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and make sure babies born opioid-de-
pendent receive quality care.

While this is a step in the right direc-
tion, I continue to be impressed by the
efforts of community members in my
district to help turn the tide against
this epidemic.

Townhall meetings have been held
across Pennsylvania’s Fifth Congres-
sional District in places such as Brad-
ford, McKean County; and Ridgway,
Elk County. Another meeting is
planned for this evening in Centre
County. These meetings, along with
hearings held across the State by the
Pennsylvania House Majority Policy
Committee, are great steps in the bat-
tle against drugs and saving lives.

PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, later today on this House
floor, we will be considering what I
would very accurately describe as an
opportunity bill.

We hear the media talk about how in
the middle of this campaign election
season that Congress really is not pro-
ductive. I would argue to the contrary,
and I point to this bill. It is a bill I am
very proud of.

Mr. Speaker, we all know individuals
in our communities, perhaps in our
own families, who are in need of oppor-
tunity. We probably know young peo-
ple who, as they go off this time of
year to school, are not inspired. Maybe
their heads are on their desk. They
don’t learn in the typical fashion that
traditional education teaches of lec-
ture and classrooms, but if you put
them in an environment where they
can use their hands and do applied aca-
demics—career and technical education
training—they are inspired, they look
forward to getting out of bed in the
morning, and they excel.

We probably all know people—per-
haps we are related to folks—who find
themselves this morning stuck in un-
employment. As we gathered around
the breakfast table, they were gathered
around the breakfast table just trying
to figure out how to make ends meet
since they have lost their job for what-
ever reasons, probably no fault of their
own, and they need a strategy to be
able to get back on their feet. They
need a strategy to be able to provide
for their families. A greater oppor-
tunity is what they are seeking.

We probably know folks as well—cer-
tainly people who we serve and people
in our communities—who have been
stuck in the web of poverty for genera-
tions, intergenerational poverty, with
no exit ramp and with no exit strategy.

This opportunity bill today is one
that I encourage all of my colleagues
to support. The culture today has so
much emphasis on the theory that peo-
ple need a 4-year degree to be success-
ful in this country. However, we have a
huge gap of technical and vocational
jobs that are good-paying jobs and fam-
ily-sustaining jobs that aren’t being
filled. Job creators cannot find individ-
uals who are qualified and trained to be
able to fill those positions. I call that
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the skills gap. Today we can take a tre-
mendous step in closing the skills gap.

I have introduced a bill that will be
considered on the floor today, the
Strengthening Career and Technical
Education for the 21st Century Act,
which, incidentally, is scheduled later
today for a vote. This legislation reau-
thorizes and modernizes—more impor-
tantly, modernizes—the Carl D. Per-
kins Career and Technical Education
Act to help more Americans enter the
workforce with the skills necessary to
compete and succeed in high-wage,
high-demand careers.

Mr. Speaker, this is a good bill. It
starts career awareness earlier recog-
nizing that kids have access to tech-
nology and will begin to provide career
and technical education awareness in
the lower middle schools. It brings
business and industry to the table so
when we invest and do offer career and
technical education training, it leads
to a job at the end of the day, whether
it is a result of a certificate earned, a
credential that is provided, or training
that is completed, and it serves indi-
viduals of all ages.

So I just ask and encourage my col-
leagues to join me in supporting the
Strengthening Career and Technical
Education for the 21st Century Act on
this House floor later today.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 a.m.), the House
stood in recess.

O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Reverend Wayne Lomax, The Foun-
tain of New Life, Miami Gardens, Flor-
ida, offered the following prayer:

God, we thank You for the men and
women who serve as Members of the
United States Congress.

Though we have many needs in our
Nation—better schools, better jobs,
safer streets, fairer laws, better health
care, and peaceful relationships with
our neighbors at home and our neigh-
bors abroad—today, we pause to pray
for each other.

It is easy to forget that back home
our Congressmen and -women have
daughters who dance, sons who sing,
mothers with mild strokes, fathers who
slip and fall, siblings who struggle with
addiction, and neighbors in homeless
shelters, while our spouses and signifi-
cant others hold down the fort.

We acknowledge that alongside our
hopes and dreams are our personal
struggles and fears—even our short-
comings and our sins.
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So, as Jesus taught us, forgive us our
debts and give us our daily bread.

Bless us with good sense and humble
hearts as we serve to Your honor and
glory.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Rhode Island (Mr. LANGEVIN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. LANGEVIN led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

WELCOMING REVEREND WAYNE
LOMAX

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
WILSON) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
today, I rise to welcome the very gra-
cious and accomplished Pastor Wayne
Lomax to the House floor as our guest
chaplain.

Pastor Lomax is the founder and sen-
ior pastor of the mega church, The
Fountain of New Life, located in Miami
Gardens, Florida. He is also a proud
member of the 5000 Role Models of Ex-
cellence Project, a mentoring program
for boys of color.

Nearly 20 years ago, in his living
room, with just 8 people, Pastor Lomax
founded The Fountain of Pembroke
Pines, now The Fountain of New Life.
Today, it is one of the largest churches
in Florida and is an indispensable com-
munity partner.

The church’s humble beginnings and
continuous growth are testaments to
Pastor Lomax’s unwavering leadership
and strong faith. He is truly a man of
all seasons—a true man of God who
tackles issues, including hunger, pov-
erty, and crime, in the Miami-Dade
County community.

Pastor Lomax also served as pastor
of the York Street Baptist Church in
Louisville, Kentucky, and as assistant
pastor of the Mount Olive Baptist
Church in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. He
graduated from The University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill and The
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary.

He is the proud husband of his beau-
tiful wife, Teresa. They have three
beautiful children: Christopher,
Marcus, and LeReine.

Mr. Speaker, I ask everyone to join
me in thanking Pastor Lomax for lead-
ing today’s opening prayer and to
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