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lowa area and the Cass County community.
There is great work and service being accom-
plished every day at Rex Pharmacy. | urge my
colleagues in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives to join me in congratulating them for their
service. | wish Josh Borer and the entire staff
the very best in all their future endeavors.
—

H. RES. 810 HONORING THE LIFE
AND WORK OF ELIE WIESEL IN

PROMOTING ~HUMAN  RIGHTS,
PEACE, AND HOLOCAUST RE-
MEMBRANCE
HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 20, 2016

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of H. Res. 810, recognizing and cele-
brating the life and important work of Elie
Wiesel in promoting human rights, peace, and
Holocaust remembrance.

As an author of at least 60 books, plays,
and essays, Elie Wiesel enlightened his read-
ers and taught them lessons of history con-
cerning injustice, intolerance, and indifference,
pulling from his personal experience as a Hol-
ocaust survivor to give a first person point of
view of the horrors the faced by Holocaust vic-
tims.

From 1933 to 1945, two-thirds of the Jewish
population living in Europe at the time of
World War Il were brutally murdered by Nazis
during the Holocaust.

Families were torn apart; children were sep-
arated from their parents; babies were ripped
from the arms of their mothers.

The Jewish community suffered incredible
losses, losses that will never be remedied.

Elie Wiesel is a heroic survivor who lived to
share his experiences of loss and tragedy.

He lost his father at Buchenwald and his
younger sister and mother to a gas chamber
at Auschwitz, but he and his two older sisters
survived.

Following the liberation of the concentration
camp, Wiesel moved to France and worked as
a journalist, becoming a U.S. citizen in 1963.

His first and one of his best known works,
“Night”, was published in 1958 and has been
translated into more than 30 different lan-
guages, allowing the story of his family’s de-
portation to reach millions around the world.

In addition to his publications, Elie Wiesel
was commissioned to chair the President’s
Commission on the Holocaust in 1978, and
they recommended the creation of the Holo-
caust Museum.

Following this, Elie Wiesel worked as the
Founding Chairman of the United States Holo-
caust Memorial Council and put forth incred-
ible efforts for the United States Holocaust
Museum to open its doors in 1993.

In his desire to fight indifference, intoler-
ance, and injustice, Elie and his wife Marion
Wiesel founded the Elie Wiesel Foundation for
Humanity.

Elie Wiesel was also passionate about
teaching and served as a Visiting Scholar at
Yale University and a professor at the City
University of New York and Boston University,
striving to provide insight and knowledge
among students.

Elie Wiesel has been honored in many ways
by receiving a variety of awards, such as the
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Nobel Peace Prize, Presidential Medal of
Freedom, the United States Congressional
Gold Medal, the National Humanities Medal,
the Medal of Liberty, the rank of Grand-Croix
in the French Legion of Honor, and the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum Award.

Elie Wiesel's passing on July 2, 2016 is
saddening, but the legacy he leaves is one of
honor, justice, and determination.

Elie Wiesel left behind a voice for the voice-
less, ensuring the promotion of peace and tol-
erance and the fight against indifference, intol-
erance, and genocide.

This man was an inspiration, and though he
may be gone, his light and impact remains.

| would like to extend my deepest condo-
lences to the family members of Elie Wiesel
who feel this heartbreak more than any other.

We promise to keep Elie Wiesel's memory
alive; to prevent the recurrence of another
Holocaust; and, ultimately, to never forget the
lessons we as a people have learned from
history and from Elie Wiesel.

———

64TH NATIONAL PRAYER
BREAKFAST: PART ONE

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2016

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday,
February 4, 2016 | had the privilege of co-
chairing the 64th Annual National Prayer
Breakfast with Representative JUAN VARGAS. |
would like to submit Part One of the transcript:
64TH NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST: PART ONE

U.S. Representative Juan Vargas: Jesus
once said, that when we lift up his name, it
would draw a crowd, and wow, it worked.
Look at this group, unbelievable. What a
miracle you are here this morning—elected
and appointed officials, religious leaders,
business leaders, entertainers, athletes,
farmers, sons, and daughters, moms and
dads, folks from all 50 states, and from more
than 140 countries.

