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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING BOB BROWNSTEIN
HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2016

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Bob Brownstein. | am joined by my
colleagues Congresswoman ZOE LOFGREN
and Congresswoman ANNA ESHOO. Bob is re-
tiring from his 17-year career as Policy Direc-
tor of Working Partnerships USA, but his dedi-
cation and service to working families in the
Bay Area has spanned over 40 years. His
commitment to creating a better, more just fu-
ture for Silicon Valley makes him a hallmark of
leadership in our community.

A native of the Bronx, Bob grew up admiring
the towering photograph of President Franklin
D. Roosevelt that hung in his father's hard-
ware store. To the young boy and his father,
President Roosevelt represented a higher ech-
elon of politician and public servant—one who
devoted his career to empowering the under-
privileged and the underserved. It was in the
manner and legacy of President Roosevelt
that Bob embarked on his own career in public
service, driven by his steadfast faith in and vi-
sion of societal progress.

Bob Brownstein entered the California polit-
ical scene in 1977, and his impact was imme-
diately felt across the region. He changed
local government and city politics as he led ef-
forts to elect San Jose officials by district, giv-
ing greater representation for residents in City
Hall. Later, he was instrumental in establishing
the partnership between the city and San Jose
State University to build the Martin Luther King
Library.

Bob, a lifelong advocate for workers, was
the driving force behind the 1998 movement
for living wages. He led two campaigns to
raise the minimum wage and worked closely
to reform San Jose’s rent control laws. He
played a significant role in passing the Living
Wage ordinance, which raised San Jose’s liv-
ing wage to what was then the highest in the
nation while still creating an infrastructure for
job growth. Most recently, Bob led an initiative
to ensure part-time workers receive fair con-
sideration for increased work hours.

As the Director of Policy and Research with
Working Partnerships USA, Bob not only
fought for the rights and agenda of the
disenfranchised, but has become one of the
most prominent voices in health care policy.
He was the architect of Children’s Health Ini-
tiative, making Santa Clara County the first in
the country to provide health coverage to
nearly every child. He has been the catalyst
for profound reinvention in our community,
bringing both tangible and institutional
change—a rich legacy that will continue to im-
pact lives for generations.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Mr. Bob
Brownstein for his years of dedication and
commitment to our community both as an ad-
vocate for progressive values and as an out-
standing public servant. His relentless pursuit

to empower those in need will forever be re-
membered and appreciated by the many lives
he has touched and will continue to influence.

—————
40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE RICH-
MOND COUNTY PIPES AND
DRUMS

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR.

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2016

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 40th anniversary of the
Richmond County Pipes and Drums.

Formed in 1975, the Richmond County
Pipes and Drums have been actively involved
in the Staten Island community. They have
marched in parades, played at community
events, and participated in fundraisers for local
causes, bringing joy to anyone who gets the
chance to listen. In fact, the first parade they
marched in was in March 1976 for America’s
Bicentennial, for which they were appropriately
dressed in red, white, and blue uniforms. Fur-
thermore, they perform at almost every Celtic
event throughout New York City. They have
even participated in hundreds of events in Up-
state New York, Long Island, New Jersey, and
Pennsylvania over the years.

Most importantly, however, is the work that
the Richmond County Pipes and Drums do for
those who put their lives on the line to protect
others. They are enthusiastic and patriotic
supporters of our military and our veterans, for
whom they have performed on numerous oc-
casions. They have paid tribute to our nation’s
servicemen killed or missing in action, as well
as local firefighters and policemen. They have
demonstrated tremendous support for our first
responders, proving just how dedicated to giv-
ing back they are.

Mr. Speaker, the Richmond County Pipes
and Drums are dedicated servants in the Stat-
en Island community. | thank them for their
great work and congratulate them on their 40
years of performance.

————

THANKING STARBUCKS AND THEIR
UPSTANDERS SERIES FOR REC-
OGNIZING THE BALDWIN PROM-
ISE

HON. BILL HUIZENGA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2016

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to thank Starbucks and their
Upstanders series for recognizing Baldwin
Community Schools and the Baldwin Promise.
It is wonderful to see an organization highlight
a caring community like Baldwin, which united
to raise funds that will help their children pay
for college.

The Upstanders series all began with an
idea from Starbucks’ CEO Howard Schultz

and Executive Vice President Rajiv
Chandrasekaran. It was created to showcase
uplifting American stories and bring citizens
across our nation together. Chandrasekaran
stated the Upstanders mission well when he
quipped, “Our goal is very simple: we want to
connect with millions of Americans and inspire
and engage them. That's it.” If Starbucks is
looking for an inspiring community, then they
chose the perfect one in Michigan’s second
district with Baldwin.

