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babies. Babies with microcephaly often 
have smaller brains that might not 
have developed properly. 

People are really scared, Madam 
Speaker. We have to get this done in a 
bipartisan fashion. 

Not all babies who have been exposed to 
Zika while in utero, have been born with visi-
ble birth defects. 

However, we cannot say that they were 
born without any effect of Zika. 

It is possible that they may have delayed 
development. 

That’s why I plan on introducing tomorrow, 
the Pregnant Women and Infants Zika Reg-
istry. 

This bill will establish a CDC registry pro-
gram for pregnant women and will track in-
fants up to age five, so that researchers can 
get a better understanding of the impact of 
Zika. 

This registry will collect information on preg-
nancy and infant outcomes following labora-
tory evidence of Zika virus infection during 
pregnancy. 

The data collected will be used to update 
recommendations for clinical care, to plan for 
services for pregnant women and families af-
fected by the Zika virus, and to improve pre-
vention of Zika virus infection during preg-
nancy. 

I invite all my fellow Floridians and fellow 
members to cosponsor this bill. 

It’s a responsible tool to increase our knowl-
edge of Zika and help increase the quality and 
standard of care for patients. 

Mr. JOLLY. Madam Speaker, we are 
about out of time. We have one last 
speaker. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, 
hopefully I get an opportunity to speak 
and continue tomorrow. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JOLLY. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous materials on the topic 
of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JOLLY. Madam Speaker, I yield 

to the gentleman from Jupiter, Florida 
(Mr. MURPHY). 

Mr. MURPHY of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I thank my colleague and my 
friend (Mr. JOLLY) for organizing this 
Special Order, for his leadership on this 
issue, and convening this important 
conversation on the need for imme-
diate action to combat Zika. 

It is clear to us in Florida that Zika 
is not a partisan issue. It is about pro-
tecting our families and our children. 
Yet, 7 months after the World Health 
Organization declared an international 
public health emergency over Zika and 
the administration submitted its re-
quest for $1.9 billion in emergency 
funds to combat the virus, no bipar-
tisan agreement has been reached to 
pass a bill providing the resources 
needed for this fight. 

As the number of Zika cases con-
tinues to grow across the Nation, in-
cluding more than 50 local trans-

missions in Florida alone, this pro-
longed congressional inaction is unac-
ceptable. That is why over a dozen 
members of Florida’s congressional 
delegation are calling on congressional 
leaders to take immediate action on a 
clean Zika funding bill. 

I was proud to lead this bipartisan 
letter with Congressman JOLLY, and I 
want to thank those Representatives 
who have joined us. 

Our hope is that the rest of Congress 
will work together like our delegation 
and treat this matter with the serious-
ness that it deserves, taking action 
needed to protect the American people 
and public health. That starts with 
ending the political posturing and 
dropping divisive, unrelated policy rid-
ers and immediately passing a clean 
funding bill to provide the resources 
necessary to fight Zika. 

This is an emergency, not an oppor-
tunity to be exploited to score points 
against Planned Parenthood or to 
weaken the Affordable Care Act. Con-
gress’ delay has only made the problem 
worse and more expensive as babies 
tragically born with microcephaly will 
require a lifetime of care. 

The need for emergency funding 
could not be more urgent given the 
CDC Director’s recent statements that 
current Zika funding is nearly ex-
hausted, so we must find the bipartisan 
cooperation. We must pass a clean bill 
and get this done immediately. The 
people of Florida deserve it. 

This is even after the extraordinary move of 
reallocating over $80 million from research on 
Ebola, HIV, cancer, diabetes, and other chron-
ic conditions to prioritize Zika efforts. 

Beyond the funding, we also need to make 
sure the scientists and researchers working on 
developing a Zika vaccine have the necessary 
tools to do just that. 

For example, during a recent visit to Scripps 
Florida, a leading research facility in my Con-
gressional district, I heard from their Zika re-
search team about the need for location-spe-
cific blood samples for their ongoing work. 

Additionally, we must make sure that states 
and local partners have the resources needed 
to implement and maintain world-leading mos-
quito control programs to prevent the spread 
of mosquito-borne diseases. 

I am proud to have put forward the SMASH 
Act with my colleague, the gentleman from 
Florida, Mr. CLAWSON, who knows firsthand 
how important mosquito control districts are. 

