September 15, 2016

Whereas there is a need to continue to sup-
port programs and activities aimed at do-
mestic violence intervention and domestic
violence prevention in the United States;
and

Whereas individuals and organizations that
are dedicated to preventing and ending do-
mestic violence should be recognized: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Senate supports the goals and ideals
of ‘“National Domestic Violence Awareness
Month’’; and

(2) it is the sense of the Senate that Con-
gress should—

(A) continue to raise awareness of domes-
tic violence in the United States and the cor-
responding devastating effects of domestic
violence on survivors, families, and commu-
nities; and

(B) pledge continued support for programs
designed—

(i) to assist survivors;

(ii) to hold perpetrators accountable; and

(iii) to bring an end to domestic violence.

———————

SENATE RESOLUTION 567—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
OCTOBER 16, 2016, AS “NATIONAL
CHARACTER COUNTS WEEK”

Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself, Ms.
STABENOW, Mr. ENZI, Mr. DONNELLY,
and Mr. COCHRAN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 567

Whereas the well-being of the United
States requires that the young people of the
United States become an involved, caring
citizenry of good character;

Whereas the character education of chil-
dren has become more urgent, as violence by
and against youth increasingly threatens the
physical and psychological well-being of the
people of the United States;

Whereas, more than ever, children need
strong and constructive guidance from their
families and their communities, including
schools, youth organizations, religious insti-
tutions, and civic groups;

Whereas the character of a nation is only
as strong as the character of its individual
citizens;

Whereas the public good is advanced when
young people are taught the importance of
good character and the positive effects that
good character can have in personal relation-
ships, in school, and in the workplace;

Whereas scholars and educators agree that
people do not automatically develop good
character and that, therefore, conscientious
efforts must be made by institutions and in-
dividuals that influence youth to help young
people develop the essential traits and char-
acteristics that comprise good character;

Whereas, although character development
is, first and foremost, an obligation of fami-
lies, the efforts of faith communities,
schools, and youth, civic, and human service
organizations also play an important role in
fostering and promoting good character;

Whereas Congress encourages students,
teachers, parents, youth, and community
leaders to recognize the importance of char-
acter education in preparing young people to
play a role in determining the future of the
United States;

Whereas effective character education is
based on core ethical values, which form the
foundation of a democratic society;

Whereas examples of character are trust-
worthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness,
caring, citizenship, and honesty;
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Whereas elements of character transcend
cultural, religious, and socioeconomic dif-
ferences;

Whereas the character and conduct of
youth reflect the character and conduct of
society, and, therefore, every adult has the
responsibility to teach and model ethical
values and every social institution has the
responsibility to promote the development of
good character;

Whereas Congress encourages individuals
and organizations, especially those that have
an interest in the education and training of
the young people of the United States, to
adopt the elements of character as intrinsic
to the well-being of individuals, commu-
nities, and society;

Whereas many schools in the United States
recognize the need, and have taken steps, to
integrate the values of their communities
into teaching activities; and

Whereas the establishment of ‘‘National
Character Counts Week”’, during which indi-
viduals, families, schools, youth organiza-
tions, religious institutions, civic groups,
and other organizations focus on character
education, is of great benefit to the United
States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning October
16, 2016, as ‘‘National Character Counts
Week’’; and

(2) calls upon the people of the United
States and interested groups—

(A) to embrace the elements of character
identified by local schools and communities,
such as trustworthiness, respect, responsi-
bility, fairness, caring, and citizenship; and

(B) to observe the week with appropriate
ceremonies, programs, and activities.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 568—RECOG-
NIZING THE INVALUABLE CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF THE TOWING
AND RECOVERY INDUSTRY IN
THE UNITED STATES, THE
INTERNATIONAL TOWING & RE-
COVERY HALL OF FAME & MU-
SEUM, TOWING ASSOCIATIONS
AROUND THE WORLD, AND THE
MEMBERS OF THOSE TOWING
ASSOCIATIONS AND DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF SEP-
TEMBER 9 THROUGH 15, 2016, AS
“NATIONAL TOWING INDUSTRY
AWARENESS WEEK”

