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won the first Harvest Moon Ball dance contest 
for the Lindy Hop in Madison Square Garden. 
Four years later, in 1939, they would go on to 
become husband and wife. Shortly after get-
ting married, they moved to Queens, NY and 
became the parents of two children: Patricia 
Ann Kay and John Andrew Kay. 

In 1982, Rita moved to Huntington, NY after 
living in Paumanack Village in Greenlawn, NY 
for 30 years. While at Paumanack Village, Rita 
taught line dancing from 1986, at the age of 
70, until 2010, at the age of 94. Rita’s classes 
drew many village and non-village residents 
alike who faithfully attended her Tuesday 
afternoon line dancing classes for over 20 
years. Only a person with Rita’s charisma and 
passion for life could manage to keep up this 
type of schedule and activity at such an ad-
vanced age. 

Rita, along with her family, which includes 
her five grandchildren and seven great-grand-
children, recently celebrated her 100th birth-
day. I would like to thank Rita for her years of 
dedication and service to her family and com-
munity. What she has managed to accomplish 
during her lifetime cannot be summarized in a 
few words; however it is important we honor 
these types of individuals as best we can. 
People like Rita are a rare breed and they 
help make not only our country, but our world 
a better place. 
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Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Eddie DeBartolo Jr., who was in-
ducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame on 
September 6, 2016. DeBartolo was known for 
building a winning organization with the 49ers 
and was credited by Hall of Fame quarterback 
Steve Young for working to create the strong-
est relationships between players and owners 
throughout the NFL. In addition to his teams 
averaging 13 wins from 1981 through 98 his 
teams would win 13 division championships, 
five Lombardi Trophies, and win league cham-
pionships in the 1981, ’84, ’88, ’89, and ’94 
seasons. 

Eddie is not only known for building great 
football programs, but he is also known for his 
love and compassion for players, family, and 
his community. When his moment came to 
speak during his induction ceromony 
DeBartolo had no intentions to bask in the ac-
complishments that granted him access into 
the hall of fame, but instead he spent 27 min-
utes focusing on the players, staff, family, 
friends, and others who gave him the strength 
and courage to reach the pinnacle of the pro 
football world. He understood that success 
was not only just on the owners and players, 
but everyone on the staff from the equipment 
managers and groundskeepers who worked 
hard every day all the way to the owner’s box. 

Eddie is a man who sees deeper than the 
game of football itself, saying ‘‘We weren’t just 
a family on Sundays, we were a family every 
single day.’’ So again, I would like to congratu-
late Eddie on this well-deserved recognition. 
He makes Ohio proud. 
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Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I wish to pay tribute to Arnie F. Bryant— 
a loving family man and community leader 
whom I and others called friend. This year 
marks the eighth anniversary of Arnie’s home- 
going on April 8, 2008. His family will honor 
him this month with a trip to Washington, DC. 
Arnie was a fierce supporter of President 
Barack Obama and encouraged political dis-
cussions via his radio program, View Points 
from the Other Side. Unfortunately, Arnie was 
called home before he could witness the his-
toric election and inauguration of our 44th 
President. Today, I join with his family to cele-
brate Arnie and the tremendous contributions 
he made to his communities in his short 49 
years of life. 

Arnie was one of the most dedicated, com-
mitted, and caring individuals that I have ever 
known. Arnie was a respected leader who 
worked tirelessly to make society a better 
place. After attending Farragut and Proviso 
East high schools, Arnie served his country by 
joining the Army. Arnie remained active for 20 
years. 

Arnie’s tribute by the Proviso Insider ref-
erenced him as ‘‘Proviso Township’s most 
popular social and political activist.’’ From a 
young age, Arnie engaged in community af-
fairs, working to strengthen his community 
through his compassion, intelligence, commit-
ment, and kindness. He served as the Presi-
dent of the Proviso National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People for many 
years. His passion for learning evidenced itself 
in his role as President of the Bellwood Library 
Board. His position as a Proviso Township 
Trustee reflected his willingness to do the hard 
work of governing, just another example of his 
willingness to invest his time to help others. 

Those who knew Arnie can testify to his ab-
solute and profound commitment to his family. 
His love for his wife, Gladis, and his children, 
Brittany and Frank, buoyed him and those 
around him. Arnie was a spiritual man. He ac-
cepted Christ as a member of the Proviso Mis-
sionary Baptist Church. As an adult, he was 
an active member of New Horizon Missionary 
Baptist Church. 

Arnie Bryant was a great individual who de-
serves our commemoration, respect and grati-
tude. I join with the community in expressing 
our sadness for his loss and celebrating his 
life and legacy. 
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Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the First United Methodist Church in 
Cañon City. This week Cañon City will cele-
brate the 150th anniversary of the First United 
Methodist Church, an anchor to the Cañon 
City community since its founding in 1866. 

First United Methodist was the first church 
dedicated south of Denver in Colorado. The 

church’s mission throughout its history has 
been ‘‘to be a reflection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ through prayer, praise, and the procla-
mation of God’s Word.’’ 

This intergenerational church has for 150 
years endeavored to meet ‘‘the needs of every 
man, woman, and child, so they are free to 
experience the life-changing reality of Jesus 
Christ with no strings attached.’’ 

The beautiful church building stands today 
at the corner of 8th and Main Streets with 37 
stained glass windows honoring leaders and 
former pastors who have served the commu-
nity of Cañon City. First United Methodist has 
also served as a gathering place for countless 
activities—including a special presentation by 
Hellen Keller in 1914. I admire the church’s 
commitment to mission work both locally, na-
tionally, and worldwide since their founding. 
They offered food and clothing to settlers in 
Cañon City, spearheaded the Crusade for 
Christ initiative following World War II—minis-
tering and providing assistance to war torn 
countries, and to this day they continue to 
serve by offering a free community meal on 
the third Saturday of each month with fellow-
ship in Christ’s name. 

While many things have changed in the last 
century and a half, the First United Methodist 
Church has remained faithful to its calling to 
serve God and the citizens of Cañon City. 

It is my great pleasure to recognize the First 
United Methodist Church in Cañon City on 
their sesquicentennial celebration today before 
the United States House of Representatives. 
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Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, growing up in 
Farmville, North Carolina, I learned as a 
young person of the Tyson-May family and its 
history. The family has met annually since its 
formation on November 25, 1932 and has 
maintained its unity through the many years. I 
have often and proudly been a guest at their 
reunions. 

The many contributions made by the two 
families to our country is immeasurable. Mem-
bers have done much for our state and nation 
by providing dedicated leaders in every pro-
fession. Members have always been known 
for their integrity and high standards of con-
duct. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to submit a letter 
from a Tyson-May family member, John B. 
Lewis, Jr., who is a former North Carolina 
Court of Appeals judge. He is inviting the 
United Kingdom’s Prime Minister Theresa May 
and Mr. Philip May to become honorary mem-
bers of his family. There is much excitement 
in the family that, by marriage, the new Prime 
Minister of the United Kingdom is named May. 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2016. 
Hon. THERESA B. MAY and MR. PHILIP MAY, 
London, England. 

MY DEAR PRIME MINISTER AND MR. MAY: As 
a member of the Tyson-May Families Re-
union of Pitt County, North Carolina, I will, 
with your permission, move that you become 
Honorary Members of our family. The family 
is composed of the descendants of the chil-
dren of Benjamin May and Mary Tyson who 
wed in 1750. 
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