Baldwin Community Schools was des-
ignated as a Michigan Promise Zone in 2009,
meaning that every child in Baldwin has a tui-
tion free path to a college education. Earning
this designation took commitment and sacrifice
from the entire Baldwin community. In order to
be designated, the village of Baldwin had to
privately fundraise over $100,000. Baldwin
looked within for donations, even though it is
located in Lake County, where more than 24
percent of residents live below the poverty
level. Nevertheless, the citizens of Baldwin
banded together, giving whatever they could.

Baldwin exceeded their goal by 150 percent,
raising more than $160,000 to put a down
payment on their children’s future. Because of
the community’s sacrifice, Baldwin earned the
Promise Zone designation. Now, any student
who graduates from Baldwin High School is
granted $5,000 per year for four years to at-
tend the college of their choice.

The people of Baldwin and their commit-
ment to their community and one another truly
exemplify what West Michigan is all about. |
want to thank Starbucks for creating the
Upstanders series and sharing Baldwin’s story
with the nation.

———

TRIBUTE TO CORPORAL LEE KARR
OF THE CITY OF PUEBLO, COLO-
RADO POLICE DEPARTMENT

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2016

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Corporal Lee Karr of the City of Pueblo
Colorado Police Department for his out-
standing duty and assistance to the citizens of
Pueblo. During his normal duties of the day,
Corporal Lee Karr went above and beyond his
call of duty to assist a victim of robbery.

On September 12, 2016, Corporal Karr, and
a fellow officer, were called to assist a 51 year
old woman who had been a victim of robbery
at a bus stop in the City of Pueblo, Colorado.
Karr and the other officer carried out their pro-
tocol, and then Officer Karr took his commit-
ment of public service to another level.

After comforting the victim, Karr placed her
in a cool, air-conditioned police car and began
assisting her with sorting out issues associ-
ated with the items that were stolen. The vic-
tim needed a new State of Colorado ID, bank
and Medicaid cards—all the items that were
stolen from her purse. Corporal Karr paid for
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these items out of his own pocket without any
hesitation. Once the issue of her cards were
resolved, Corporal Karr drove the victim to her
destination and then, finally to her home.

Mr. Speaker, Corporal Karr went above and
beyond the call of public service to assist a
member of his community. | commend him on
a job well done, and thank him for serving as
an exemplary model of public service and
safety. Each and every day law enforcement
officers perform these selfless acts of kind-
ness and generosity in their communities. | am
proud to honor Corporal Karr and his commit-
ment to the City of Pueblo and its people.

———

CONGRATULATING GERALDINE
JONES ON BECOMING PRESIDENT
OF CALIFORNIA UNIVERSITY OF
PENNSYLVANIA

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2016

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Geraldine M. Jones, the seventh
president of California University of Pennsyl-
vania. This past April, the board of governors
for Pennsylvania’s State System of Higher
Education concluded a year-long, nationwide
search for the university’s top position by
unanimously selecting Mrs. Jones, who had
been serving as the university’s interim presi-
dent.

President Jones is no stranger to the Vulcan
community or to western Pennsylvania. She
graduated in 1972 from then-named California
State College with a bachelor of education de-
gree, and later earned her master's degree in
education at California in 1980. She was a
school teacher to second-grade students in
Uniontown, Pennsylvania, and later returned
to her alma mater to serve as a program di-
rector for Upward Bound and chair the Depart-
ment of Academic Development Services. She
went on to serve as the associate dean of the
College of Education and Human Services for
two years before taking on the role of college
dean from 2000-2008. In July of 2008, she
was selected as provost and vice president for
academic affairs, which she held until she was
appointed as acting, and then interim, univer-
sity president.

Somehow, she still finds time to pay it for-
ward and be an active member of her commu-
nity. She serves as a board member on local
and regional community organizations, such
as the Washington County Community Foun-
dation and the Washington County Chamber
of Commerce. She has been a lifelong mem-
ber of Mt. Zion AME Church in Brownsville,
PA.

California University will hold a formal instal-
lation ceremony for President Jones on Octo-
ber 14, 2016. President Jones has spent her
whole life serving the educational community
and the people of western Pennsylvania, and
has been a living embodiment of the Univer-
sity’s core values: integrity, civility, and re-
sponsibility. California University of Pennsyl-
vania is fortunate to have her, and | am hon-
ored to be able to congratulate her on this mo-
mentous achievement.
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IN TRIBUTE TO JOAN LIND VAN
BLOM

HON. ALAN S. LOWENTHAL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2016

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, in every
sport, in every art, in every field of human en-
deavor, there are figures that impact history so
deeply that the future is reshaped forever.

They are icons, pioneers, and trailblazers.

