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(4) recognizes the courage and contribu-
tions of individuals with pulmonary fibrosis
who participate in vital clinical trials to ad-
vance the knowledge of the disease; and

(5) commends the dedication of organiza-
tions, volunteers, researchers, and millions
of individuals in the United States and
abroad working to improve the quality of life
for individuals with pulmonary fibrosis and
the families of those individuals.

—
SENATE RESOLUTION 597—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2016 AS
“NATIONAL KINSHIP CARE
MONTH”

Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. HATCH,
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. GRASSLEY, and Mr.
BOOKER) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 597

Whereas in September 2016, ‘‘National Kin-
ship Care Month’ is observed;

Whereas nationally 2,500,000 children are
living in Kkinship care with grandparents or
other relatives;

Whereas grandparents and relatives resid-
ing in urban, rural, and suburban households
in every county of the United States have
stepped forward out of love and loyalty to
care for children during times in which bio-
logical parents are unable to do so;

Whereas kinship caregivers provide safety,
promote well-being, and establish stable
households for vulnerable children;

Whereas kinship care enables a child—

(1) to maintain family relationships and
cultural heritage; and

(2) to remain in the community of the
child;

Whereas Kkinship care is a national re-
source that provides loving homes for chil-
dren at risk;

Whereas kinship caregivers face daunting
challenges to keep countless children from
entering foster care;

Whereas the Senate is proud to recognize
the many Kkinship care families in which a
child is raised by grandparents or other rel-
atives;

Whereas the Senate wishes to honor the
many Kinship caregivers who throughout the
history of the United States have provided
loving homes for parentless children;

Whereas National Kinship Care Month pro-
vides an opportunity to urge people in every
State to join in recognizing and celebrating
kinship caregiving families and the tradition
of families in the United States to help raise
children; and

Whereas much remains to be done to en-
sure that all children have a safe, loving,
nurturing, and permanent family, regardless
of age or special needs: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 2016 as ‘‘National
Kinship Care Month’’;

(2) encourages Congress to implement poli-
cies to improve the lives of vulnerable chil-
dren and families;

(3) honors the commitment and dedication
of kinship caregivers and the advocates and
allies who work tirelessly to provide assist-
ance and services to kinship caregiving fami-
lies; and

(4) reaffirms the need to continue working
to improve the outcomes of all vulnerable
children through parts B and E of title IV of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et
seq.), and other programs designed—

(A) to support vulnerable families;

(B) to invest in prevention and reunifica-
tion services; and

(C) to ensure that extended family mem-
bers who take on the role of kinship care-
givers receive the necessary support.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 598—DESIG-

NATING OCTOBER 2016 AS “FILI-
PINO AMERICAN HISTORY
MONTH”

Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. REID,
Mr. SCHUMER, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. KAINE,
Mr. DURBIN, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. KIRK, Mr.
SCHATZ, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. FRANKEN,
and Ms. MURKOWSKI) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. REs. 598

Whereas the earliest documented Filipino
presence in the continental United States
was October 18, 1587, when the first ‘‘Luzones
Indios” arrived in Morro Bay, California, on
board the Nuestra Senora de Esperanza, a
Manila-built galleon ship;

Whereas the Filipino American National
Historical Society recognizes 1763 as the year
in which the first permanent Filipino settle-
ment in the United States was established in
St. Malo, Louisiana;

Whereas the recognition of the first perma-
nent Filipino settlement in the TUnited
States adds a new perspective to United
States history by bringing attention to the
economic, cultural, social, and other notable
contributions made by Filipino Americans to
the development of the United States;

Whereas, with a population of approxi-
mately 3,898,739 individuals, the Filipino
American community is the second largest
Asian American and Pacific Islander group
in the United States;

Whereas from the Civil War to the Iraq and
Afghanistan conflicts, Filipino American
servicemen and servicewomen have a long-
standing history of serving in the Armed
Forces;

Whereas more than 250,000 Filipinos fought
under the United States flag during World
War II to protect and defend the United
States in the Pacific theater;

Whereas, as of June 2016, certain family
members of Filipino World War II veterans
who are United States citizens or lawful per-
manent residents may apply through the Fil-
ipino World War II Veterans Parole Program
of the United States Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services for parole into the United
States to reunite with their families before
their immigrant visas become available;

Whereas, in July 2016, the Senate passed by
unanimous consent S. 1555 (114th Congress),
a bill to award to Filipino veterans who
fought alongside United States troops in
World War II the highest civilian honor be-
stowed by Congress, a recognition for which
Filipino World War II veterans have waited
more than 70 years;

Whereas Filipino Americans continue to
demonstrate a commendable sense of patri-
otism and honor;

Whereas 9 Filipino Americans have re-
ceived the Congressional Medal of Honor, the
highest award for valor in action against an
enemy force that can be bestowed on an indi-
vidual serving in the Armed Forces;

Whereas the late Thelma Garcia
Buchholdt, born in Claveria, Cagayan, on the
island of Liuzon in the Philippines—

(1) moved with her family to Alaska in
1965;

(2) was elected to the House of Representa-
tives of Alaska in 1974;