Mr. CORKER (for himself, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, and Mr. COONS) submitted the
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 568

Whereas, in 1916, Ernest Holmes built the
first twin boom wrecker in Chattanooga,
Tennessee, for use in his own garage and
later agreed to build and sell the units to
others;

Whereas the first production wreckers
were known as ‘‘680’s’” because they cost
$680;

Whereas, in service to the United States,
the Ernest Holmes Company supplied the W—
45 military wrecker for use during World War
1I;

Whereas, in 1959, the Ernest Holmes Com-
pany patented its first tow sling and car
dolly;

Whereas, in the early 1970’s, Gerald Holmes
built the first hydraulic towing equipment,
an advancement in the industry;

Whereas, in 1995, the International Towing
& Recovery Hall of Fame & Museum (re-
ferred to in this preamble as the ‘“‘Museum’’)
was established in Chattanooga, Tennessee,
the birthplace of the tow truck;
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Whereas, in 2003, the Museum, having out-
grown its original home, moved to 3315 Broad
Street in Chattanooga;

Whereas, in 2006, the Museum officially
dedicated the Wall of the Fallen, the first
monument in the industry to honor towing
operators killed in the line of service;

Whereas, in the United States, there are
more than 35,000 tow companies and hun-
dreds of thousands of individuals employed
in the towing industry, including tow truck
operators, dispatchers, safety advisors, and
owners;

Whereas more than 1 tow truck operator is
killed every 6 days assisting motorists on
the roadways of the United States;

Whereas tow truck operators respond to
nearly 15,000,000 accidents per year across
the United States;

Whereas tow truck operators are an indis-
pensable part of keeping the United States
moving by keeping the highways of the
United States clear and open for travel;

Whereas most highway crashes require as-
sistance from tow truck operators; and

Whereas the people of the United States
have a duty to drive safely and be courteous
toward fellow motorists on the roadways as
the people of the United States work to-
gether toward the common goal of reducing
fatal accidents: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the 100th anniversary of the
tow truck;

(2) designates the week of September 9
through 15, 2016, as ‘‘National Towing Indus-
try Awareness Week”, to be held in conjunc-
tion with the International Towing & Recov-
ery Hall of Fame & Museum Hall of Fame In-
duction Ceremony and the Wall of the Fallen
ceremony, each of which is held annually at
the International Towing & Recovery Hall of
Fame & Museum in Chattanooga, Tennessee;
and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States—

(A) to observe the move over and slow
down laws in the United States; and

(B) to join in the worthy observance of Na-
tional Towing Industry Awareness Week.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 569—RECOG-
NIZING NOVEMBER 26, 2016, AS
“SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY”
AND SUPPORTING THE EFFORTS
OF THE SMALL BUSINESS AD-
MINISTRATION TO INCREASE
AWARENESS OF THE VALUE OF
LOCALLY OWNED SMALL BUSI-
NESSES

Mr. VITTER (for himself, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Ms. AYOTTE, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr.
BARRASSO, Mr. PETERS, Mr. PORTMAN,
Mr. WARNER, Mr. SCOTT, Mr. DONNELLY,
Mr. DAINES, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BOOZMAN,
Mr. TESTER, Mr. RISCH, Ms. HIRONO,
Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. UDALL, Mrs. FISCHER,
Ms. MIKULSKI, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr.
KING, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. COONS, Ms. COL-
LINS, Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
MANCHIN, Mr. CARDIN, Mrs. BOXER, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. GARDNER, Mr. ENzI, and
Mrs. ERNST) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 569

Whereas there are 28,773,992 small busi-
nesses in the United States;

Whereas small businesses represent 99.7
percent of all businesses with employees in
the United States;
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