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Ms. Downey: Yeah, there are certain things
that could only happen in America. Back
when I emigrated from Ireland, I lived in
New York City, and the very first job I had
there was checking coats in a very fancy
Upper West Side restaurant. The meals were
lovely but so expensive and I never could
have afforded to eat there myself. When I
checked a coat, I used to get maybe a quar-
ter a coat or sometimes a dollar on average.
One night I checked the coat of Regis
Philbin. He was the very first celebrity that
I ever met, and he gave me a 20 dollar tip and
I thought I died and went to heaven. Just a
few years later, I was living in Los Angeles,
starring on a TV show called Touched by an
Angel and the show had millions of viewers
each week and it was a big hit on CBS. Soon
I was invited to fly back to New York and be
a guest on the Regis Philbin Show. Checking
coats one moment, starring on television the
next—only in America. And I remember I
told Regis that story and he laughed, and he
laughed, and he was just so glad that he
hadn’t stiffed me.

Anyway, for almost 10 years I had the
privilege of playing the angel, Monica on tel-
evision opposite the great Della Reese, and
we were undercover angels who showed up at
a crossroad in people’s lives, often when they
had hit the bottom, and in their brokenness,
they had reached out to God for help. Every
week I got to deliver a message of God’s love
on national television to millions of people.
As a believer myself, this was such an honor
to share with the audience that there is a
God, that he loves us, and that he wants to
be part of our lives. Before we filmed these
angel revelation scenes each week, we would
pray a very simple prayer, ‘‘Less of me, God,
more of you; less of me, more of you.” And
we prayed because we hoped we would be
used to touch people’s hearts and to open
their lives to God—and thankfully that hap-
pened thousands of times. Both Mark and I
have been so blessed with our careers here in
the United States, and we are both so fortu-
nate and incredibly grateful.

—————
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Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today along
with my colleague, Mr. BECERRA to honor the
life of Ms. Maria Lourdes Gutiérrez of Los An-
geles, California. Maria passed away on May
19, 2016 after a year-long battle with cancer.
She led a prolific career and will be greatly
missed by her family, friends, and entire com-
munity.

Maria L. Gutiérrez was born on September
23, 1954, in Los Angeles, California to Jose
and Manuela Gutiérrez. As the only child of
immigrant parents, Maria’s story is a testa-
ment to the American Dream. She grew up in
East Los Angeles, graduated from Loyola
Marymount University with a Bachelor's de-
gree in history and political science, and did
graduate work at the University of Southern
California. She worked for a short time as a
station manager of KMEX in Los Angeles be-
fore moving to Fresno in 1998, to serve as the
General Manager for KFTV. Her hard work
and determination allowed her to rise quickly
to the position of Senior Vice President and
Regional Director of Local Media for Univision
until her retirement in 2012.
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Under Maria’s leadership, KFTV became a
leading force in local news. She worked to
raise the level of the local Spanish-language
television stations during her career and she
never stopped working to do so. With her
guidance, KFTV won several awards for out-
standing journalism, becoming the leading
Spanish-language television station in the San
Joaquin Valley and earned recognition and
honors from various news associations.

After her retirement, Maria continued to
serve her community. Maria served on the
boards of the Fresno State Bulldog Founda-
tion, Fresno State Art and Humanities, the
San Joaquin Debate Committee, the National
Parks Conservation Advisory Board, and El
Agua es Asunto de Todos, highlighting the im-
portance of having a reliable and secure water
supply in California. She was also the chair-
man for the Complete Count committee for
Census and was the President for both the
Loyola Marymount University Latino Alumni
Association and the National Association of
Broadcasters Board.

Maria’s faith and love for family, public serv-
ice, and her community was guided by her
strong belief in shining a light on issues that
impact the quality of life in the Central Valley.
Her hard work led her to be honored by sev-
eral groups, including the Girls Scouts of Cen-
tral California South, The National Women’s
Political Caucus of Fresno County, and The
Fresno Area Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.
Maria received various awards, including
“Women of Influence,” “Humanitarian Award,”
“Hispanic Woman of Promise Award,” and the
American Advertising Federation’s  Silver
Medal Award. Maria was passionate about her
work and was a fantastic leader, mentor, and
friend.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that Mr.
BECERRA and | ask our colleagues in the U.S.
House of Representatives to honor the life of
Ms. Maria Lourdes Gutiérrez. The positive dif-
ference Maria made in the lives of others and
her community will never be forgotten.
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229TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
DRAFTING OF THE CONSTITU-
TION
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Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, the 229th
anniversary of the drafting of the Constitution
of the United States was nationally noted on
September 17, 2016. The Constitution, the
greatest framework of human liberty, incor-
porates the principles of freedom, equality and
justice. Constitution Week, September 17-23,
was initiated by the Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution in 1955 to promote the ob-
servance of the U.S. Constitution. The organi-
zation also created the DAR Constitution Hall
in Washington D.C. as a memorial to the en-
during document. The DAR encourages patri-
otism, education and historic preservation in
communities across America and has contin-
ued this mission, honoring and celebrating the
Constitution and encouraging observance of
Constitution Week throughout the nation, and
in communities and classrooms, encouraging
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adults and children to study and discuss the
Constitution. In recognition of this magnificent
document and this important annual event, |
congratulate the Daughters of the American
Revolution for their ongoing commitment to
our unique American history.

——————
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Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor Luella and Clark
Herzberg of Clarinda, lowa, on the very spe-
cial occasion of their 70th wedding anniver-
sary. They were married in Oakland, California
and celebrated their anniversary on July 16,
2016.

Luella and Clark’s lifelong commitment to
each other and their family truly embodies
lowa values. As they reflect on their 70th anni-
versary, | hope it is filled with happy memo-
ries. May their commitment grow even strong-
er, as they continue to love, cherish, and
honor one another for many years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend this great couple
on their 70th year together and | wish them
many more. | know my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives will
join me in congratulating them on this momen-
tous occasion.

INTRODUCING  HOUSE CONCUR-
RENT RESOLUTION EXPRESSING
THE SENSE OF CONGRESS THAT
THE UNITED STATES SHOULD
CONTINUE TO EXERCISE ITS
VETO IN THE UNITED NATIONS
SECURITY COUNCIL ON ANTI-
ISRAEL RESOLUTIONS
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Tuesday, September 20, 2016

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce a House Concurrent Resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the
United States should continue to exercise its
veto in the United Nations Security Council on
resolutions regarding the Israeli-Palestinian
peace process and to oppose anti-Israel
measures considered by the United Nations
General Assembly and other United Nations
bodies.

As we all know, Israel is routinely the sub-
ject of unfair attacks at the United Nations.
Israel is one of our nation’s great allies—a
free and open democratic society in a region
that is anything but—yet it is the only country
in the world that has to defend its very right
to existence on a daily basis. International
bodies unfairly target Israel regularly, and it's
shameful.

For instance, the United Nations Human
Rights Council (UNHRC) has voted to con-
demn lIsrael 62 times since its creation in
2006. Earlier this year, the UNHRC named
Israel as the world’s top human rights violator.

Here’'s another example. Resolution 1,
adopted during the 29th session of the Com-
mission on the Status of Women last year sin-
gled out Israel as the only nation responsible
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