(3) was the first Filipino woman elected to
a State legislature; and

(4) authored a comprehensive history book
entitled ‘‘Filipinos in Alaska: 1788-1958"";

Whereas Filipino American farmworkers
and labor leaders such as Philip Vera Cruz
and Larry Itliong played an integral role in
the multiethnic United Farm Workers move-
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ment alongside Cesar Chavez,
Huerta, and other Latino workers;

Whereas Filipino Americans play an inte-
gral role in the United States healthcare sys-
tem as nurses, doctors, and other medical
professionals;

Whereas Filipino Americans have contrib-
uted greatly to music, dance, literature, edu-
cation, business, journalism, sports, fashion,
politics, government, science, technology,
the fine arts, and other fields that enrich the
landscape of the United States;

Whereas, as mandated in the mission state-
ment of the Filipino American National His-
torical Society, efforts should continue to
promote the study of Filipino American his-
tory and culture because the roles of Filipino
Americans and other people of color have
largely been overlooked in the writing,
teaching, and learning of United States his-
tory;

Whereas it is imperative for Filipino
American youth to have positive role models
to instill in Filipino American youth—

(1) the significance of education, com-
plemented by the richness of Filipino Amer-
ican ethnicity; and

(2) the value of the Filipino American leg-
acy; and

Whereas Filipino American History Month
is celebrated during the month of October
2016: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates October 2016 as
American History Month’’;

(2) recognizes the celebration of Filipino
American History Month as—

(A) a study of the advancement of Filipino
Americans;

(B) a time to reflect on and remember the
many notable contributions that Filipino
Americans have made to the United States;
and

(C) a time to renew efforts toward the re-
search and examination of history and cul-
ture so as to provide an opportunity for all
people of the United States—

(i) to learn more about Filipino Americans;
and

(ii) to appreciate the historic contributions
of Filipino Americans to the United States;
and

(3) urges the people of the United States to
observe Filipino American History Month
with appropriate programs and activities.

Dolores

‘“‘Filipino

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 599—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF OCTOBER 20,
2016, AS THE “NATIONAL DAY ON
WRITING”

Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Mr. COCHRAN, Ms. AYOTTE, and
Mr. WICKER) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 599

Whereas people in the 21st century are
writing more than ever before for personal,
professional, and civic purposes;

Whereas the social nature of writing in-
vites people of every age, profession, and
walk of life to create meaning through com-
posing;

Whereas more and more people in every oc-
cupation consider writing to be essential and
influential in their work;

Whereas individuals who write continue to
learn how to write for different purposes, au-
diences, and occasions throughout their life-
times;

Whereas developing digital technologies
expand the possibilities for composing in
multiple media at a faster pace than ever be-
fore;
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Whereas young people are leading the way
in developing new forms of composing by
using different forms of digital media;

Whereas effective communication contrib-
utes to building a global economy and a
global community;

Whereas the National Council of Teachers
of English, in conjunction with its many na-
tional and local partners, honors and cele-
brates the importance of writing through the
National Day on Writing;

Whereas the National Day on Writing cele-
brates the foundational place of writing in
the personal, professional, and civic lives of
the people of the United States;

Whereas the National Day on Writing high-
lights the importance of writing instruction
and practice at every educational level and
in every subject area;

Whereas the National Day on Writing em-
phasizes the lifelong process of learning to
write and compose for different audiences,
purposes, and occasions;

Whereas the National Day on Writing hon-
ors the use of the full range of media for
composing, from traditional tools, including
print, audio, and video, to social media, in-
cluding Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram,
and Internet website tools, including blogs,
wikis, and podcasts;

Whereas the National Day on Writing en-
courages all people of the United States and
overseas to write, enjoy, and learn from the
writing of others;

Whereas in 2015, the hashtag #WhyIWrite
generated over 60,000 tweets and reached mil-
lions of people, encouraging students, from
elementary school through the university
level, athletes, authors, and artists from all
over the world to participate; and

Whereas, on the National Day of Writing in
2016, the National Council of Teachers of
English encourages all people of the United
States to tell others #WhyIWrite through
print, social media, or other means: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of October 20,
2016, as the ‘‘National Day on Writing’’;

(2) strongly affirms the purposes of the Na-
tional Day on Writing; and

(3) encourages educational institutions,
businesses, community and civic associa-
tions, and other organizations to celebrate
and promote the National Day on Writing.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 600—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF SEP-
TEMBER 26 THROUGH 30, 2016, AS
“NATIONAL ADULT EDUCATION
AND FAMILY LITERACY WEEK”

Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr. ALEX-
ANDER, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. REED, Mr.
DONNELLY, Mr. KIRK, Mr. PETERS, and
Ms. COLLINS) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 600

Whereas the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development reports that
approximately 36,000,000 adults in the United
States lack the basic literacy and numeracy
necessary to succeed at home, in the work-
place, and in society;

Whereas the literacy of the people of the
United States is essential for the economic
and societal well-being of the United States;

Whereas the United States reaps the eco-
nomic benefits of individuals who improve
their literacy, numeracy, and English-lan-
guage skills;