Joan Lind Van Blom belongs among this
pantheon.

A graduate of Wilson High School and Cali-
fornia State Long Beach, Joan is widely con-
sidered the greatest American female athlete
to have ever competed in the sport of rowing.

Joan was a trailblazer, paving the way for
women in the U.S. to compete on the inter-
national rowing stage.

During her rowing career, she was the top
single sculler in America for nearly a decade
and won 14 national titles.

In 1976, she won a silver medal in the XXI
Summer Games in Montreal, Canada, becom-
ing the first U.S. woman to win an Olympic
medal in rowing. Four years later, again a
member of the U.S. Olympic team, she was
the favorite to win the gold in Moscow, but the
U.S. delegation boycotted the Moscow
Games. In the XXIII Summer Games in Los
Angeles in 1984 she returned to the medal
stand earning a silver medal.

The same year she married coach, former
Olympian, and National Rowing Hall of Famer
John Van Blom, and for the last three decades
the pair have enjoyed the title of the First Cou-
ple of Rowing.

She went on to be inducted in the Wilson
High, Cal State Long Beach, Century Club,
and National Rowing halls of fame. Joan still
holds 11 indoor rowing world records.

Joan also served the Long Beach Unified
School District for over three decades, 25
years of that as a teacher and then another
decade as the district’s first physical education
curriculum leader. She was instrumental in
winning a million-dollar grant to put rowing
machines in each of LBUSD’s nine high
schools.

In 2014 she was given the prestigious Er-
nestine Bayer Award for her deep contribu-
tions to the entire sport of rowing.

One year ago she passed away in her Long
Beach home at the age of 62.

Her smile and joy of life served as a bea-
con, drawing people from her past back to
her, and her husband John said the last two
years while Joan battled brain cancer were
filled with reconnections and reunions with
people from throughout their life.

In addition to her husband John, Joan is
also survived by son John Jr. and her sisters,
Loretta Madsen and Carol Hansen.

IN HONOR OF E15 DAY
HON. ROD BLUM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 20, 2016

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in cele-
bration of E15 Day on September 16th, when
gasoline retailers can once again sell E15 to
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American consumers and to urge the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) to remove
regulatory barriers which prevent the sale of
E-15 year round.

The EPA first created the 1-psi waiver of the
Reid Vapor Pressure (RVP) to increase the
availability of 10 percent ethanol blends. As a
result, nearly every gallon of gasoline sold in
the United States contains ethanol. However,
the EPA has been unwilling to provide a simi-
lar waiver for E-15 gasoline blends. This
means E15 cannot be sold during the summer
months, causing many retailers to not carry
the higher blend and restricting access to re-
newable fuels.

In response to these burdensome restric-
tions, | introduced H.R. 1944, the Fuel Choice
and Deregulation Act. This legislation would
extend the RVP waiver to include gasoline
blended with more than 10 percent ethanol, al-
lowing gas stations to sell E15 year round.

| urge the EPA to repeal these archaic and
meaningless regulations and increase access
to E-15 gasoline.

| applaud Governor Branstad for recognizing
E15 Day in lowa, and | hope Congress con-
tinues to work on enacting policy which in-
creases consumer access and savings at the
pump.

| am proud of the vital role lowa has in de-
veloping and providing America with cleaner
energy sources. Drivers across the country
are fueling their cars with lowa grown ethanol.
By allowing access to E15 year round, we can
give consumers greater choice while helping
our environment.

HAPPY DOUBLE TEN DAY
HON. BLAKE FARENTHOLD

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2016

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, Monday,
October 10 is Taiwan’s National Day—also
known as Double Ten Day. On the eve of this
special occasion, | would like to offer my early
wishes to the people and government of Tai-
wan.

Taiwan is a very close trade partner and se-
curity ally of the U.S. in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion. Formosa Plastics Corporation, a Tai-
wanese company invested in the congres-
sional district | represent and create lots of job
opportunities to my constituency. It sets a
good example of Taiwan-U.S. economic rela-
tionship.

Last June, Eva Air, one of the biggest Tai-
wanese airline companies launched the direct
flight route between Dallas, Texas and Taipei,
Taiwan. The direct flight further facilitates the
passenger and cargo movement between the
two nations.

| am glad to see closer trade ties between
Taiwan and the U.S. and | realize that Taiwan
should be included in the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO), which works to
secure the civil aviation throughout the world.
The ICAQO’s 39th Triennial Assembly will be
soon taking place shortly in Montreal, begin-
ning on September 27. We hope that Taiwan
will be invited to attend the Assembly as three
years ago.

Again, | wish the people of Taiwan a Happy
Double Ten Day, and | look forward to working
closely with Taiwanese people to further en-
hance our bilateral relations.
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