U.S. Representative Robert Aderholt: We
are not here this morning to see a show, or
to watch a ball game, or to participate in a
political rally. Each and every one of us are
here this morning with a single focused rea-
son, and that is to pray. And what a holy
moment it is, for not only Washington but
also the entire world. We could not be more
different. The thousands of you who have
gathered here this morning, you know—just
look around, everyone is different. But what
we are seeking and what we are asking God
to do is to bring us together in unity. Not
just for today, but also for the days ahead,
and not just for us that are in this room and
that are hearing this message this morning,
but for the entire world.

Rep. Vargas: Now, to gather our hearts and
point us in the right direction, I am honored
to introduce Major General Julie Bentz, to
offer our opening prayer. Her important job
at the Pentagon, is figuring out how to pro-
tect American soldiers who are in harm’s
way around the world from so called impro-
vised attacks. She is also part of a small
group of members of the military who meet
regularly to focus on the teachings of Jesus,
General Bentz.

Major General Julie Bentz: Jesus, here we
are gathered in your name from across this
nation, in all corners of the earth, here to
learn how to pray together, with and for one
another. You ask all of us who are weary and
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are carrying heavy burdens, to come to you
and find rest. You ask us to learn from you,
who are gentle and humble of heart. You
show us, our Heavenly Father, not only as
holy and just, but also as good, loving, and
merciful, full of tenderness and Kkindness.
And so we have the courage to stand in the
presence of Holy God and pray for a miracle
of unity across borders, boundaries, and be-
liefs. We ask you, Father, to look favorably
on those you have placed in our care, and on
those who have elected us to our current po-
sitions. I ask specifically for your grace on
behalf of our soldiers, sailors, airmen,
coasties, and marines, our commander in
chief, and all those in authority over us. In
this year of mercy, Lord God, let us discover
your generous love, and be transformed into
patient, tolerant, and tender leaders. Enter
into our actions, oh God. Remove our fear of
suffering, our fear of humiliation, and our
fear of failure. Lord, I acknowledge before
you and before those present here, that I
have failed, in my thoughts, in my words,
and in what I have done, and in what I have
failed to do, but I trust in your limitless
mercy. You shower me and each one of us
here abundantly with your goodness. Oh God,
Heavenly Father, holy is your name. Your
children yearn for your kingdom and pray
that your will be done. We thank you for our
daily sustenance, for forgiving us as we for-
give others, you who direct our paths, and
secure us from evil. Pour out your Spirit on
us today, and in so doing, renew the face of
the earth. Amen.

Rep. Aderholt: Well thank you so much
General Julie, I like the sound of that. The
President of the United States is on his way,
and the First Lady, so at this time, please
enjoy your conversation and your breakfast.

Speaker introducing the president: Ladies
and Gentlemen, the President of the United
States and Mrs. Michelle Obama.

Rep. Aderholt: We want to get started this
morning. We have a great lineup here this
morning at our head table, and we are ex-
cited that everyone is here. I am Representa-
tive Robert Aderholt from the state of Ala-
bama, and I am privileged to be here with
my co-chair for this event, my new best
friend, Juan Vargas from the state of Cali-
fornia.

Just so you know, over the past 13 months
we have been praying, and we have been
working, and we have been praying some
more about what happens over the next 75
minutes. We prayed this head table together.
We have prayed for you who are here in this
ball room, for those that are in the overflow
room—which are probably enjoying an even
better breakfast than we are having. Some
are out there watching it on a computer
screen monitor, some are watching it by tel-
evision. We pray for everyone that is listen-
ing, or that is in our presence, because we
believe that Jesus and his reconciling power
of prayer is so desperately needed these days.
So thank you for showing up and for your
prayers. Here is the most obvious thing that
you will hear—and that is we all need all the
help we can get.

I would like to introduce my co-chair, Con-
gressman Juan Vargas. He served in the jun-
gles of El Salvador as a Jesuit missionary,
and now he serves in the jungles of the House
of Representatives. He grew up on a chicken
ranch, and quite honestly, that is a high
qualification for government service in my
district. He brings great joy and passion to
his new responsibilities in the House of Rep-
resentatives, and I wish all of you could just
spend a couple of hours with him.

What is so maddening about the place
where we work is that there is so much divi-
sion and it prevents us from appreciating
each other, and from understanding the won-
derful strengths that 435 unique individuals
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