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Since the murder of 20 schoolchildren 

and 6 educators in one of my commu-
nities in Newtown, Connecticut, 3 
years and 9 months ago, we have not 
had one single debate and not one vote. 
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GUN VIOLENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. CAPUANO) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentlewoman from Connecticut 
(Ms. DELAURO). 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, we are 
here again today because the American 
people are demanding action; they are 
begging us to stop the killing. And I 
urge my Republican colleagues: Listen 
to your constituents. Do your job. Pur-
sue commonsense gun violence legisla-
tion. 

We need to vote on legislation that 
makes a real impact on the epidemic of 
gun violence in this country, and we 
need to vote now. The American people 
want us to do our job. They want bipar-
tisan legislation, and we have a moral 
obligation to take action. 

For each of us, it is personal. In 
every community, the effects of gun vi-
olence have left scars that will never 
heal. In my home State of Connecticut, 
we know how devastating this can be. 
After the tragedy at Sandy Hook Ele-
mentary, we lost 6 incredible caring 
adults, 20 beautiful children. We said, 
‘‘Never again.’’ 

Since Sandy Hook, 39,000 or more 
people have been killed by a gun. There 
have been over 1,200 mass shootings in 
movie theaters, churches, nightclubs, 
and safe havens. We have held 31 mo-
ments of silence on the floor of the 
House in honor of these brothers, sis-
ters, children, and babies; yet we have 
held zero votes on bipartisan gun vio-
lence prevention legislation. 

Let’s move to a real no fly, no buy 
bill, one that actually prevents poten-
tial terrorists from getting dangerous 
weapons. We need to address the issue 
of universal background checks. The 
gun lobby would have you believe that 
background checks are a wedge issue. 
It is a lie. Ninety two percent of gun 
owners support background checks and 
72 percent of NRA members support 
background checks. 

The victims’ families do not get a 
break from their grief, so we will not 
take a break until we get a bill, a real 
bill with concrete, enforceable meas-
ures that will stop the killing. The 
American people deserve real, concrete 
gun legislation. 

How many more people must suffer 
and die before we open our eyes? 
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GUN VIOLENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. SPEIER) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, you prob-
ably haven’t heard of Tamia Sanders. 

This young woman here was 14 years 
old. She was killed while sitting on her 
porch next to her mother on August 12 
in Jacksonville. You probably didn’t 
hear that Tamia was an honor student 
or that she had a beautiful smile. 
There were no moments of silence for 
Tamia on the House floor because she 
was just another little Black girl killed 
by street violence. 

You probably haven’t heard about 
Willow. She was 2 years old. She and 
her mother, her 8-year-old sister Liana, 
and 6-year-old brother Mark, Jr., were 
killed. Willow was just 2 years old 
when her father killed her along with 
the rest of the family on August 6 in 
Sinking Spring, Pennsylvania. And you 
probably haven’t heard that Willow 
had survived a heart transplant when 
she was 6 days old and that her mother 
fought hard to make sure Willow had 
enough medication. 

Willow didn’t get a moment of si-
lence on the House floor either because 
she was just another child killed by 
someone who was supposed to love her. 

You definitely didn’t hear about the 
two people found dead in the house in 
Mead Valley, California, on August 5. 
No one published their names or their 
ages or whether anyone noticed they 
were dead. 

The same can be said for an unidenti-
fied woman killed on the street in Los 
Angeles on August 8, two unidentified 
men killed in a parking lot on August 
13 in Milwaukee, and two unidentified 
women killed on the street on August 
28 in St. Louis. They certainly didn’t 
get a moment of silence on the House 
floor because they were just more 
anonymous victims of gun violence. 

There have been 322 mass shootings 
this year, more shootings than there 
have been days in the year so far; 416 
people gunned down; 1,161 people who 
have been injured. Yet we only tell 
their stories if the killing is particu-
larly large, like the Pulse nightclub, or 
particularly terrifying and political, 
like the San Bernardino terrorist at-
tacks. 

Daily mass shootings have somehow 
become commonplace, their victims 
nameless and mourned only by those 
who knew them. But I say that this is 
a national tragedy, and we should all 
mourn. 

We should grieve for Antonio Hinkle, 
who was 32 when he was killed at a 
cookout on August 27 in Brighton, Ala-
bama. He died pushing children out of 
the way of gunfire, and he left behind 
three children of his own. 

We should grieve for Isaiah Solomon, 
15, and Tafari West, 22, who were killed 
when someone opened fire on a vigil for 
another dead teenager on August 27 in 
Miami, Florida. 

We should grieve for Shannon Ran-
dall, 35; her boyfriend, Joseph Turner, 
27; her brother, Robert Brown, 26; and 
their relatives Justin Reed, 23, and 
Chelsea Reed, 22, who were killed in 
their sleep by a friend’s boyfriend on 
August 20 in Citronelle, Alabama. They 
were sheltering their friend who had 

fled an abusive relationship. Chelsea 
was 5 months pregnant when she and 
the others were gunned down. 

These are the people who don’t make 
the national news: the girl walking to 
her neighborhood convenience store, 
the boy playing on the front lawn, the 
woman trying to leave an abusive rela-
tionship, the grandfather sitting on his 
porch. They were robbed of life because 
this Congress refuses to act. 

Colleagues, we must honor them by 
speaking out. Now is the time for a 
vote. Let’s lift the ban on research on 
gun violence. Let’s expand background 
checks to all gun purchases. Let’s close 
loopholes that let known and suspected 
terrorists buy guns. Let’s commit re-
sources to make smart guns that are 
less dangerous to children who find 
them. 

A little girl was killed while sitting 
on her porch right next to her mother. 
Say her name, Tamia Sanders, and 
honor her memory with more than a 
moment of silence. 
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PREVENTING GUN VIOLENCE IN 
AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise yet 
again to speak out about mass shoot-
ings and gun violence in our Nation. 
When I think of Newtown, of Charles-
ton, of Orlando, my heart just breaks. 

Mr. Speaker, what would it take for 
Congress to act? How many more must 
suffer? How many more must die? How 
many more little children must die? 
How many more mothers and fathers 
will mourn the loss of a child? 

Today, Mr. Speaker, I ask you to 
think of Taylor Hayden, the beautiful 
young woman celebrating a girls’ 
weekend in Atlanta who was killed by 
gang crossfire. Please think of the 
young woman killed while driving 
home from work in southwest Atlanta. 
Think of the woman fighting for her 
life at this very moment in Grady Hos-
pital in downtown Atlanta. Just last 
week, she was injured in a shooting 
that brought the interstate, I–85, to a 
stop. 

Mr. Speaker, time and time again, we 
asked for compassion. Time and time 
again, we asked for action. Time and 
time again, we asked for leadership. 
Our people are sick and tired of a do- 
nothing Congress. They elected us to 
do our jobs. Instead, Mr. Speaker, we 
take a break. 

Mr. Speaker, Republicans must join 
with Democrats and do what is right, 
what is just, what is fair, and what is 
long overdue. There are good, common-
sense proposals that not only protect 
rights, but also will save lives. These 
bills should be passed. Bring them to 
the floor. Let us have a vote. Give us a 
vote. Time is of the essence. We cannot 
be silent, and we will not be silent. We 
cannot wait for another time, another 
place, another person. Mr. Speaker, the 
time is now for us to act. 
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