Whereas literacy and educational skills are
necessary for individuals to fully benefit
from the range of opportunities available in
the United States;
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Whereas the economy and position of the
United States in the world marketplace de-
pend on having a literate, skilled population;

Whereas the unemployment rate in the
United States is highest among those with-
out a high school diploma or an equivalent
credential, demonstrating that education is
important to economic recovery;

Whereas the educational skills of the par-
ents of a child and the practice of reading to
a child have a direct impact on the edu-
cational success of the child;

Whereas parental involvement in the edu-
cation of a child is a key predictor of the
success of a child, and the level of parental
involvement in the education of a child in-
creases as the educational level of the parent
increases;

Whereas parents who participate in family
literacy programs become more involved in
the education of their children and gain the
tools necessary to obtain a job or find better
employment;

Whereas, as a result of family literacy pro-
grams, the lives of children become more
stable, and the success of children in the
classroom and in future endeavors becomes
more likely;

Whereas adults need to be part of a long-
term solution to the educational challenges
faced by the people of the United States;

Whereas many older people in the United
States lack the reading, math, or English-
language skills necessary to read a prescrip-
tion and follow medical instructions, which
endangers the lives of the older people and
the lives of their loved ones;

Whereas many individuals who are unem-
ployed, underemployed, or receive public as-
sistance lack the literacy skills necessary to
obtain and keep a job, to continue their edu-
cation, or to participate in job training pro-
grams;

Whereas many high school dropouts do not
have the literacy skills necessary to com-
plete their education, transition to postsec-
ondary education or career and technical
training, or obtain a job;

Whereas a large portion of individuals in
prison have low educational skills and pris-
oners without educational skills are more
likely to return to prison once released;

Whereas many immigrants in the United
States do not have the literacy skills nec-
essary to succeed in the United States; and

Whereas National Adult Education and
Family Literacy Week highlights the need to
ensure that each individual in the United
States has the literacy skills necessary to
succeed at home, at work, and in society:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of September 26
through 30, 2016, as ‘‘National Adult Edu-
cation and Family Literacy Week’ to raise
public awareness about the importance of
adult education, workforce skills, and family
literacy;

(2) encourages people across the United
States to support programs to assist individ-
uals in need of adult education, workforce
skills, and family literacy programs;

(3) recognizes the importance of adult edu-
cation, workforce skills, and family literacy
programs; and

(4) calls on public, private, and nonprofit
entities to support increased access to adult
education and family literacy programs to
ensure a literate society.

S6277

SENATE RESOLUTION 601—DESIG-
NATING SEPTEMBER 2016 AS
“NATIONAL DYSTONIA AWARE-
NESS MONTH” AND RAISING
AWARENESS AND UNDER-
STANDING OF THE DISORDER OF
DYSTONIA

Mr. ISAKSON (for himself and Mr.
MERKLEY) submitted the following res-

olution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 601
Whereas National Dystonia Awareness

Month will raise public awareness and under-
standing of the disorder of dystonia, which
has numerous manifestations affecting peo-
ple of all ages, races, genders, and back-
grounds;

Whereas National Dystonia Awareness
Month will also foster understanding of the
impact the various forms of dystonia have on
the individuals who are affected and the fam-
ilies of those individuals;

Whereas dystonia is a neurological dis-
order presenting in various forms, character-
ized by involuntary muscle contractions that
cause abnormal and often repetitive move-
ments or postures;

Whereas symptoms of dystonia may im-
pede the ability of an individual—

(1) to walk, as in generalized dystonia or
limb dystonia;

(2) to control the posture of the head of the
individual, as in cervical dystonia;

(3) to speak, as in spasmodic dysphonia or
oromandibular dystonia;

(4) to see, as in blepharospasm; or

(5) to write, as in hand dystonia;

Whereas there are limited treatments and
no cure for dystonia;

Whereas dystonia is commonly
misdiagnosed, delaying access to appropriate
medical care for those individuals who are
affected;

Whereas countless friends, loved ones,
spouses, and caregivers must shoulder the
physical, emotional, and financial burdens
that dystonia causes;

Whereas the severity of the symptoms of
dystonia and the limited public awareness of
the disease cause many patients to be iso-
lated;

Whereas the dystonia community is unit-
ing to cooperate on awareness efforts
throughout September of 2016; and

Whereas the Benign Essential
Blepharospasm Research Foundation,
Dystonia, Inc., the Dystonia Medical Re-
search Foundation, the National Spasmodic
Dysphonia Association, and the National
Spasmodic Torticollis Association are dedi-
cated to—

(1) conducting research to find treatments
and a cure for dystonia;

(2) fostering public awareness and under-
standing of dystonia;

(3) educating patients and their families
about dystonia to improve the treatment of
and care for patients; and

(4) providing support and encouraging indi-
viduals to become advocates, including by
sponsoring annual patient education con-
ferences, school-based educational programs,
and local events to raise funds for dystonia
research, education, advocacy, and aware-
ness: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates September 2016 as ‘‘National
Dystonia Awareness Month”’;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Dystonia Awareness Month to raise
public awareness and understanding of
dystonia;

(3) recognizes the need for additional re-
search to find a cure for all forms of
dystonia; and
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