The SMASH Act will support our local mos-
quito control districts to help fight the spread 
of Zika. 

Additionally, the bill provides grants to sup-
port the work of state and local health depart-
ments, our partners on the ground, for treating 
infectious diseases like Zika. 

To further bolster prevention, detection, and 
treatment efforts, Governor Scott should ex-
pand Medicaid in Florida. 

Up to one million Floridians could be newly 
covered if the governor would simply accept 
available federal dollars. 

These dollars would go directly to strength-
ening our public health and responding to 
Zika. 

This crisis requires collective action, with all 
levels of government working together on both 

immediate and long-term solutions to combat 
this virus. 

There are also a few simple steps Floridians 
can take to protect themselves. 

To prevent bites and the spread of mosqui-
toes, this includes wearing bug spray and 
draining standing water. 

Furthermore, it is important to remember 
that Zika can be sexually transmitted and the 
same safe sex practices that help prevent the 
spread of HIV will also prevent the spread of 
Zika. 

Zika and mosquitoes don’t care if you’re a 
Democrat or Republican. 

This is a serious health crisis that impacts 
all Americans. 

It is great to see growing bipartisan support 
in Congress to do the right thing, putting polit-
ical posturing aside to move forward a clean 
funding bill to combat this virus and keep fami-
lies safe. 

Again, I thank the gentleman from Florida, 
Mr. JOLLY, and the rest of our delegation for 
showing the leadership needed to get this 
done and enlist Congress in the fight against 
Zika. 

Mr. JOLLY. Madam Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF 
PHYLLIS SCHLAFLY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) for 30 
minutes. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker, 
it is my honor to be recognized to ad-
dress the floor of the United States 
House of Representatives. I intend to 
take up the topic of the commemora-
tion of the life of Phyllis Schlafly. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker, I 

would ask unanimous consent that all 
Members have 5 legislative days on 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous materials 
on the topic of this Special Order here 
this evening. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker, 

this sad news came to me this past 
weekend that the relatively long and 
extraordinarily productive and 
impactful life of Phyllis Schlafly had 
come to an end at the age of 92. 

I got to know Phyllis throughout the 
political activism of the country 
among conservative politics. It goes 
back for me quite a ways now, too, I 
might add. But I didn’t pay a lot of at-
tention to what was going on in the 
early ‘70s when Phyllis Schlafly’s eyes 
went on some of the transformative 
shifts that were taking place in Amer-
ica. 

Phyllis was a pro-life activist before 
Roe v. Wade. She saw it coming. She 
knew what it meant. She became one 
of the strongest pro-life voices in all of 
America and, I would say, the most 
persistent, the most consistent, and 
the most relentless voice for the long-
est period of time. 
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Phyllis was active on the public 

scene from at least as far back as 1952, 
all the way up until the last days of her 
life, which ended this past weekend. I 
would like to go through some of those 
milestones of Phyllis Schlafly’s life, 
and then perhaps have some comments 
about those milestones along her life. 

As I review some of that material, 
Madam Speaker, I look back on her im-
pact, particularly in Republican poli-
tics. She was a campaign manager for a 
successful Republican candidate for 
Congress in St. Louis in 1946. It was for 
Claude Bakewell. 

She served as an elected delegate to 
eight Republican National Conven-
tions. I don’t know that there has been 
a more consistent or persistent voice 
at our Republican National Conven-
tions over more than a half a century 
than we have heard from Phyllis 
Schlafly. 

She was an elected delegate to the 
Republican National Conventions in 
1956, 1964, 1968, 1984, 1992, 1996, 2004, and 
2012. You might wonder what she was 
doing in those missing convention 
years of 1960, 1980, 2000, and 2008. Well, 
she was an elected alternate in those 
conventions. And I would suspect that 
her choice was similar to that of what 
I had made a time or two in the past as 
well—that I wanted to make sure that 
there were young people that had an 
opportunity to be a delegate and that 
young people had an opportunity to 
come up and be active in politics. Phyl-
lis Schlafly had facilitated thousands 
of young people to come into active 
politics. 

