of slave traders and buyers 
that appear on billboards will also 
deter other would-be criminals. Such 
photographs should appear before large 
conventions or sporting events—events 
where trafficking, unfortunately, in-
creases. Let the public see the faces of 
slave traders and buyers of children— 
children that are sold on the market-
place of sex trafficking. 

Shame traffickers, and shame on 
them. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION 
REFORM 

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to call upon the House of Representa-
tives to address our broken immigra-
tion system, one that serves our na-

tional security poorly, one that inhib-
its the ability of law enforcement to 
keep our communities safe and replace 
it with comprehensive immigration re-
form so we know who is here, so that 
people who are here illegally will be re-
quired to register and get right with 
the law and pay a fine, that we provide 
a pathway to citizenship for people who 
are here and playing a productive role 
in our economy, and that we can make 
sure that parents aren’t taken away 
forcibly from their American citizen 
children. 

It has been scored by the Congres-
sional Budget Office that immigration 
reform would reduce our budget deficit 
by over $200 billion. There are people 
here today working, Mr. Speaker, and 
we don’t even know if they are paying 
taxes. We need to make sure that ev-
erybody who works in our country pays 
their just share of taxes, fulfills their 
responsibilities as legal residents or as 
citizens of our country, and the only 
way that we can do that is through 
congressional action. 

I am proud to support comprehensive 
immigration reform. I call upon Speak-
er RYAN and the Republican majority 
to put a bill forward that secures our 
border, reduces our deficit, and pro-
vides a way that people are required to 
get right with the law and have work-
place authentication. 

f 

DEMAND ACTION ON ZIKA 

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, with sum-
mer coming to an end and a new school 
year underway, the threat of Zika still 
lingers on, a threat we in the House 
took up months ago. 

The House passed legislation back in 
June ensuring the administration 
would continue to have resources in 
place to protect the public from the 
threat of Zika. This legislation came 
with tight restrictions to ensure the 
funds are spent appropriately. Despite 
this and after already agreeing to the 
proposed funding levels, Senate Demo-
crats have repeatedly blocked this 
much-needed funding. Tuesday night, 
HARRY REID and Senate Democrats, 
again, voted to block this legislation— 
leaving the public’s health in limbo. 

This is unacceptable. Before the dis-
trict work period, I joined my col-
leagues in the Georgia delegation, 
along with our Senators, ISAKSON and 
PERDUE, in a letter to the President de-
manding that we put aside politics and 
urge immediate passage of Zika fund-
ing. 

With newly reported Zika cases in 
our country daily, we should be focus-
ing on protecting Americans from this 
virus and not petty politics. 

I am so thankful that our 12th grand-
child, Robin Hampton Wills, born Mon-
day, January 12, did not have to face 
this threat. That is why I urge Senate 
Democrats to give up partisan politics 

and move this legislation forward so 
that families do not have to face the 
threat of this terrible virus. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF CAP-
TAIN ROBERT ‘‘DAVE’’ MELTON 

(Mr. YODER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the memory of Captain 
Robert ‘‘Dave’’ Melton, who was killed 
in the line of duty several weeks ago in 
Kansas City, Kansas, in my district. 

Each night we sleep soundly knowing 
that there are men and women patrol-
ling the streets and guarding our bor-
ders to keep us safe and defend our 
freedom. Like Captain Melton, they 
put themselves in harm’s way out of 
service to our community and to our 
country. 

When one of these brave Americans 
loses their life in the line of duty and 
on our behalf, it is a devastating blow 
to all who wear the uniform and the 
families who support them. My heart 
breaks at each and every loss of one of 
these heroes. 

Captain Melton is a true hero who 
served 17 years in law enforcement and 
did tours in the military in Iraq and 
Afghanistan throughout his distin-
guished career of service to our coun-
try. He did not deserve to have his life 
cut short at age 46. 

Mr. Speaker, may God bless Captain 
Melton, his family, and all those who 
serve our great Nation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DEMARCUS COUSINS 

(Mr. BYRNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Mobile native 
DeMarcus Cousins for winning an 
Olympic gold medal as a member of the 
U.S. Men’s Basketball Team. 

Throughout Olympic play, he aver-
aged 9.1 points and 5.8 rebounds. While 
his play on the court is to be com-
mended, I was more impressed by 
DeMarcus’ work back home in Ala-
bama. DeMarcus recently held a free 
basketball camp for young children at 
his alma mater, LeFlore Magnet High 
School. 

Following the basketball camp, 
DeMarcus organized an important con-
versation about relations between 
members of the African American com-
munity and law enforcement. 

Like many communities across the 
Nation, my hometown of Mobile has 
faced our share of challenges in this 
area; but thanks to local leaders and 
leaders like DeMarcus Cousins, Mobile 
can serve as a prime example of how to 
defuse racial tension and increase un-
derstanding between all members of 
our community. 

So on behalf of Alabama’s First Con-
gressional District, I want to, again, 
congratulate DeMarcus on his gold 
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