September 14, 2016

The Happy Valley LaunchBox is a
place where entrepreneurs from the
community as well as Penn State fac-
ulty, students, and staff can work to
commercialize their innovative busi-
ness concepts.

Last month I had the chance to meet
with university officials and those, in-
cluding students, who have been able
to get their small businesses off the
ground thanks to this initiative.

I know that I join those from the uni-
versity and the Centre County region
in wishing the LaunchBox the best of
success in the future.

————
GUN SAFETY LEGISLATION

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to join my colleagues in, again,
calling for this Congress to just simply
call a vote on commonsense, lifesaving
gun safety legislation. It has been al-
most 3 months since House Democrats
have taken to the floor to call for a
vote, and the statistics indicate that
this Congress’ inaction has been
complicit in thousands of lost lives.

Mr. Speaker, gun violence continues
to claim the lives of too many young
people in this country. Sadly, it ap-
pears that every time I take to this po-
dium to speak out against this Con-
gress’ inaction, there is another life
lost to gun violence in my home dis-
trict.

As a nonvoting Delegate of Congress,
I may not have a vote on the floor, but
I have a voice; and I want to use that
voice in joining the American public
and my constituents in the Virgin Is-
lands in saying enough is enough.

As the mother of four young Black
men, I hold my breath every time my
sons go out to go about constructive
daily life. Statistically, my sons are in
the sight of being the victims of gun vi-
olence. Twice last week, one of my sons
was within blocks and minutes of oth-
ers in my community being shot—peo-
ple doing their job.

While we were in recess, my own
former scheduler lost her husband, a
fireman on his job, to gun violence in
our community. Dorene, the prayers of
all of us are with you and your family.

Every day this Congress fails to act,
more American families mourn, more
American lives are cut short, and more
American cities continue to mount
homicide and shooting statistics. We
can ensure responsible gun ownership
while closing loopholes that allow ter-
rorists and criminals to get their hands
on dangerous weapons.

I am urging—urging—my colleagues
across the aisle to bring commonsense
gun safety legislation to a vote.

——
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COMMEMORATING DR. PREM PAUL

(Mr. FORTENBERRY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to commemorate the life and
accomplishments of my friend, Dr.
Prem Paul, vice chancellor at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska, who recently died.

Prem was an extraordinary person
with an inviting personality and tire-
less enthusiasm. I recall seeing Prem
at a speech in 2001 when I was finishing
up my own work on the Lincoln City
Council, and it was clear then that his
vision was solid for the university. It
was so different and so refreshing.

Dr. Paul established a culture of ex-
cellence at our university, and he went
on to establish the Nebraska Center for
Energy Science Research, as well as
the Center for Brain, Biology and Be-
havior, and the Social Sciences Behav-
ioral Research Consortium.

Prem is survived by his wife, Missi;
daughter, Neena; son, Ryan; and grand-
daughter, Ashland, of whom Prem was
very, very proud. It was a privilege to
know Dr. Prem Paul. It was a privilege
to work with him. It was a privilege,
most importantly, to call him my
friend.

Well done, my friend, well done.

———

LISTEN TO THE MILLENNIALS

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
on the Gun Violence Prevention Day of
Action to highlight the voices of my
district’s young people.

Nearly one-third of my constituents
are millennials. These young people
are smart, they are active, and they
are very optimistic about their future.

This summer I asked them a simple
question: What is the most important
issue Congress should be working on?
Despite all of the challenges facing
young people, from mounting student
debt to growing income inequality,
their answer was clear: Do something
about gun violence.

For young people, gun violence is a
harsh reality. They have seen it, they
have lived it, and they have lost friends
and family to it.

Since 2013, there have been 192 school
shootings, including one at Hillside El-
ementary School in my district.
Schools are supposed to be places of
learning, not war zones.

More than 80 percent of young peo-
ple, including 83 percent of young Re-
publicans, support commonsense back-
ground checks for all gun sales. This
one commonsense solution to help pre-
vent gun violence is what we need to
do. We need to do our job and pass this
legislation today.

Mr. Speaker, it is time that we start
listening to these young people. Let’s
ensure a background check for every
gun sale and help stop this senseless vi-
olence.

———

GUN VIOLENCE

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, on
June 22, along with many of my col-
leagues, I sat on this floor right here
with my Democratic colleagues de-
manding that Speaker RYAN give us a
vote on commonsense gun violence pre-
vention legislation.

In July, I again joined my colleagues
on this floor holding up photos of
Americans lost to gun violence, and
again Speaker RYAN failed to give us a
vote. Instead, he and the rest of the
House Republicans left town for the
longest recess in decades.

During the recess, 2,015 people died
from gun violence—76 people in Chi-
cago alone, my hometown. That is the
worst month for gun violence in Chi-
cago since 1997.

We have called for solutions like
comprehensive background checks that
have overwhelming public support. But
2 months later, House Republicans still
refuse to bring these measures to a
vote.

Each day that we fail to act, more
families lose loved ones to gun vio-
lence. So I come to the floor again
today, and I will come back as often as
it takes, until Congress finally steps up
to stop gun violence.

———————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PALMER) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk
of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, September 14, 2016.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
September 14, 2016 at 9:45 a.m.:

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 131.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 5351, PROHIBITING THE
TRANSFER OF ANY DETAINEE
AT UNITED STATES NAVAL STA-
TION, GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA,
AND PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 5226, REGULATORY
INTEGRITY ACT OF 2016

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 863 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 863

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the bill (H.R. 5351) to prohibit the
transfer of any individual detained at United
States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. The amendment
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