Phyllis attended the Republican Na-
tional Convention in Cleveland this 
last July where it was the last time 
that I saw her as she came into the Re-
publican reception, the Members recep-
tion upstairs. I had an opportunity to 
speak a few words with her and see 
that radiant smile on her face. She was 
dressed in just a very, very colorful and 
gracious dress and seated in a wheel-
chair. The brightness in her eyes told 
me there was a lot of spirit left in 
Phyllis Schlafly. 

Phyllis has played an active role in 
every Republican National Convention 
since 1952. The earliest real impact— 
when people began to notice who Phyl-
lis Schlafly was—was when she pub-
lished on May 1, 1964, the book, ‘‘A 
Choice Not an Echo.’’ It was a small 
little book that gave us an under-
standing about how presidential can-
didates are selected. It was a descrip-
tion of some of the backroom deals 
that were made about the dynamics of 
the presidential process. She called it 
for 1964. She identified who the back-
room supporters would be, how they 
would try to stop Barry Goldwater 
from being nominated. 

The book, ‘‘A Choice Not an Echo,’’ 
holds up to this day. She wrote a sup-
plement to it as well to bring it up to 
speed, and published that book some-
time in the last year or two. 

‘‘A Choice Not an Echo’’ was an 
impactful book, and it was one that is 

one of the foundational documents that 
identifies the basis of modern-day con-
servatism. Phyllis Schlafly was one of 
a very few original conservatives here 
in America. She has been one of about 
three voices that were still active in 
the public scene that go back to the 
era in the early ‘60s. For Phyllis, it 
goes back as far back as 1946, when she 
managed a congressional campaign. 

Phyllis’ life has been deeply engaged 
in this kind of activity. She was elect-
ed first vice president for the National 
Federation of Republican Women, 1960 
to 1964. She was a candidate for Con-
gress in 1952 and 1970, in two different 
districts. 

Phyllis received numerous awards. 
She founded the Republican National 
Coalition for Life in 1990 with the spe-
cific mission of protecting the pro-life 
plank in the Republican platform, and 
no one has been more active and had 
more voice on the pro-life movement 
and more effective than Phyllis 
Schlafly throughout these years. Her 
voice on this public scene will sorely be 
missed. 

She was a volunteer and a founder of 
Eagle Forum. The people that worked 
with and for Eagle Forum out across 
through the States came as volunteers. 
She also established offices in all of Il-
linois and here in Washington, D.C., 
and kept a voice and a presence here. 

Phyllis Schlafly became a conscience 
for conservatives. As we are trying to 
clarify the meaning of the Constitu-
tion, understand our place in history, 
and stand up for those principles that 
matter, often the voice of Phyllis 
Schlafly was echoing in our ears here 
on the floor of the House of Represent-
atives. 

b 1845 

She would gather the young Eagles 
to come here at least once a year, usu-
ally twice a year to hear from them 
and give a number of us an opportunity 
to speak to the young people and take 
questions, but the bright lights that 
she identified, that she brought into 
activism have made, I think, a dra-
matic difference across America as 
that conscience of conservatism has 
multiplied across hundreds and then 
thousands of young Eagles that I had 
an opportunity to meet with and ex-
change ideas with and listen to. 

One of my stories about Phyllis 
Schlafly, I will start it first with this. 
When I arrived here in this Congress 14 
years ago, one of the first days that I 
was here to walk out on this floor to 
vote, I walked back through the back 
of these Chambers, and one of the 
Members from Missouri, Todd Akin, 
came over to me and introduced him-
self. He said: I want to talk to you 
about Court stripping. And I said to 
him: You mean Article III, section 2 of 
the Constitution? And he said: Yes. 
How do you know that? 

Well, the reason I had paid attention 
to that was because it was Phyllis 
Schlafly who had written about it. In 
my years that I had been working in 

my construction office, all I ever really 
wanted to do was raise my family and 
run my construction business. I didn’t 
really think about being involved and 
trying to be in the middle of public pol-
icy. I thought there were good, reliable 
people who would be here making those 
decisions. 

But I would send off for what, at that 
time, were little articles that I would 
call—you had to sign up for them, and 
you had to send off a check, and they 
would send you the mailing of her 
Forum document. Phyllis was all over 
the newspapers. I can’t count all the 
publications, but I know she has pub-
lished at least 27 books. 

