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and I have advocated for a modernized
approach to career and technical edu-
cation programs and apprenticeship op-
portunities across the United States.

As part of our commitment, we
worked in conjunction with members
of the House Committee on Education
and the Workforce to introduce H.R.
5587, the Strengthening Career and
Technical Education for the 21st Cen-
tury Act.

This bipartisan legislation aims to
help Americans acquire the skills nec-
essary to compete for high-wage, high-
demand jobs. Notably, the bill encour-
ages stronger public-private partner-
ships, increases opportunities for ap-
prenticeships and credentialing, and
strengthens support for academic coun-
seling.

H.R. 5587 overwhelmingly passed the
House in September, demonstrating
the enthusiastic support for career and
technical education. I remain dedi-
cated to moving this bill through the
legislative process and providing a path
forward to those who are looking to
better their lives.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF BARNARD
“BARNEY"” KING, III

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the life of Barney King of
Evanston, Illinois. He passed away on
November 4 at the age of 73. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Peggy; his sister,
Leeanne; his children, Tyler, Caroline
and Jamie; and grandchildren, John
Henry, Harry, Sofia, Wesley, and Stela.

I got to know Barney through his
children, Caroline and Jamie, and I
knew the moment I met him that this
was going to be a lifelong friend. Bar-
ney was well known in the community
for his love of his attire—he was a
snappy dresser—and his love of life. He
could often be found playing croquet or
fishing for muskie, traveling with his
family, or playing the drums for the
Mustangs party band or playing a game
of chance over a few adult beverages.
Anyone who ever played with him
knew, one tie, all tie.

He was also a very generous man,
serving as the president of the National
Association of General Merchandise
Representatives, the president of the
Northern Illinois Hockey League, or an
area that he encouraged me to get in-
volved in as the president and director
of Santa’s Volunteers.

Mr. Speaker, our community owes
Barney a great debt of gratitude for his
service to our community. My
thoughts and prayers remain with his
family in this difficult time.

———

THE ROSE: THE NATIONAL FLO-
RAL EMBLEM OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, Novem-
ber 20 of this year marks 30 years since
President Ronald Reagan signed a
proclamation declaring the rose as the
National Floral Emblem of the United
States of America. The rose takes its
rightful place as one of our Nation’s
symbols, along with the American flag,
our national motto—In God We Trust—
and our national anthem.

Based in Shreveport, Louisiana, the
American Rose Society promotes the
appreciation of the rose and proudly
bears the heritage of being the oldest
single-plant horticultural society in
our country.

The American Rose Center’s gardens
also display over 65 separate gardens
and 20,000 different rosebushes for visi-
tors, enthusiasts, and gardeners to all
enjoy.

I join the American Rose Society in
celebrating this occasion, remembering
the words of President Ronald Reagan
from 30 years ago: ‘“‘The American peo-
ple have long held a special place in
their hearts for roses. Let us continue
to cherish them, to honor the love and
devotion they represent, and to bestow
them on all we love just as God has be-
stowed them on us.”

————

CONGRATULATING GRASS VALLEY
SURGERY CENTER

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Grass Valley
Surgery Center located in Nevada
County in northern California for being
recognized as the California Ambula-
tory Surgery Association’s ACS of the
year.

This award, which acknowledges the
excellent strides that have been made
in the areas of engagement, advocacy,
quality, education, and community in-
volvement, serves as a testament to
the hard work and dedication displayed
by the administration, surgeons, physi-
cians, and staff on hand at the Grass
Valley Surgery Center.

I visited several times the location
and had an opportunity to tour the sur-
gery center and learn more about the
high-quality, cost-effective services
they provide, including procedures in
general surgery, gynecology, ortho-
pedic, pain management, podiatry, and
urology.

I am very grateful for their presence,
as are our constituents in northern
California and Grass Valley. This
serves as a model of how to make
health care more efficient and reach
more people in the United States.

Congratulations to them on this rec-
ognition.

——
NATIONAL BIBLE WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

BRAT). Under the Speaker’s announced

policy of January 6, 2015, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN) is
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recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the sub-
ject of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the opportunity to come to the
House floor tonight to commemorate
National Bible Week. We are truly
blessed to live in a nation where we are
free to worship and read the Holy
Scriptures without fear of persecution.
There are so many places throughout
the world where such freedoms do not
exist.

In 1941, 75 years ago, mere days be-
fore Pearl Harbor, President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt declared the week of
Thanksgiving to be National Bible
Week. Every U.S. President down to
today has likewise declared this time
of year to be National Bible Week.

The National Bible Association, in
agreement with the U.S. Conference of
Bishops, has designated the specific
days of November 13 to 19 as National
Bible Week this year. This is the week
that we can all agree is National Bible
Week, and we can recognize the Bible
as a foundational building block of
Western civilization, the Judeo-Chris-
tian heritage, and the legacy that mo-
tivated and shaped the founding of the
United States.

In this hour, we will hear from Mem-
bers of Congress about why the Bible is
important and what it means to them.
We are here to recognize National
Bible Week.

My own experience with the Bible
began in 1973, when I was an 18-year-old
freshman at the University of Kansas. I
was approached by some people who
asked me if I knew what was in the
Bible. I said that I believed I knew
what it was all about, however, I had
never read any of it for myself. The
only honest thing I could do at that
point was to read it for myself. When I
read the Gospel of John, I ended up dis-
covering a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ, who became my Lord and
Savior. In that Gospel, He said: I am
the way, the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father but through Me.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t know where in
their spiritual journey people may be
who are listening tonight, but I do
know this: it is better to read the Bible
for oneself and not just to take some-
one else’s word for what is in it. For
me, it made all of the difference in the
world.

Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate Na-
tional Bible Week, we remember the
importance of faith in both our private
and public lives. We recognize the Bi-
ble’s powerful message of hope. We
cherish the wisdom of the Bible, and we
thank God for providing this Holy
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