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by claiming that money would run out
in August, only to discover that they
had more money that could be redi-
rected from other accounts. Now,
thanks to the lack of action by Con-
gress and by the administration, we
have nearly 19,000 Americans who have
been infected, including 800 in Florida
and 16,000 on the island of Puerto Rico.
We have 86 pregnant women in the
State of Florida who have tested posi-
tive for the virus, which we know car-
ries the risk for heartbreaking birth
defects. As I said, the Florida Depart-
ment of Health announced that it
wasn’t 6; it was 8 new non-travel-re-
lated cases, bringing that total to 64.
That means there are 8 new cases of
people who got Zika somewhere in
America, probably in Florida.

Zika has also had a devastating eco-
nomic impact on Florida. The Miami
Herald reported that Miami hotel
bookings are down, airfare to South
Florida is falling, and business owners
in affected areas are reporting steep
losses. Polls show many visitors would
rather stay away. As tourism takes a
hit, so will the entire economy in the
State of Florida, since tourism is one
of our cornerstone industries. That is
why we see all of us from Florida work-
ing together across the aisle to get this
done. For example, I have worked with
my colleague BILL NELSON, the senior
Senator from Florida, from the very
beginning. I will be meeting with our
Governor Rick Scott later today about
the same issue.

The bottom line is that at the na-
tional level, like at the State level in
Florida, there is no excuse for this
issue to be tied up in politics any
longer. My colleagues, Zika is not a
game, and we need to pass this funding
as soon as possible so that our health
officials and experts have the resources
they need to conduct the vital medical
research that will lead us to a vaccine
and ultimately help eradicate Zika in
Florida, across the United States, on
the island of Puerto Rico, and beyond.

So yesterday’s announcement is en-
couraging. We are closer than we have
ever been to getting something done,
and now I hope will be the time for ac-
tion. Hopefully, we will have some-
thing soon that is public and that we
can get passed right away. I sincerely
hope that Senate Democrats won’t
once again make up or find some ex-
cuse to oppose it, and I hope that Mem-
bers from our party will work coopera-
tively as well. I hope, ultimately, that
the House will also do the right thing
so that we can get this done and we can
move forward on the research nec-
essary for the vaccine, on the money
needed to eradicate these mosquitoes,
and, ultimately, on the treatments
that people will desperately need to
deal with Zika once and for all.

———

RECESS
Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
stand in recess under the previous
order.
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There being no objection, the Senate,
at 12:26 p.m., recessed until 2:15 p.m.
and reassembled when called to order

by the Presiding Officer (Mr.
PORTMAN).

————
WATER RESOURCES DEVELOP-

MENT ACT OF 2016—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate is not in a quorum call, so the Sen-
ator may proceed.

Mr. INHOFE. I thank the Chair.

Mr. President, right now the reason
there is this long wait is we are trying
to get everything in place to pass a
major piece of legislation, one that is
quite significant. It is comparable to
our Transportation bill, comparable to
our TSCA bill on chemicals, and it is
one that came out of our committee,
the Environment and Public Works
Committee. It is one I am very proud
we were able to get done.

Yesterday I talked about the WRDA
bill and why it is so important to pass
now, the WRDA bill being the water in-
frastructure bill. It gives recent real-
world examples of the problems our Na-
tion is facing and how this legislation
can address them.

Today I remind everyone of the proc-
ess that got us here today. I think it is
important because people are saying
we don’t go through the daylight very
often, where everybody has a chance to
participate—everybody. We are in that
process right now.

Back in December of last year, Sen-
ator BOXER and I sent our ‘‘Dear Col-
league’” out to Members letting them
know we were going to do a WRDA

bill—Water Resources Development
Act—in 2016. This was back in 2015, in
December.

Well, before the introduction of our
bill and our markup in the EPW Com-
mittee, we sent out another email ask-
ing Members about their priorities, and
we got them. We marked up WRDA on
April 28, 2016. That means we actually
worked on it for 4 months prior to that
time, taking up the priorities that peo-
ple were sharing with us.

We then let all offices know once
again that we were preparing to go to
the floor with the goal of passing
WRDA in the Senate before the August
recess. Well, that didn’t happen, but
my staff continued to work over the
August recess with offices on their pri-
orities, and we brought a substitute
amendment that was the result of that
work to the full Senate on September
8. That was on a Thursday, and we an-
nounced that we were going to close
the amendments and that everyone
should get amendments to us that
could be included in the managers’
amendment by noon the next day—the
next day being Friday—and they did
that. That amendment included over 40
provisions that were added after the

September 13, 2016

committee mark. That is a lot of day-
light.

Finally, last week I came to the floor
to let everyone know that Senator
BOXER and I needed to see all the
amendments by noon of last Friday if
they wanted them to be considered in
the managers’ amendment. To date, we
have included hundreds of the WRDA
priorities from Senate offices, which
are included in the substitute, and we
were able to clear over 40 additional
provisions this weekend. That is just
from those that came in prior to noon
on Friday. So we had 40 additional pro-
visions just as a result of that.

We hope to adopt that by voice vote
today. I say hopefully, but I think peo-
ple are pretty much in agreement that
can happen now. Everyone has had a
chance. By the way, when we adopt
that, we can entertain other amend-
ments, and we will work with Members
on those amendments.

This has been a very open and colle-
gial process, and all Members have had
their concerns and priorities heard. We
have done our best to address Member
priorities. And after we are on the bill,
we will continue to do our best to clear
germane amendments—only germane
amendments.

What we have in front us is a bipar-
tisan bill that will help us modernize
our water transportation infracture
and keep up with flood protection and
environmental restoration needs
around the country. The problems the
WRDA bill addresses are not State or
regional problems, they are problems
that face the Nation as a whole.

It is clear that people are frustrated
with the current political climate.
Passing WRDA is a chance for us to
start to regain the trust of the Amer-
ican people and prove to them we can
do our job and get things done.

I often refer to the EPW Committee
that I chair as the committee that gets
things done. And we do. So far we have
been very successful. We passed the
highway bill. Many people were saying:
You will never pass a highway bill, a
5-year bill of that magnitude. Yet we
did. That hadn’t been done since 1998,
so it ended 17 years of stagnation. Then
we passed the TSCA bill. Everyone
said: You are not going to get that. Re-
member, that was the Frank Lauten-
berg bill that he had worked on for
quite a number of years. We said: Well,
we are going to get it done. We got it
done.

Senator BOXER and I do not always
see eye to eye. She is one of the most
liberal Members of the Senate and I am
one of the most conservative Members
of the Senate. But we have shown over
a period of time, time and time again,
that when we work together on an
issue, we can accomplish our goal. Now
we have the WRDA bill before us—
something we have both worked very
hard on and a bill we are very proud of.

So I am here today to say not passing
the WRDA bill is not an option. There
is just too much at stake.
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