I would read these articles that 
would show up in these publications. 
Maybe the headline caught me, but I 
would skip the author. I would read the 
story, I would read the article, and, 
boy, that is clarity of thought, utter 
clarity of thought. And then I would 
look up: Who wrote that? Phyllis 
Schlafly. Time after time after time. 
Before I really knew who Phyllis was, I 
was reading her material. She was im-
pacting my thinking, and I am won-
dering: Who wrote this document? 
Phyllis Schlafly. Hundreds and thou-
sands of documents, hundreds and 
thousands of analyses that she had 
done. 

And not only that, she was not dis-
ciplined to stick to a particular topic. 
I was looking through some of these 
topics that Phyllis had written books 
on. Of the 27 books, she picked a few 
topics: family and feminism, her book 
on family and feminism, ‘‘The Power of 
the Positive Woman’’ and ‘‘Feminist 
Fantasies,’’ those things that won’t 
come true. 

Phyllis Schlafly, her comment on the 
judiciary, the book called, ‘‘The Su-
premacists: The Tyranny of Judges and 
How to Stop It.’’ I have it here. I have 
a story about that I might tell if we 
have time a little later. 

On religion, her book, ‘‘No Higher 
Power: Obama’s War on Religious Free-
dom’’; her book on nuclear strategy, 
‘‘Strike From Space’’ and ‘‘Kissinger 
on the Couch.’’ Then her book on edu-
cation, ‘‘Child Abuse in the Class-
room’’; her book on child care, ‘‘Who 
Will Rock the Cradle?’’ and on phonics, 
‘‘First Reader’’ and ‘‘Turbo Reader.’’ 
That is an example of the kind of work 
that Phyllis did. 

She wasn’t narrow at all in her scope. 
She understood her faith, her Christi-
anity, her religion, her role as a moth-
er of six, a grandmother, a great-grand-
mother. She understood her role as a 
wife; she understood her role as a stu-
dent, as a law student with a law de-
gree; and she understood her role here 
in America. 

When the ERA came forward—and it 
was a mistake then, it would be a mis-
take now—Phyllis Schlafly, when they 
thought it was all done and the Equal 
Rights Amendment was going to be 
ratified—there were a few States left— 
Phyllis Schlafly started the battle to 
shut down the ERA; and it was almost 
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singlehanded for a long time, but she 
mobilized a nation and put an end to 
the Equal Rights Amendment, which 
would have ended up with drafting 
women into the military. 

There is much going on today that 
she didn’t agree with, but we have 
slowed down this train of liberalism. 
She has been a significant player in it. 

I see that we have some Members 
who have arrived at the floor that I be-
lieve would like to add some words to 
this. I yield to the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. DAVIDSON), if he is prepared 
to offer some words. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Thank you, Mr. 
KING. It is an honor to be able to talk 
about Phyllis Schlafly. Though I never 
personally met her, like many of the 
heroes of our country, all Americans 
benefit from the service that she ren-
dered to our country, and in particular 
to the Republican Party. She is the 
person, perhaps more than anyone, who 
made sure that the Republican Party is 
the party of life, that really is out 
there to this day on the side of science 
showing when life begins and showing 
what is happening at every stage of 
life. 

I am more optimistic than ever about 
what is happening to show this fact, 
but a voice there that just knew the 
truth and was unashamed in speaking 
for it, unashamed in helping our party 
coalesce around a core set of beliefs, 
and those core beliefs are the same 
ones that our Founders had. So when 
people look back and think that, you 
know, hey, the Founders were this era 
of giants, it is neat to have lived in an 
era when we have some of our own. 
Phyllis Schlafly was one of them. 

She certainly set the stage for Ron-
ald Reagan’s speech, ‘‘A Time for 
Choosing,’’ because of her activities in 
the 1964 campaign and because of ‘‘A 
Time for Choosing’’ and Reagan’s suc-
cess in that, success as Governor, and 
really shaping our modern party for 
the era that has been a conservative 
movement for a long time. That set the 
stage for Justice Scalia. 

So an eventful year, a sad year to see 
her pass and Justice Scalia pass in the 
same year, but also, you know, an era 
when we can look forward to future 
success and an era when we can see 
what the true meaning of womanhood 
is all about. She was a champion for 
women in a way she may never get 
credit for. 

So I am honored for her service to 
our country, for her defense of her 
faith and my faith, and for her con-
tributions to make this the kind of 
country that really inspires so many 
around the world to see it as the land 
of opportunity. So thank you. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Ohio for his 
presentation here. I not only appre-
ciate the kind words about the life of 
Phyllis Schlafly, but the voice of com-
mitment to conservative cause that 
emerges as we listen to the gentle-
man’s words from Ohio. 

I would like to now, if I could, yield 
to the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 

WEBER), who has arrived. I would note 
also that our great friend Michele 
Bachmann from Minnesota is here on 
the floor of the House of Representa-
tives tonight, and that adds a tremen-
dous amount of joy to me to what oth-
erwise is a sad occasion, but we have to 
be also celebrating the glorious life of 
Phyllis Schlafly. It helps commemo-
rate it here to know that one of the 
people who was closest to Phyllis has 
made the trip here to be on the floor as 
we discuss her life and celebrate her 
life. 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I thank my colleague, Mr. KING, and 
I, too, want to echo that, for Congress-
woman Michele Bachmann being here, 
what a treat. What an absolute treat. 
We miss her, by the way. We do miss 
her. I want to thank Michele for being 
here and all that she has done. 

Madam Speaker, we did not recently 
lose a true conservative. We didn’t re-
cently lose the ‘‘first lady of the con-
servative movement.’’ We didn’t just 
lose someone who was a threat to the 
liberal agenda and a threat to Com-
munists. No, no, no. Phyllis Schlafly 
was much more than that. You know, 
eagles are known, Madam Speaker, for 
their strength and their ability to soar 
high above the clouds. Eagles are 
known to be above the fray. Phyllis 
was our eagle. However, she was that 
eagle who, while in the fray, main-
tained that 30,000-foot view. And she 
was much more than that. She was a 
warrior. She was a leader. She em-
bodied American patriotism and lib-
erty. 

In 1975, Mrs. Schlafly founded the 
Eagle Forum, which has been a pillar 
in the pro-family conservative move-
ment for four decades and counting. 
There is no doubt, Madam Speaker, 
that the Eagle Forum will live on, and 
we will see her eagle soar higher and 
higher with time. 

Mrs. Schlafly was the heart and soul 
of the conservative movement in the 
early days. Many people thought she 
wouldn’t make a difference, but as we 
look back, Madam Speaker, history is 
telling us otherwise. You hear it over 
and over again that one person cannot 
make a difference. Well, I will tell you 
that Phyllis Schlafly was living proof 
that one person can make a difference. 
Phyllis soared the highest, cared the 
most, and fought the hardest—more 
than anyone else—for our conservative 
values. 

Madam Speaker, since the day I was 
sworn in not quite 4 years ago, I have 
been saying it is time to put America 
first. Through all of Mrs. Schlafly’s 
work, at the very core of her efforts, 
she wanted to ensure that our country 
was first and that Americans were our 
top priority and that the Federal Gov-
ernment and even State governments 
knew their place. I find great comfort, 
Madam Speaker, in knowing that in 
some small way, Lord willing, I might 
be allowed to take part in ensuring 
that the work of Phyllis Schlafly con-
tinues. 

She was a passionate woman who 
loved this country, loved her family, 
and was fiercely, fiercely driven to en-
sure that our liberties were protected 
and that the unborn—the unborn— 
would have a fighting chance to the 
guarantee of life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness. 

Madam Speaker, those who know 
Phyllis know she always put family 
first, politics second. I can’t help but 
believe that she knew that at the core 
of politics, it really was, really is, God 
first, family and country second, and 
political activism stemmed from that. 
Phyllis knew that. 

By the way, she cared so much for 
this country, she came out early on in 
support of Donald Trump, knowing it 
would raise eyebrows. But that was 
Phyllis. You never doubted where she 
stood. You never doubted her convic-
tions. Madam Speaker, she did all that 
for her family because she cared about 
future generations of Americans. 

Above all, I appreciate her commit-
ment to our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. We can take great heart in 
knowing that Phyllis joins her husband 
of 44 years, Fred, in the kingdom of 
Heaven with our Lord and Savior 
Jesus. Our hearts and prayers go out to 
her family. Mr. KING, you said 6 kids, 
16 grandchildren—16 grandchildren. 

Phyllis was an amazing person who 
lived an amazing life and did so much 
good for our country. For that, I will 
be forever grateful to her and the work 
she did for the conservative movement. 

I want to thank you, my colleague, 
Mr. KING, for allowing me this oppor-
tunity to memorialize one of the great-
est Americans. Madam Speaker, you 
know I am right. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Texas for 
coming down to help memorialize the 
life of Phyllis Schlafly. 

Madam Speaker, the things that 
come to mind as I listened to Mr. 
WEBER talk about Phyllis Schlafly and 
I look across at Michele Bachmann, I 
think about a time that Phyllis took 
us back into a room in St. Louis to sit 
and talk to both of us about the future 
and the destiny of the country. It was 
three of us sitting there having a little 
snack and chatting away on the Con-
stitution and the value of life and mar-
riage and the current and the destiny 
of America. Phyllis always saw it, as I 
think somebody mentioned, from 30,000 
feet. 

The time I spend here in this Con-
gress, the time I have the privilege of 
dealing with people at some of the 
highest levels in the country, the 
longer I am at this, the fewer people I 
am able to identify who can see with 
clarity the big picture and understand 
the currents of the course of history 
and the cultural movements that oper-
ate within this course of history that 
are actually driving it. Phyllis always 
saw it. She always saw it with a clar-
ity, and that is what drove her to put 
27 books out, and one of them was in 
support of Donald Trump. 
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She had time in the last years of her 

life, ‘‘The Conservative Case for 
Trump’’ that is published. I think of 
the work that she got done. If some-
body said to me: ‘‘Well, Donald Trump 
is going to be the nominee’’—and we 
maybe know this about the time of the 
Indiana primary—‘‘why don’t you just 
go out and write a book and publish 
that?’’—to pull that off and get that 
done, to do that when you are 92. 

I recall the time when Phyllis broke 
her hip and she was in a hospital in St. 
Louis. 

b 1900 

So, I thought, I need to talk to Phyl-
lis. I just want to wish her well. I call 
her up and, yes, she is in a hospital bed 
all right, but already, first thing when 
she comes out from the anesthetic, she 
asked for her laptop. She is at the hos-
pital bed with a laptop, no doubt writ-
ing, producing documents, printing 
things, moving public policy in Amer-
ica from the hospital bed. 

On another occasion, I had the privi-
lege to be named to present an award 
to Phyllis here in Washington, D.C. It 
was at an event at a hotel here in town. 
So, I am thinking: How do I make this 
work? Actually, my schedule wouldn’t 
work for that. I thought: I can’t let 
Phyllis down. 

Then, I learned that Phyllis had hurt 
her back and she had gone in for back 
surgery. I said: I think I know how to 
do this. I will tape a video for the peo-
ple that are there to commemorate 
Phyllis, and then I will go visit her in 
St. Louis on my way back to Iowa. 

I flew to St. Louis and went to the 
nursing home where she was recovering 
from this back surgery. Her lap was 
covered with books and works and 
things we know. She sat there and told 
me how, yes, they had to put some ce-
ment in her back. I said: Just like it 
comes out of the truck? Well, pretty 
much, she said: They just go in there 
and fill in the gaps that I have, and 
now I have to take a little therapy and 
I will be fine. 

Well, she was fine, mentally. This 
woman had an aura about her. There 
was a radiance about her. I can only 
name three people that I have laid eyes 
on in my lifetime that when they were 
in the room you knew it; and you knew 
there was something emanating from 
the character, the spirit, the soul, and 
the intellect of Phyllis Schlafly. It is 
extraordinary. It is an extraordinary 
life. 

I know that one of her close friends 
was LOUIE GOHMERT, who is here to-
night on the floor. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) to 
say a few words about Phyllis. 

Mr. GOHMERT. What a woman. What 
a person. 

Phyllis Schlafly led efforts to return 
America to being the shining light on a 
hill that it had been, but the light was 
dimming. She would see that. She 
could see the harm that was happening 
to our most vulnerable, and she led an 
effort more years than anybody that I 

have ever known personally to return 
America to being a citadel for freedom 
and for morality from which freedom 
can only grow. She saw us losing our 
way, yet she remained relentless. 

Those who despised her know better 
than most anyone else this is someone 
who would never, ever give up. She was 
a leader, a warrior, a mentor, and a 
friend. Like very dear friends, like 
family, you have disagreements some-
times, but you know her heart. You 
knew she wanted what was best for 
you, for this country, for the world. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. I would interject; 
when I disagreed with Phyllis, I started 
with the assumption that I was prob-
ably wrong. 

Mr. GOHMERT. That is a great as-
sumption when it comes to Phyllis. 

Well, she has fought the good fight, 
she has finished her course, and she has 
kept the faith. I will be there Saturday 
morning with her family, but the best 
memorial we can give to Phyllis 
Schlafly is to make sure the light of 
freedom and morality does not die in 
America. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. I thank the gen-
tleman from Texas for a very moving 
presentation here. I know that it 
means something very deeply in his 
heart, as it does in ours here on this 
floor and across this country by the 
thousands. 

A couple of things that I want to just 
quickly inject into this discussion. 

She would want me to say on article 
3, section 2, Court stripping, we don’t 
need to genuflect to the supremacists. 
The Court has gotten out of control. 
The Constitution is set up to where 
they are to be the weakest of the three 
branches of government, not a superior 
supremacist branch of government. 

Phyllis handed me the manuscript to 
this book, as I had a lot of long plane 
flights to do. The manuscript was just 
printed off a copy machine and kind of 
clipped together. I worked through all 
of that. I wrote my edits on it, my 
notes in the margins, red ink. I worked 
through it for hours—in fact, it was 
days. It got lost on the plane on the 
way back from Africa. 

I went to her and said: Phyllis, I need 
a little more time to work on the edits 
of your book because the manuscript 
has been lost in the luggage. She 
looked at me and she said: Well, Con-
gressman, I didn’t intend for you to 
edit my book. I just intended for you to 
have an early copy. I knew exactly 
what I wanted to say. 

The book stands out. She knew ex-
actly what she wanted to say. That is 
a lot about her intellect and her per-
sonality. 

With utter clarity, the clearest polit-
ical thinker of our time, based in Bib-
lical values, values of Christians, con-
stitutional values, a clear under-
standing of people and humanity and 
faith and family, she wrote on so many 
topics with utter clarity on topic, after 
topic, after topic. 

She lived a life of 92 years and was a 
player in the public arena since imme-

diately post-World War II, and she is a 
player in our lives to this day. She is in 
our hearts, she is in our souls, she is in 
our conscience, and she affects our 
thinking and our actions—and she will 
for a long, long time to come. 

This is a woman who has redirected 
the destiny of America. I can’t think of 
any woman who had more impact on 
the course of the history in the United 
States of America nor weighs more 
heavily on our sense of duty of what we 
need going forward to continue to 
honor the glorious life of Phyllis 
Schlafly. 

Rest in peace, Phyllis. God love you. 
We do. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia (at the request 
of Ms. PELOSI) for today. 

Mr. LYNCH (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today after 3 p.m. and the 
balance of the week on account of offi-
cial business. 

Mr. SWALWELL of California (at the 
request of Ms. PELOSI) for today after 
3:30 p.m. and the balance of the week 
on account of brother’s wedding. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 6 minutes p.m.), 
the House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Friday, September 9, 2016, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

6692. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Viruses, Serums, Toxins, and Analo-
gous Products; Packaging and Labeling 
[Docket No.: APHIS-2008-0008] (RIN: 0579- 
AD19) received August 30, 2016, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

6693. A letter from the Acting Director, 
PDRA Rural Utilities Service, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s interim rule — Rural Broadband Ac-
cess Loans and Loan Guarantees (RIN: 0572- 
AC34) received September 1, 2016, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

6694. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting an Update 
to the Report on Efficient Utilization of De-
partment of Defense Real Property, pursuant 
to Public Law 113-66, Sec. 2814(a); (127 Stat. 
1014); to the Committee on Armed Services. 

6695. A letter from the Alternate OSD Fed-
eral Register Liaison Officer, Office of the 
Secretary, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Interpre-
tive Rule Under the Military Lending Act 
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